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editorial
I  Ll-ihARY
SINCE JU N E  1966 w hen Australian Le ft  Review  first appealed  
the range of con tribu to rs has broadened considerably.
T h e  editorial board  is now being expanded and  fu rth e r changes 
p lanned  as a result of g reater understand ing  of the issues facing the 
left.
Problem s of socialist strategy and perspective have become the centre 
of a tten tion , and A L R  will devote m uch of its space to these.
It will do so in  the belief th a t the left can best be served by advanc­
ing a definite p o in t of view, and  this should  also help  to raise the 
level of debate w ith o th e r trends.
M ajor questions w ith  w hich A L R  will concern itself include:
•  analysis of the economy, politics and  sociology of present neo­
capitalist A ustralian  society
•  the natu re  of the socialist society w hich ough t to replace it
•  workers’ control, s tuden t power, and all forms of self-manage- 
m ent
•  contem porary m arx ist though t
•  the developm ent of a socialist “counter-hegem ony” to  bourgeois 
society
•  the developm ent of consciousness, and  the place an d  na tu re  of 
education in  society today
•  struggles for n a tio n a l liberation  and the advancem ent of social­
ism
•  socialist activity and  strategy in  the trade unions
•  m utual understand ing  and co-operation betw een workers, s tu d ­
ents, in tellectuals an d  other sections of the people
•  relations w ith in  the left.
M any of these questions are difficult of analysis and  presentation, 
bu t these difficulties m ust be faced by all, w hatever th e ir  social origin 
or experience.
However the editors w ill a ttem p t to avoid unnecessary obscurities 
and  jargon, and  w hile no t ignoring the past will not be tied to old 
slogans or standpoin ts hard ly  applicable today.
New features w ill be in troduced , and  a new form at, starting  w ith 
the first issue in  1970. T h e  editors appeal to  associates, subscribers, 
and  all readers to  con tinue  and increase th e ir  in terest in  A L R .
1
comment
H O  C H I M IN H  is dead! T h e  w orld was stunned  by the news, even 
though he had  lived a long, arduous an d  adventurous life, had  p er­
form ed deeds of heroism  and  recorded achievem ents beyond most 
w orld figures of this crowded epoch. H is life was one of passionate 
devotion to a cause from  w hich he never deviated. H e languished 
in B ritish and K uom intang  jails, was u n d er sentence of death  by 
the French colonialists and was repo rted  dead several times. A 
m an of g reat stature, he so expressed his people’s will and  passion 
as to  give his small coun try ’s libera tion  struggle a decisive signific­
ance in w orld history.
A true  p a trio t, he was the greatest in te rn a tio n a lis t of his time. 
H is patrio tism  led h im  to com m unism , an d  he never deviated 
from  his devotion to the w orld revolu tion . H is active political 
life spanned  the 50 years of the m odern  com m unist movem ent. 
He was a revolu tionary  w ho worked in  the C om m unist In ternational, 
who always w orked for its unity ; his w ords transcend even d eath  to 
call for this u n ity  so sorely tried  in  recent years. A Vietnamese 
revolutionary , he was at various times an  activist in  the F rench  and 
Chinese parties, and  w orked as a revolu tionary  in  o ther Asian 
countries.
H o Chi M inh, a m an laden w ith  years and  a m odel com m unist, 
became a symbol of the revolt of radical youth. A tru ly  g reat m an, 
he was m odest, sim ple and  sincere, eschewing vanity  and  resisting 
all efforts a t em pty personal glorification. M arxist-leninist, m ater­
ialist, he was poet and  a m an of culture. I t  can tru ly  be said of him  
th a t he was a com plete m an, whose character and  qualities were 
adequate  to  the heaviest burdens of revo lu tionary  struggle, defeats 
and glorious victory. T h e  m easure of the m an is th a t he faced 
up to  three pow erful and  ferocious im perialism s —  French, Japanese 
and  Am erican.
A nd his leadership  helped  his people defeat each. H is memory 
will live for m any generations, to be honoured  by those who live 
after im perialism  is only a b itte r  memory.
W e p u b lish  his T estam ent, w ritten  on M ay 10th, 1969, as the most 
fitting tr ib u te  to  his memory.
IN D E PE N D E N C E , FR EED O M , H A PPIN ESS: In  the patrio tic  
struggle against US aggression we shall indeed  have to undergo 
m ore difficulties and  sacrifices bu t we are sure to  win to ta l victory. 
T h is  is an  absolute certainty. I t is my in ten tio n  w hen th a t day comes
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to make a to u r of the N o rth  and  South to congratu late  ou r heroic 
com patriots, cadres and  com batants, to pay a visit to o u r old people, 
our beloved youth and  children. T h en  on behalf of o u r people I 
will go to the fra ternal countries of the socialist cam p and  friendly 
countries in  the whole w orld and  thank  them  for the ir w hole­
hearted  support and  assistance to our peop le’s pa trio tic  struggle 
against US aggression.
T u  Fu, the well-known Chinese poet of the T a n g  period, wrote 
“in  all times few are those w ho reach the age of 70” . T h is  year 
w ith  my 79 years I am  counted am ong those few people. Still my 
m ind  is lucid  though  my h ea lth  has som ewhat weakened in  com ­
parison w ith  previous years. W hen one is on  the w rong side of 70 
hea lth  deteriorates w ith  age. T h is  is no  wonder. B u t w ho can 
forecast for how long I can continue to  serve revolution , fa therland  
and  people? T h a t  is the reason why I leave these few lines in  an ­
tic ipation  of the day w hen I go to jo in  the venerable K arl M arx, 
Lenin  and  other revolu tionary  elders. In  this way o u r  com patriots 
in the whole country, the comrades in  the Party an d  o u r friends 
in  the w orld w ill no t be taken by surprise.
F IR S T  I W IL L  SPEAK A B O U T  T H E  PA R T Y : thanks to its close 
un ity  and  to tal dedication to the w orking class, the people and 
fatherland, our P arty  has been able since its found ing  to  unite, 
organise and  lead o u r people in  ardent struggle and  conduct them  
from  victory to  victory. U nity  is an extrem ely precious trad ition  
of our Party  and  people. All comrades from  the cen tral com m ittee 
down to the cell m ust preserve un ion  and  un ity  of m in d  in  the 
Party as the apple of the ir eye. W ith in  the Party  to  achieve broad 
democracy and  to practise self-criticism and  criticism  regularly  and 
seriously is the best way to  consolidate and  develop u n io n  an d  unity  
of m ind  in  the Party. G enu ine affection should  prevail am ong all 
comrades.
O urs is a Party  in  power. Each Party m em ber, each cadre m ust 
be deeply im bued  w ith  revolutionary  m orality  and show industry, 
th rift, integrity, uprightness, to ta l dedication  to  the  p ub lic  cause, 
exem plary selflessness. O ur Party should preserve its en tire  purity, 
it should rem ain  w orthy of its role as leader and  very loyal servant 
of the people. W ork ing  youth, un ion  m em bers an d  our young 
people as a whole are of excellent na tu re , b u rn in g  to  volunteer 
for vanguard tasks unde te rred  by difficulties, striv ing for progress. 
T h e  Party m ust give m uch a tten tio n  to  th e ir education  in  revolu­
tionary m orality  and  tra in  them  to be continuers of b u ild ing  social­
ism, both  “red ” and  “ex p ert” . T ra in in g  an d  educating  the revolu­
tionary generation to come is a highly im p o rtan t and  necessary 
task.
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O u r laboring  people both  in  the p lains and  m oun ta in  areas have 
for ages suffered hardships, feudal and  colonial oppression and 
explo ita tion , furtherm ore they have experienced m any years of war. 
Yet our people have shown great heroism , great courage, burn ing  
enthusiasm  and  are very hard  working. T hey  have always followed 
the Party since it came in to  being and  they have always been loyal 
to it. T h e  Party  m ust work ou t a good p lan  for economic and  cul­
tu ra l developm ent w ith  the view to ceaselessly raising the living 
standard  of the  people Resistance in  the w ar against US aggression 
may drag out. O ur com patriots may have to undergo new sacrifices 
in term s of property  and  hum an  lives. In  any case we m ust be 
resolved to fight against the US aggressors u n til total victory.
Our rivers, our mountains,
Our m en will always remain.
T h e  Yanks defeated, ice will build
Our country ten times more beautiful.
N o m atte r w hat difficulties and  hardships may lie ahead our 
people are sure to win to tal victory. T h e  US im perialists wdll have 
to pu ll out. O u r fa therland  will be re-united. O u r com patriots in 
N orth  and  South w'ill be re-united  u n d er the same roof. O u r country 
will have the signal honor of being a small n a tion  w hich through 
heroic struggle has defeated two big im perialism s —- French and 
A m erican —  and  m ade a worthy co n trib u tio n  to the national liber­
ation  m ovem ent.
A B O U T  T H E  W O R L D  C O M M U N IS T  M O V E M E N T : H aving 
dedicated my whole life to the cause of revolution, the m ore I am 
p ro u d  to see the grow th of the in te rn a tio n a l com m unist and  w ork­
ers’ m ovem ent, the m ore deeply I am  grieved at dissensions tha t 
are d iv id ing  fra ternal parties. I wish th a t o u r Party  will do its 
best to con tribu te  effectively to the resto ration  of un ity  am ong 
fra ternal parties on the basis of M arxism -Leninism  and  pro letarian  
in ternationalism  in  a way consonant w ith  the requirem ents of 
heart and  reason. I am sure th a t the fra te rna l parties and  countries 
will un ite  again.
A B O U T  PE R SO N A L M A T T E R S: In  all my life I have w hole­
heartedly  an d  w ith all my forces served the fa therland , and  revolu­
tion and  the people. Now if I should d epart from  this world there 
is n o th in g  th a t I am sorry to have done. I regret only not to be 
able to serve longer and  more. After my passing away great funerals 
should  be avoided in  order no t to waste tim e and  m oney of people. 
Finally  to  the whole people, the w hole Party, the army, to my 
nephews, nieces, youths, children  I leave b eh in d  my boundless affec-
4
AUSTRALIAN LEFT REVIEW October-Novem ber 1969
lion. I also convey my fraternal greetings to 'the comrades, friends, 
youths and ch ildren  of the world. My u ltim ate  wish is th a t ou r 
whole Party and people closely u n ited  in  the struggle to bu ild  a 
peaceful, unified, independent, dem ocratic and  prosperous V ietnam  
and make a w orthy con tribu tion  to the w orld revolution.
T h e  Trade Union Congress
T H E  WAY IS O PEN  to a qualitatively  new developm ent of Aus­
tra lian  trade unionism . Pow erful forces are push ing  the m ovem ent 
forw ard to change, a lthough  m ost un ion  activists concerned may 
no t have yet clarified the issues in to  conscious aims an d  m ethods 
of the new unionism  whose necessity is becom ing evident. T h e  
recent Congress of the A ustralian  Council of T rad e  U nions ex­
pressed the grow ing dem and  for change, and  a break w ith  the past 
which only appeared to  centre upon  the election of a new President 
and  executive.
T h e  daily press (from the most sensational and  reactionary  to 
the serious and “progressive” components) represen ted  the Congress 
as essentially an arena of a personal power struggle betw een Messrs. 
Souter and Hawke, w ith  sinister im plications of a leftw ing conspir­
acy lurk ing  somewhere in  the background. B ut w hen i t  came to 
analysing and  expla in ing  the result, both  in  num bers an d  im plica­
tion, the old labels somehow seemed inadequate.
W as it a “leftw ing” victory? Is H awke a “leftw inger?” If so, why 
d id  the leftw ing win and w hat happened  to  the old-established 
rightw ing m ajority? A nd howT explain  by old labels an d  form ulae 
the sometimes peculiar line-ups ancl shifting alliances w hich elected 
Hawke by 49 votes (though the expert num bers m en on bo th  sides 
had predicted different results, ranging from  H aw ke by a hu n d red  
to Souter by 16)?
Hawke's election was first of all a defeat for the rightw ing. In  
this sense it was of course a victory for the left. A nd the candidate 
supported  by the left won only because he had  the support of m any 
centre unions and delegates, and  even some rig h t of centre. T h e  
real surprise was no t H aw ke’s victory, b u t the  relatively narrow  
m argin of the win. Viewed objectively, H aw ke was surely the 
better candidate on alm ost every count —  in tellectual ability, age, 
qualifications, sp irit and  tem peram ent, capacity as a u n io n  ad ­
vocate (which should appeal above all to the a rb itra tio n is t elem ent, 
stronger in  centre and  rig h t than  in  left —  though  by no means 
absent there). T h e  solid and  even surprising  support for Souter 
was essentially an ideological and  regim ented righ tw ing  vote, bu ilt
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up  qu ite  a b it by padded affiliations from  some rightw ing unions 
whose adm inistra tions have successfully insulated  themselves from 
rank  and  file op in ion  and  control, o r even the responsibility of con­
veying info rm ation  to their members. O ne such un ion  trebled its af­
filiation a few weeks before Congress and  its hierarchy probably 
counted  the m em bers’ fees well spent even though  H aw ke won, since 
they sw ung the vote in one of the groups w hich elect half the execu­
tive.
By this win, and by dividing the two ju n io r vice-presidents, the 
righ tw ing  salved as m uch as possible from  the wreck of its design to 
perpetuate  cram ping rightw ing control of the A C T U  m achine that 
has been such a feature of the past decade and  more.
Features of this control were no t so m uch the adoption  of right- 
w ing policies and resolutions, b u t the obstruction and  even 
castration of action needed to im plem ent resolutions and  policies 
adop ted  by A C T U  Congresses and the dem ands throw n up  by w ork­
ers th rough  the m ilitan t constituen t unions. T h is  skilful com bina­
tion  of ability  to absorb m ilitan t dem ands w ith in  the fram ework 
of negotia tion  —  compromise —  a rb itra tio n  was the hallm ark  of 
A lbert M onk and  the m ain skill he im parted  to his apprentice 
Souter.
W hy d id  the rightw ing fail, despite its cohesion, its ideological 
conform ity, the pow erful pressures it exerted  and the varied induce­
m ents it traded? T h e  m ain reasons were perhaps its obvious lack 
of vision, its clear com m itm ent to o ld  ideas, m ethods and  perspec­
tives, its rou tin ism  and  conservatism. T h o u g h  the rightw ing is 
developing some new thinkers, like J.P . D ucker, these few lack 
any scope for the ideas they develop. T hese are in  fact only 
tactical plans to keep things essentially as they are, w hile pretending  
to  m odernise; talk ing  about “u n ity ” w ith  the aim  of using a unity  
on th e ir  terms as a prison to contain  unw ary m ilitan ts who are w ill­
ing  to exchange the substance of m ilitan t action for the shadow of 
m ilitan t phrases and  the illusion of u n itin g  all sections behind  a 
m ilitan t program .
T h e  ideological-conform ist rightw ing showed a keen instinct in  
backing Souter, a lthough  some had  flirted  w ith  the idea of backing 
Hawke, earlier even pledging th e ir support. T h is  can be said 
w ithou t any com m itm ent to a judgm en t th a t H aw ke stands firmly 
on the left, or th a t the present tiny m ajority  on the A C T U  Executive 
is a left bloc. H aw ke’s statem ents on the fu tu re  of unionism  show 
he is fa r m ore open to  the dem ands of change, m odernisation and 
m ilitancy th an  Souter ever was. H is ideas abou t the scope of u n io n ­
ism, the perspective and  range of its dem ands and the need for 
m odern isation  are a fram ew ork th a t has to  be filled w ith content.
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A nd the fu tu re  dialogue and  struggle in  the un ion  m ovem ent w hich 
w ill centre precisely on  the character of this content.
T h e  debate on fu tu re  action against the penal clauses 
throws a light on the possible evolution of this debate, an d  the type 
of issues w hich will arise. T h e  Congress d iv ided 404-271 in  rejecting 
an am endm ent going fu rth e r than  the Executive’s recom m endation. 
Allowing for accidental caucus decision, opera ting  against bo th  sides, 
the 271 represented a stand by the left on the issue itself and  the 
tactics of the struggle. T h e  404 represented a coalition  of w hat is 
sometimes called p a rt of the left-centre, genuinely  opposed to penal 
legislation b u t anxious th a t its m ethods be “realistic ,” w ith  the 
rightw ing whose a ttitu d e  ranges from  purely  theoretical distaste for 
the legislation to  an  open acceptance of penal sanctions.
T h is leftw ing vote surprised many, inc lud ing  some of the left 
who were concerned lest the vote would reveal a weakness in  sup­
port of the m ilitan t stand on this issue. B u t it won the support of 
40 per cent of delegates, inc lud ing  every m ilitan t u n io n  regularly  
restricted and  penalised  by the legislation an d  the C ourt of Pains 
and  Penalties. T h e  vote reflected the im pact of the  M ay strikes, 
the grow ing mass im patience of workers a t the law ’s clear and o b ­
vious partisansh ip  an d  denial of democracy.
T h is  vote was a clear ind ication  of the basic streng th  of m ilitan t 
unionism , th a t its positions m ore correctly reflect ran k  and  file 
opinion than  do all the m anoeuvres, in trigues an d  passivity of the 
arbitrationists, despite the la tte r’s support from  official ideology 
and  the mass m edia.
T h e  com ing contest in  unionism  has en tered  a new and  
health ier phase, in  w hich the real and  im p o rtan t differences on 
aims, dem ands, policies and  m ethods can be fought o u t in  the rea l­
istic context of m odern  problem s posed by the scientific an d  tech­
nological revolution. T h is  w ill rem ain  a struggle betw een left and  
right, m ilitan t and  conservative, socialist an d  reform ist trends and  
ideas and  personalities. I t  will re ta in  elem ents of o ld  argum ents 
and  the im p rin t of personalities, b u t it will, hopefully , move forw ard 
from  the old, o u tda ted  and  outw orn  fram ework, ideas an d  person­
alities tha t dom inated  even after the changed conditions called for 
a new im pulse and  direction.
T h e  left m ovem ent, in  all its b read th  and  sweep, has to  partic ipa te  
actively and  decisively in  the ferm ent and  struggle of ideas w hich 
is clearly developing in  the unions. T hese concern the new  horizons 
of un ion  th in k in g  —  the m uch bolder and  m ore rad ica l economic, 
social an d  political dem ands w hich social change pose an d  m ake 
practical today; the to tal involvem ent of the  trade un ions in  all 
issues and  aspects of the social an d  political struggle, the new  possi­
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bilities of in d ustria l unionism  un itin g  whole industries and blue and 
w hite collar workers in  pow erful industria l unions th a t can most 
effectively challenge the supranational giants of capital that increas­
ingly own and  control A ustralia and m an ipu la te  Australians.
A key issue will rem ain  tha t between the two differing concepts 
of unionism : e ither a dem ocratic m ovem ent based upon  active p a r ti­
c ipation  of its m em bers in workshop or institu tion , its m ethods 
always based upon mass action, or a m ovem ent ru n  from  the top, 
com m itted to a rb itra tio n  and  legalism and  thus absorbed in to  the 
system. T h e  left still needs to develop its ideas and action program  
for unionism . It has a new o pportun ity  following the A C T U  Con­
gress.
T H E  IM M IN E N T  FED ER A L E L E C T IO N S  also seem to fore­
shadow a new fram ew ork of political struggle. W hatever the o u t­
come —  the question seems to be only how  m any seats the govern­
m ent will lose — new strains and  tensions m ust develop. A nd it 
should no t be wishful th ink ing  to p red ict th a t the post-election 
situation  should  favour the left, given it  can reach m ore agreem ent 
upon its perspectives and  m ethods of action. T h e  pressure of great 
social and  political issues has shaken u p  the whole political struc­
ture.
A certain  disillusion w ith the established parliam entary  parties, 
includ ing  the L abor Party, even w ith  the whole bourgeois p arlia ­
m entary  system, has grown over recent times. T h e  real sources of 
power are m ore and m ore seen or felt to  be outside parliam ent — 
w hether in  big business boardroom s, the bureaucracy, or the opinion 
m anipulators.
T h e  disillusion develops while the po litical and  social issues affect 
people m ore deeply and  im pel m any towards action. T h is action 
tends to by-pass parliam entary  and legal forms, w hether the form 
lie strikes, dem onstrations, public  protests, sit-ins, or o ther ways. 
M ovements a round  particu lar issues in tervene in  the elections 
(defence of public  education, anti-conscription, pensioners) express­
ing disillusion in the trad itional parties and  the system itself.
These are signs of a grow ing new force in  political life, the first 
shoots of a mass m ovem ent which could change the d irection  of 
political struggle. W hatever the election result, the big issues 
of dom estic and  foreign policy will rem ain , and  in  general terms 
they will be operated  as before, w hichever governm ent is re turned . 
The m ost favourable result w ould of course be the defeat of the 
sitting  governm ent, for this w ould be a vote of censure upon  the 
governm ent w hich acts always for the w ealthy m onopolies, which 
com m itted A ustralia  to U nited  States im perialist aggression in
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Vietnam , in troduced  conscription, pursues a colonialist policy in 
New G uinea and towards the aborigines and  has failed to tackle 
urgent social issues such as health , social services and  education.
Defeat for the sitting  governm ent could only m ean election of 
Labor, whose policy is well w ith in  the lim its set by the system. 
Yet re tu rn  of a L abor G overnm ent w ould certain ly  m ean new terms 
of political action, since it w ould subject to a new test the philosophy 
and  practice of reform ism  —  a test tha t is new b o th  since it is 20 
years since L abor was in  office federally, and  because new social 
conditions exist w hich m ake it h ard er for social reform ism  to satis­
fy those who w ant fundam enta l social change, or even radical 
reform s in  society, as experiences of L abor in  office in  B rita in  have 
emphasised.
R E C E N T  EV EN TS IN  CZECH O SLO V A K IA  con tinue to cause 
deep anguish in  the left the w orld over. T h e  terrib le  logic of the 
August 21st in terven tion  has d ictated a w hole series of events. 
Changes in  leadership are m ade to  m eet the dem and for “norm alisa­
tio n ,” bu t each change is followed by new dem ands. 'I 'he  most 
published changes are m ade at the top and  the process will go on 
there u n til the old guard  who supported  N ovotny are back in 
undisputed  control, perhaps beh ind  a facade of a few o th e r figures. 
Ju s t as im p o rtan t are the less publicised changes in  lower party, 
governm ent and  econom ic bodies, changes carried  ou t from  on top, 
by adm inistrative m eans, w ithou t p opu la r p a rtic ipa tion  or election 
because there is no  o ther way to push th rough  the change's.
It is suggested by some th a t any criticism  of these developm ents 
is an interference in  the in te rn a l affairs of Czechoslovakia and  its 
C om m unist Party. “O nly the Czechoslovakian Party  leadership 
can make a M arxist-Leninist assessment of developm ents there .” 
All this m ight sound a little  b e tter if w hat is h ap p en in g  today were 
a new developm ent, unconnected  w ith previous events. I t  w ould 
sound a little  m ore convincing if those w ho say it h ad  said it in 
1968, had  been p repared  to  accept the Czechoslovakian P arty ’s 
assessment, if “in terference” then  had  been confined to  comments, 
however critical.
T w o indivisible considerations im pel com m ent: the principle of 
socialist relations betw een nations, which is m oral as well as political, 
practical as well as theoretical; the con tinu ing  effects of the occupa­
tion of Czechoslovakia upon  the in tern a tio n a l revolu tionary  move­
m ent (including the consequences for the USSR and  the o ther coun­
tries concerned).
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Eric THE CHINESE 
Aarons REVOLUTION
One of the editors of A LR  zuho lived in China during 1951- 
5-/ discusses some implications of the Chinese revolution in 
an article based on a report given to the National Executive  
of the C om m unist Party in August.
BY ANY STA N D A R D  the Chinese R evolution, consum m ated on 
O ctober 1 1949 and  whose 20th A nniversary is now being celebrated, 
m ust be counted  one of the greatest events in hum an history. I t has 
been an  epic of revolutionary  devotion and creativeness, both  in 
action and  thought, releasing the energies of scores or hundreds ol 
million^ of people in  C hina and  th ro u g h o u t the world.
T h e  Chinese R evolu tion  has revealed even m ore sharply anti 
richly the weight of the specifically n a tiona l in revolutionary deve­
lopm ent, bo th  because m any of these features had  tended to be 
elevated to  the level of universality w hen there  was only one “m odel"
— a fairly n a tu ra l tendency bu t taken to great extrem es under 
S talin —  an d  also because, while every n a tion  has its peculiarity, 
the Chinese n a tion  is m ore “peculiarly  n a tiona l"  th an  any other. 
T h is  is to  be seen in  its great size, w ith  a popu la tio n  exceeding 
th a t of N o rth  and  South Am erica and  the Soviet U nion  com bined; 
in  the fact th a t C hina has had  the longest continuous history as an 
at least partia lly  unified state; tha t u p  till the last two or three 
h u n d red  years it had  the highest level of cu ltu re  in  the world; 
th a t its size, cu ltu ra l level and  basically self-sufficient na tu re  as a 
whole and  by regions m eant th a t no o th e r n a tion  or com bination  
of nations was able to  successfully colonise m ore than  a small 
p a rt of it; and  the specific way — years long arm ed struggle m ainly 
in  ru ra l areas — in w hich the revolution  developed and  trium phed.
W hen to all this is added the now-being-realised com plexity of 
the theoretical an d  practical problem s involved in the revolutionary 
movem ent, the  construction of socialism, and  the developm ent of 
p roper re la tions betw een socialist countries, the difficulty of accur­
ately assessing the position in  C hina an d  its place in  the world is 
given deserved em phasis, as is the need for patience and  recogni­
tion tha t the problem s involved are very long term.
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T h e  Issues in the Cultural R evolu tion
In the first year or so of the C u ltu ra l R evo lu tion  it was clear 
enough tha t there was an  intense power struggle, and th a t there 
were issues involved regarded by the protagonists as vital, b u t it 
was not then very clear just w hat the issues were. T h e  relation 
between policies and  the struggle for pow er is com plex. T here  
are few m ajor pow er struggles w ithout policies being involved, and 
just as policies a ttrac t people, people a ttrac t policies, and  the p e r­
sonal im prin t of p ro m in en t leaders can be very great, as is obviously 
the case w ith M ao Tse-tung.
Stated briefly, the overall issue involved in  the C u ltu ra l R evolu­
tion was how to b u ild  a m odern socialist country ou t of a vast bu t 
poor agricu ltural country; w here the specific conditions include 
active hostility  from  the U nited  States, the break w ith  the Soviet 
U nion, the question ing  of some aspects at least of the Soviet m odel 
of socialism, and  the im pact of the scientific and  technological 
revolution which in  a way com pounds the problem s of “sim ple” 
industrialisation. P u t in  ano ther way, the over-all issue was the 
search for a Chinese way to solve these problem s. T h is  raises 
a num ber of m ore concrete issues w hich I w ill discuss here first 
of all from  the p o in t of view of seeking th e ir  positive and ra tional 
content, and  then  a ttem p t a critique of them.
1 M oral versus m ateria l incentives.
Involved here are a n u m b er of o ther questions such as “econom- 
ism ” in factories and  trade unions, the a ttitu d e  to the .economic 
reforms being adop ted  in  o ther socialist countries, the rate of 
collectivisation and  of com m une-isation in  the countryside, the 
role of private plots, of free m arkets, the a ttitu d e  to “rich  peasants”, 
and  the emphasis, especially in  the ru ra l com m unes, on general 
d istribu tion  out of the com m on fund  com pared w ith  paym ent for 
actual work units perform ed.
It is a tru ism  to say th a t bo th  m oral an d  m ateria l incentives 
are necessary —  in  fact they exist in  all socialist countries. T h e  
question is ra th e r  one of degree, of emphasis, w hich also may change 
from  time to time. T h e re  seems to be no theoretically  determ inable 
optim um . But i t  is on the degree of m ateria l incentive com pared 
w ith tha t of m oral th a t the Soviet practice has come in  for consider­
able criticism. N o com prehensive analysis of incomes in  the Soviet 
U nion  so far as I know  exists, b u t from sources available it seems 
th a t from unskilled to  highly skilled there m ight be a factor of 
three; for m anagers and  experts, counting  o ther privileges, the 
factor m ight be six; an d  for those in the top  adm in istra tion  of 
party  and  state this m igh t be doubled again. Such differences 
undoubted ly  con ta in  a tendency to become “castified” an d  give rise 
to certain “vested in terests.”
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In  the early days of the revolution  L enin  faced the problem , 
and  w rote enthusiastically  about “subbo tn iks” —  voluntary  u n ­
paid  w ork on Sundays:
Com m unism  begins when the  rank-and-file workers begin to display a self- 
sacrificing concern th a t is u n d aun ted  by arduous toil for increasing productivity 
of labor, for husbanding  every pood of grain, coal, iron and o ther products, 
which do  no t accrue to  the  workers personally o r to their “close” k ith  and kin, 
b u t to th e ir “d is tan t” k ith  and kin, i.e. to society as a whole, to tens and 
hundreds of m illions of people un ited  first in  one socialist state, and then  in a 
U nion of Soviet Republics.i
O n the o th e r hand , in  the conditions of misery existing in  Soviet 
Russia a t the  end  of the civil war, in  the  controversy over the trade 
unions, L en in  had  em phasised the need to give preference in  con­
sum ption  to  aid  the developm ent of p roduction .2 A t an earlier 
stage, in  1918 L enin  had  confessed th a t the eq ua lita rian  principles 
of the Paris C om m une could no t be app lied  in  the circum stances and 
th a t it  was sensible to  pay h igh  salaries for the tim e being to ex­
perts.3 L a te r the Stakhanovites (shock workers) exercised a form  of 
m oral influence while also receiving com paratively h igh wages. 
T hese an d  o ther experiences ind icate  th a t there are no readily 
definable or absolute standards in  this m atter.
L enin  h ad  also, in  discussing the Subbotniks po in ted  to the role 
of the m oral factor in  breaking  th rough  the problem  of low produc­
tivity and  starvation;
W e know th a t in  practice such contradictions are solved by breaking the  vicious 
circle, by b ring ing  about a radical change in  th e  m ood of the  masses by the 
heroic in itia tive  of ind iv idual groups which, against the  background of such a 
radical change, often plays a decisive role.*
T h ere  can be no dou b t in  the  m ind  of anyone who has visited 
C hina a t any tim e in  the last 20 years of the impressiveness of the 
m oral fervor and  enthusiasm  w hich has existed on a mass scale.
T h e  level of m ateria l rewards p articu larly  of the mass of peasants 
in  a peasant country, is also re la ted  to  the basic prob lem  of the 
so-called “prim itive socialist accum ulation .” In  Russia repression 
on a big scale was practised no t only in  the struggle against the 
kulaks, b u t also to  enforce a policy of keeping the countryside 
relatively backw ard technically and  cu ltu ra lly  so th a t funds would 
be available for industries and  cities. A g reater em phasis on m oral 
factors com bined w ith  a greater developm ent of industry  and  cul-
1 "A G reat B eginning”, in  the collection M arx-Engels-M arxism.
2 See Vol. 9 Selected Works, p. 13.
3 “T h e  Im m ediate  Tasks of the  Soviet G overnm ent”, Vol. 7 Selected Works, pp. 
322-3.
* "A G reat B eginning”.
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lure, even at a yet prim itive level, th rough  the Com m unes in 
C hina, cannot therefore be discounted as a possible alternative.
2 T h e  k ind of expert and  the kind of education.
M uch Chinese m ateria l contains a general (though no t absolute) 
tendency to decry experts as necessarily becom ing separated from  the 
masses, of an a ttitu d e  of superiority  to  the masses being  developed 
when m ental labor is separated from  m anual and  w hen there is 
a great gap in  living standards (it should perhaps be po in ted  out 
th a t the gap  betw een in tellectuals and  masses in  C h in a  has been 
trad itionally  m uch greater th an  we are accustom ed to). Consequ­
ently  a tendency to shorten  and  change form al education, a re­
newed and  greater em phasis on “going to the villages”, an  em phasis 
on self-reliance and  indigenous m ethods, and  a general struggle to 
prevent cadres and  experts consolidating in to  a “new  class” of 
organisation men, have been stressed.
3 T h e  “L ittle  R ed  B ook” of M ao quotations lends itself to being 
m ade fun of, b u t makes m ore sense if seen as a type of new m oral 
code replacing the C onfucian w hich perm eated every pore of 
Chinese society for hundreds of years. Sim ilarly the figure of Mao, 
together w ith the red  book can be taken as a un ify ing  an d  rallying 
po in t of a na tion  trad itionally  and  (at the present stage of develop­
m ent) inevitably, displaying strong centrifugal tendencies.
4 T h e  red  book could  be considered to  be a cu ltu ra l factor in  
the sense of a m oral code as m entioned  above, an d  there was a 
cam paign against en trenched  and  old cu ltu ra l forms, as well as 
foreign ones.
5 T h e  C u ltu ra l R evolution , genuinely to a degree a t least, d id  
harness the sp irit of enthusiasm , self-sacrifice and  revolutionary  
energy of youth, an d  some have praised M ao as the first political 
figure to consciously set ou t to do this in  today’s context.
6 All the above are in  general re la ted  to  m ethods such as reliance 
on mass movem ents an d  “big leaps”, and  “ideological rem ou ld ing” 
ra th e r than  physical suppression (though this was also present), 
and  theories, exam ined  later, abou t class struggle u n d e r socialism.
7 W hatever ra tiona lity  an d  practicality  is contained  in  the  above 
policies w hich were a t issue, is given g reater p o in t if re la ted  to  
expectations of ex ternal attack, som ething th a t appears in  a ra th e r 
different ligh t now, follow ing the invasion of Czechoslovakia, than  
it did before, while im perialism  has continued  to th rea ten . T h u s  
dispersal of m uch of industry  in  ru ra l areas and  com m unes, and 
em phasis on local self-sufficiency w ith sm aller, less sophisticated 
and  im provised industries, w hich m ay be less efficient on  a purely  
economic basis th an  concentration  on highly centralised  large-scale
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m odern industry, makes more sense if a p ro tracted  w ar on Chinese 
territo ry  is envisaged. Sim ilarly the em phasis on self-reliance and 
sim plicity of equ ipm ent in the army. Except for the Bomb. But 
I hen the stress on m oral as opposed to m aterial incentives could 
become a necessary con tribu tion  to  the diversion of resources to 
production  of the Bomb, w hether as pow er symbol, or deterrent, 
o r both.
l in t  W i l l  I t  W ork ?
T hese ra tiona l aspects exist and canno t be ignored, bu t many 
com m entators sym pathetic to C hina see merely these and  tu rn  a 
b lind  eye to o ther aspects and  considerations, such as
1 T h e  m oral and  the m aterial are easy to see separately in simple 
forms of m anual labor, bu t it is a very different m atter in highly 
com plex industries and  an in tegrated  economy. People in one 
section of a large factory, o r in all sections, may th ink  they are 
w orking well, bu t often cannot really assess the results of their 
work directly, and  need recourse to econom ic categories w hich can 
sum  u p  the whole, such as profitability. Joan  R obinson correctly 
points ou t th a t there is a difference between profits as a criterion 
of efficiency and as an incentive, b u t goes on to say tha t the Chinese 
claim  tha t the one inevitably leads to the o ther.5 But if such 
econom ic m eans are no t em ployed the results of “m oral fervor” 
may not be readily m easured or effectively a tta ined  and so may 
become m ore difficult to  m ain ta in  as tim e goes on.
Also, w hen the atm osphere is such and  there is the social pressure 
to  conform , it may be possible to  m a in ta in  hard  m anual labor in 
a team  for qu ite  a long time. B ut w ithou t a m aterial incentive as 
well, it well may prove m ore difficult to get people to pu t time 
an d  effort in to  the acquiring  of new, unaccustom ed skills. T h a t is, 
there well could be, and in  fact seems to have been, m ore difficulties 
in the factories.
And is the reliance on the m oral factor actually as great as is 
made out? D ifferentiation of incomes is one thing, bu t the prospect 
of m ateria l gain  m ade collectively is, a t least from  time to time, 
em phasised. For exam ple M ao Tse-tung:
We should do  everything possible to enable the peasants in norm al years to 
raise their personal incomes year by year on the  basis of increased production .”
Furtherm ore, there are very big differences in incomes in different 
parts of the country. Colin M ackerras records ann u al com m une
ft i l ic  C ultural R evolution  in China, Penguin, 1969, p . 13.
<• On the Correct H andling  o f Contradictions A m ong the People, Foreign L an­
guages Press. Peking. 1957. p. 86.
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incomes (apart from  private  plots etc., w hich still exist) ranging  
from  SU.S.25 w ithou t add itional grain to SU.S.200 plus g ra in .7
A nother observer gives the average ann u al wage of an industria l 
worker as over $U.S.300,8 and  I should be surprised if people 
“higher u p ’’ do no t get still h igher incomes, on a graded scale, as 
they did when I was in  C hina.
W hy cannot m oral incentive (working for the good of d istan t 
k ith  and kin) overcome these great discrepancies? T ru e , it is m ore 
difficult the m ore d istan t the k ith  and  kin are, b u t some better 
exp lanation  is needed th an  Jo an  R obinson’s com m ent th a t “political 
danger” and  “econom ic efficiency” preclude this at p resent.9 T h is 
may be so, bu t it could then  be th a t the same situation  and  econom ic 
considerations are opera ting  in  o ther socialist countries.
A nother w riter gives as one of the reasons for the em phasis on 
decentralisation and  indigenous m ethods ra th e r th an  concentration 
in  m odern industry, no t only the problem  of tran sp o rt for m aterials 
and the products of feeder industries, bu t the  difficulty of deciding 
between conflicting claims of jealous provinces.10 W hy cannot 
m oral incentive be b rough t to bear to solve this problem ?
2 M odern industry  —  and  especially in  these days of the scientific 
and  technological revolu tion  —  dem ands an  increasing num ber 
of highly educated an d  creative people, and  these can really only 
develop fully in  conditions of freedom , b o th  from  pressing m ateria l 
worries and  ideological strictures. A nd even if dispersed, smaller, 
and  more im provised industries will suffice in  m any cases, it cannot 
do so in  the nuclear field, in  rockets, a ircraft, electronics, oxygen- 
steel production  etc. no t to speak of m ore social spheres of activity 
involving the tra in in g  of socialist economists, bankers, traders, and  
adm inistrators for the w hole country. A nd as po in ted  ou t earlier, 
skilled workers in  m odern  factories may no t prove so easy to come 
by. Yet the trade unions have been destroyed as hotbeds of “econom- 
ism .” C onsequently  the proclaim ed princip les w ill have to be 
m odified considerably if the Chinese are to a tta in  ends w hich they 
undoubted ly  do w ant to a tta in . T h e  rate of catching u p  w ith  o ther 
countries, w hich depends to  qu ite  a degree on the above, m ay also 
become a political, m oral factor w hich could generate a t least 
some conditions for a “C oun ter C u ltu ra l R evo lu tion” to  b ring  it 
about.
T Colin Mackerras and Neale H u n te r, China Observed, Nelson, 1967, p. 43.
8 Hans Granqvist, T he R ed  Guard, Nelson, 1967, p. 6.
I* The Cultural R evo lu tion  in China, p . 37.
10 Bruce M cFarlane “Developm ents in  the  C ultu ral R evolution”, O utlook, No. 3,
1968.
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Ancl w hile com batting  the developm ent of bureaucracy am ong 
cadres, adm inistrators and  experts is com m endable, may no t one set 
of bureaucrats have been replaced by another? T h ere  is the situation 
arising from  the un-arguable dem and for acceptance tha t “M ao is 
rig h t” before any dem ocratic discussion is allowed (outside of this, 
the new set-up may be less bureaucratic  for a time.) B ut is it not 
also necessary to tackle this endem ic problem  in o ther ways as well? 
As Jo an  R obinson  recognises:
T o  develop a m odern industria l state . . . needs planning, coordination and 
unified com m and. A governm ent hierarchy working through a bureaucratic 
appara tus cannot be dispensed w ith . . . T h e  C u ltu ra l Revolution has swung 
the balance violently against organisation towards popular spontaneity; how 
can it be kept from gradually  creeping back?n
3 T h e  need for a national unifying figure such as M ao in  the 
conditions of C hina may be accepted, b u t the question of degree is 
surely of im portance. In  my view there is com pletely unrestrained 
adu la tion  and  a reckless releasing of nationalism . W here will it 
lead and  how can it be stopped? A m oral code is good so far as 
it goes if its precepts are good, b u t as an un th ink ing ly  accepted, 
absolute tru th  w hich is pu t beyond question  it works against ra tio n ­
ality, the developm ent of free m inds and  dem ocratic processes. 
T h e re  is strong evidence of a m arkedly less degree of reasoning out 
and  w illingness to  discuss all sides and  all points of view in Chinese 
m ateria l pub lished  over the last three years th an  there was over 
fifteen years ago when I was there, and  this I believe is a bad  sign.
4 G etting  rid  of backward elem ents of cu lture  is good, bu t 
no t if it  is indiscrim inately directed against the heritage of the 
past. I still believe L enin  was right, in  his address to the youth  in  
192012 to  p o in t ou t th a t one could no t become a com m unist w ithout 
acqu iring  the sum of hum an  knowledge, th a t this was how m arxism  
arose, an d  th a t it was certainly not enough to  learn com m unist (or 
little  red  book?) slogans. A nd it is h a rd  indeed to accept that 
Beethoven should  be considered as a bourgeois co rrup to r of the 
youth.
5 T h e  above and  o ther negative sides of the m obilisation  of 
the youth  in  the R ed  G uard  cannot be overlooked o r accepted 
merely as an  exigency in  a b itte r po litical struggle. If the youth 
have been released from  one conform ity, have they no t been plunged 
still m ore deeply in to  another? T h e re  is also evidence of cynicism 
being generated, and  of d isorien tation  in  app lication  to study for 
exam ple, w hich may no t be so readily  overcom e.13
11 T h e  C ultural R evo lu tion  in China, p. 43.
>- L enin , "T h e  Tasks of the  Y outh Leagues", in  M arx-Engels-M arxism.
13 See China Observed, C hapter 14.
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(i Mass m ovem ents and big leaps certainly have a vital place in 
the developm ent ol socialist society, (the first five year p lan  in the 
Soviet U nion was a big leap and a mass m ovem ent), bu t they are 
lar Irom being a un iversa lly  applicable m ethod. If they are treated 
as such and continually  repeated, may not they produce dim inishing 
returns? Ideological rem ould ing  can be a pow erful and useful 
m ethod, bu t carried to extrem es it can be as pa in fu l as a gaol 
sentence for political non conformists.
T o  sum up, the policies now in operation  as the  result of the 
victory of Mao in the C u ltu ra l R evolution have chances of some 
success, bu t contain m any negative features which, if uncorrected, 
will h inder econom ic and  social progress and may produce a politic al 
reaction. T here  is some evidence however tha t the policies may be 
modified m ore in  practice than  the absoluteness of the words used 
suggest. T h e  ex ternal influences could well be decisive in determ in­
ing the course of fu tu re  developm ents.
T h e  Power Struggle
1 his was a m ajor p a rt of the C u ltu ra l R evolution, an d  was waged 
w ith great intensity, even m ore than  other pow er struggles in the 
Chinese C om m unist Party, w hich have a long history. I t seems tha t 
there developed in  the la tte r half of the ’th irties a long term  
alliance between M ao Tse-tung and  L iu  Shao-chi w hich carried 
th rough to the 7th Congress of the Party in  1945 and  after.
T h e  period ’49 to ’57 is som ething of a mystery, in  th a t although 
M ao’s prestige nationally  and  in ternationally  was at its height, 
in  in ternal affairs a t least he seemed, uncharacteristically , to take 
som ething of a back seat. Few speeches or w-ritings are a ttrib u ted  
to him  in this period. Perhaps this is a ttrib u tab le  to M ao’s lack ol 
fam iliarity, com pared w ith others, w ith the new conditions of 
shifting head-quarters to the cities and  concentration  on problem s 
of industrialisation , w ith a considerable degree of reliance on 
Soviet experience and  Soviet assistance.11 A part from  the three- 
antis and five-antis ideological rem ould ing  cam paigns15 the one 
big domestic issue on w hich M ao seems to have exerted  himself 
was over the rate  of collectivisation (which M ao w anted  speeded 
up  in  1955). In  1954 there had  been the struggle against Kao Kang,
n  T here  is conclusive evidence th a t Mao's works were re vam ped somewhat in 
this period probably  w ith  Soviet participation  to m ake them  m ore "orthodox 
m arxist” th an  they originally  were. He was also patronised , not for the  first 
time, as a “peasant leader.” His resentm ent may well be im agined. See, for 
exam ple, Schram, M ao Tse-tung.
l ”> Against waste, bureaucracy and corruption , and against b ribery  of govern­
m ent personnel, tax evasion, theft of State property, cheating  on governm ent con­
tracts, and stealing economic inform ation.
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an im p o rtan t figure in  the N orth  east an d  Jao  Shu-shih. It seems 
generally accepted th a t L iu (and Chou En-lai) were the im m ediate 
targets of Kao, b u t it is also possible th a t M ao wras the ultim ate 
target, and  tha t this helped to cement the M ao-Liu alliance lot a 
fu rth er period.
M ao played a m ino r role in the 8th Congress in 1956, m aking a 
very hum bly w orded opening speech. Reference to the T h o u g h t 
of M ao was om itted  from  the new constitu tion  adopted at this 
Congress, f t is said tha t M ao chastised his comrades afterwards, 
saying th a t the decisions of the Congress appeared “ left" bu t were 
in fact “rig h t.”
In 1958, p robably  associated w ith an  extensive tour undertaken  
by M ao, came the mass developm ent of the people’s com m unes and 
the ‘great leap forw ard”, w hich for a tim e seemed to carry all 
before it. T h e  six th  m eeting of the C entral Com m ittee m eeting in 
D ecem ber was apparen tly  still seized w ith  this. T h is m eeting 
repeated  the ex travagant claims about p roduction  in tha t year and 
targets for 1959 (steel was claim ed to have increased from 5.35 m il­
lion tons in  1957 to 11 m illion  in 1958, and  18 m illion  was projected 
for 1959; the figures for coal for these years were given as 130, 270 
and  380 m illion  tons; grain  185, 375, and  525 m illion  tons; cotton 
1.64, 3.35 and  5 m illion  tons.) T h e  tim e for transition  to ow ner­
ship by the w'hole people (as distinct from  collective ownership) 
was given as 3 to 6 years, or a little  longer, and  “some years” after 
the transition  to com plete com m unism  was envisaged.
Yet it was a t this m eeting tha t M ao announced  his in ten tio n  not 
to stand for C hairm anship  of the State (he rem ained C hairm an of 
the Party), saying tha t he w ould be able then  “to set aside more 
tim e for m arxist-leninist theoretical w ork.”38 Know ing som ething 
of how such decisions are arrived at, it seems certain  th a t it was 
m ade at least some m onths before, a t the height of the apparen t 
success of the great leap. A possible exp lanation  for this may be 
th a t M ao felt in te rna l problem s were w^ell on the way to solution, 
and  th a t he could concentrate on ex ternal problem s, particularly  
the grow ing differences w ith the CPSU.
In  A ugust 1959, w ith revision of the exaggerations of the great 
leap still going on, defence m inister Peng T eh-huai was dismissed 
apparen tly  for having earlier in  the year “launched  a fierce on­
slaught on the P arty ’s general line,”17 and  on the leadership of
16 R esolution of C entral Com m ittee, published in  Peking Review  No. 43, Dec. 
23, 1958.
17 “ R esolution of 8th Plenary Session of E igh th  C entral Com m ittee of CPC 
concerning the A nti-Party  C lique H eaded by Peng T eh -h u a i” , excerpts published 
in Peking R eview  No. 34, August 18, 1967.
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.Mao. He and others associated w ith h im  were declared to have 
been linked w ith Kao Kang, and  there were im plications tha t both 
were in league w ith  the Soviet U nion. Peng is said to have 
urged a m odernly equ ip p ed  army, w ith , reliance on the Soviet 
U nion in this respect. Peng was replaced by L in Piao, and il ap ­
pears certain  th a t M ao set out 011 a long course to  ensure that, 
w ith L in ’s assistance, the arm y w ould be loyal to h im  (a sort ol 
precursor of the C u ltu ra l R evolution was carried  ou t in the an m  
before it wras launched  in  the nation  as a whole) and  to overcome 
t lie damage done to his prestige.
T h e  insistence w ith w hich it has been claim ed d u rin g  the C u l­
tu ra l R evolution  th a t any losses in  the great leap were m ade good 
in  the recent period, for exam ple the cu rren t use of buildings 
erected in  tha t period, and  the venom  w ith  w hich detractors 
of the great leap18 are still denounced, indicates th a t m any m ore 
th an  Peng were involved, bu t why they allowed him  to be sacrificed, 
o r could not p revent it, is no t clear.
For some years after this, cautious, pragm atic, and m ore “incen­
tive-oriented” policies were pursued to overcome the afterm ath  of 
the great leap, the n a tu ra l calam ities, and  the w ithdraw al of Soviet 
technicians. O n the ex ternal front, w ith  w hich M ao seems to 
have been m ost closely associated, there seems to have been a 
rem arkable degree of un ity  in  the intense cam paign launched 
against Soviet policies in  general and “K hruschov revisionism ” in 
particu lar, despite some m inor dark  h in ts d u rin g  the C ultural 
R evolution th a t L iu  and  his associates were prepared  to seek some 
accom m odation w ith  the Soviet U nion.
However some sort of paralysis of the party  appara tus set in  d u r­
ing this period, p robably  reflecting the inab ility  of e ither side to 
m uster the forces to  overcome the other. M ao had, despite the 
failure of the great leap still considerable prestige am ong the masses 
and had secured support of the army. L iu and  T en g  had  the party  
and  governm ent apparatus. T h e  stalem ate is shown in the absence 
of C entral Com m ittee meetings, which were supposed, under the 
1956 constitu tion, to be held  at least twice a year, w hich was ob­
served up  to the m eeting  in  A ugust 1959 at which Peng T eh-huai 
was sacked. T h e  nex t was held  in  1961, and  n o th in g  was reported  
of it. T here  was an o th er in  Septem ber 1962 which m ade im portan t
T here  are few statistics on the  losses in the “great leap ". One authority , 
Uchida, in Scientific A m erican, Nov. ’66, claims th a t 400,000 backyard furnaces 
tor m aking iron  were b u ilt, of which only 300 have rem ained and been developed. 
These are said to produce now about one th ird  of C hina's iron  and steel. Ol 
course critics claim, on the  face of it w ith some justice, th a t even if some sudi 
“great leap” products are now used, the  re tu rn  on outlay is m uch less than 
w ould have been if used m ore rationally .
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changes in ihc secretarial, and the next was not held till August 
1966 w here M ao was able to m uster a small m ajority. T h e  last 
was held  in  O ctober 1968, a prelude to the calling of the 9th C on­
gress in  A pril 1969, w hich set tlie* seal for the present on Mao's 
\ ic to n .
Four stages in tlie developm ent of the C u ltu ra l R evolution have 
been set ou t in a speech a ttrib u ted  to M ao T se-tung.1" T h e  first 
was the pub lica tion  in N ovem ber 196j  of an attack on the w riter 
W u H an  for his play T he  Dismissal of H ai Jtii, w hich is said, 
probably  w ith justification, to be a defence of Peng T eh-huai. T h e  
au th o r of this attack  was Yao W en-Yuan, Mao's son-in-law. Pre­
ceding this (February '6')) there was a great new spate of praise 
for M ao, whose works were reported  to be h a rd  to get in 196-1, and 
a new em phasis on political subjec ts in the curricula of the schools.-" 
B ut perhaps the decisive move was the issuing of the May 16, 196(5 
“C ircu lar of the C entral C om m ittee" w hich launched the violent 
a ttack  on Peng Chen, M ayor of Peking, beg inning  the struggle to 
get at Liu.
T h is c ircu lar may have arisen from  a reported  m eeting in  Shan­
ghai of M ao, L in  Piao, Chou En-lai and  others, w hich probably 
also organised the forces for the C en tra l C om m ittee m eeting in 
August. In  this period too (May 1966) the first “Big C haracter 
Poster" was p u t up  in  Peking U niversity by a young w om an N ieh 
Y uan-t/u  (later elected a candidate m em ber of the C entral Com ­
m ittee at the 19th Congress), w hich was im m ediately praised by- 
Mao, and  signalled the beginning of the R ed  G uard  m ovem ent, 
w hich was to last for m ore than  two years and  closed the schools 
and  universities.
T h e  second stage is p u t as being irom  the C entral Com m ittee 
m eeting in  A ugust ’66 to the “Jan u ary  storm " of 1967, which was 
focussed on the key city of Shanghai. T h e  struggle there raged 
back ancl fo rth  for m ost of th a t year. O n Jan u ary  9, 1967, the 
Shanghai W orkers R evolutionary  R ebel G eneral H eadquarters ancl 
thirty-one o ther rebel organisations issued an “U rgent N otice” to all 
Shanghai people. I t contained a ten-poin t proposal, expressing 
their com m on in terest in  dealing a heavy blow to the “bourgeois 
reactionary  lin e .” T h e  notice nu llified  m any acts previously issued 
by the P arty  and  the M unicipal G overnm ent of Shanghai.-1
From  then  began the th ird  stage of “ trip le  alliances” (of leaders
" \  Xalk on Strategic D ispositions’’ A eu' L e ft Review  No. 51, M arch-A pril 1969. 
->n Colin M ackcrras, China Observed, C hapters 0 and 12.
- 1 The Chinese C ultural R evolution: Selected D ocum ents, K. H . Fan Fxl., M onth­
ly Review Press, 1968, p . 26.
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ol ilic new revolutionary  organisations, representatives of the Peo­
ple s L iberation  Army in the area, and an acceptable section of the 
leading cadres) and  the so-called “seizure of pow er" from  the old 
slate and party apparatus.-- These trip le alliances were often u n ­
able to be lorm ed or split ap art after being form ed, bu t were 
reform ed and  gradually  spread over the country.23
1 he iourtli stage was the all-out attack on L iu  Shao-chi beginning 
in M arch-April 1908, w hile a filth may be identified w ith  the 
C entral Com m ittee m eeting  in October, and  the 9th Congress 
in A pril this year.
A great deal could be said abou t the venom  w ith  w hich the 
struggle was waged, and  the unprincip led  n a tu re  of m any of the 
charges m ade long a lte r  the events to w hich they referred. 1 will 
deal w ith the problem  in general later, and here give just one, bu t 
(jtiite typical exam ple. In the article published on Septem ber 20, 
1903, Peking Revieu>, No. 30 “O n the question of S ta lin”, one of 
m any replies to a le tte r from  the CPSU by the E dito ria l D epart­
m ents ol People s Daily  and R ed  Flag, w ith all of w hich M ao m ust 
have been closely associated, we read:
In the late twenties, the th irties and the  early and m iddle forties, the  Chinese 
M arxist-I.eninists represented  by Comrades Mao T se-tung and  L iu Shao-chi 
resisted the influence of Stalin's mistakes; they gradually  overcame the  erroneous 
lines of "Left" and R ight opportunism  and finally led the Chinese revolution 
lo \ idol v.
I hey (the C PS l ) have no t m ade an overall historical and scientific analysis 
ol his life and work b u t have completely negated him  w ithout any distinction 
between right and wrong. T hey  have treated  Stalin not as a com rade bu t as
an enemy.
If one compares the  rem arks m ade by Khrushchov when Stalin was alive with 
those m ade after his death , one will no t fail to see th a t K hrushchov has m ade a 
180-degree tu rn  in his evaluation of Stalin.
It is not necessary to belabor the po in t of the different evalua­
tions of Litt as he appears in  this quo ta tion  in  1963 and  in  writings 
about him  in 1968, or the wholesale negation of the w ork of a m an
— on m uch less evidence, be it noted, than  is available in  the case 
of S ta lin .-1
\ \  ha t is the overall result of four years of intense inner-party  and 
“class” struggle? It is undoub ted ly  a victory for Mao, b u t despite 
the fact th a t the opposition  has been overwhelm ed, it does no t seem 
lo be an overw helm ing victory. T h e  constitu tion  adop ted  at the
- -  See for exam ple L. Aarons, Tribune , M arch 8, 1967.
- :l Mao Tse-tung, "T alk  on Strategic Dispositions", X L it  No. 54, p. 34.
- t  See also Ind ictm en t w ith o u t Trial, T he  Case of L iu  Shao-chi, by A. E. Kent, 
W orking Paper No. 11, D epartm en t of In terna tional Relations, A ustralian N a­
tional University, 1969.
21
A IS T R A I.IA N  I FI T  REVIEW October-November KIG'J
‘till Congress says “Com rade L in Piao is Com rade M ao Tse-tung's 
dose comrade-in-arms and successor". N am ing  a successor in a 
constitu tion  is unprecedented  in a C om m unist Party and, so lar 
as 1 know, in any republican type constitu tion . It certainly hardly 
speaks lo r a stable situation.
On the 21 m em ber Political B ureau are M ao and  his wife, Lin 
and  his wile, M ao's son-in-law, Chu T e h  who is over HO and has 
played little  role for m any years, and  a num ber of M ao's closest 
associates, i t  is no slighting of the women as such to say tha t Mao's 
wife was little  heard  of till recently, w hile even less achievements 
are known of concerning L in ’s wife.
T h ere  are reports of problem s in ru n n in g  the factories w ith the 
new leadership, and  in  general, m oral incentives notw ithstanding, 
the new policies will have to show th a t they can “deliver the 
goods". M ao’s death, should it occur relatively soon, could cause 
considerable problem s of succession (despite the constitution), 
and in continu ity  of ]>olicies. N evertheless the present M ao team 
m ust be considered as pretty  firmly in  the saddle for qu ite  some 
tim e to come. T h e  biggest “unknow n” is the course and consequ­
ences of an extension of the m ilitary  conflict w ith the Soviet U nion.
T h e  Chinese View of World Revolutionary Strategy
l used w ith the trad itiona l Chinese view of the world m entioned 
at the beginning  and  of their views on socialism and socialist theory, 
is a view of the fu rth er course of the w orld socialist revolution. 
T h is  is based on the conceptions of experiences ol the ir own 
struggle elevated to a w orld level — arm ed struggle as the form  ol 
struggle, su rround ing  the city from  the countryside, and the view 
tha t the Chinese form  of socialism is the one  universal form. Says 
I,in  Piao:
t aking the  en tile  globe, if N orth America and  W estern Europe can be called 
" th e  cities of the world", then  Asia, Africa and L atin  America constitu te “the 
ru ra l areas of the  w orld".-'1
O uitc  consistent, then, w ith  all this, is M ao's claim  th a t “the 
Chinese road is the only one to lib e ra tio n ” . H e then goqs on, having 
spoken of C h ina’s industria l and  m ilitary  developm ents: “China 
should no t only be the political centre of the w orld revolution. 
It m ust also become the m ilitary and  technical centre of the world 
revo lu tion ."-1
In view of this, and  in  view of the long grow ing and now extremely 
intense conflict w ith the Soviet U nion  described elsewhere in  this
"Long Live the  Victory of People's W ar" in  People’s Daily, Septem ber 3, 1965. 
2« S I  R . No. 54.
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issue, and  the w ounded and now strongly expressed nationalism  in 
C hina (nationalism  is not confined to C hina, of course), the struggle 
for hegemony of the w orld revolutionary  m ovem ent against the 
hegemony of the Soviet U nion becomes m ore understandable, if 
no more edifying, as do the clashes over the border, w hich are 
m anifestations of them , bu t which cannot be adequately  explained 
by any conflict of strictly na tional interests.
A nother very im p o rtan t light on this is provided by the m ounting  
c laim  th a t M ao T se-tung  T h o u g h t is the  m arxism -leninism  of the 
present era. W hen 1 was in  C hina we wrere asked: ‘‘W hat classics 
of m arxism -leninism  have you read?” In  answer to the question 
“W ere the works of M ao to  be considered as classics?” it  was said: 
“ Make u p  your own m in d ”, bu t I had a clear im pression even 
th en  th a t the Chinese believed the only reasonable answer was 
“Yes".
T here  were o ther, less definable indications th a t the Chinese 
believed th a t M ao should be considered the w orld ’s lead ing  m arxist
— even before S ta lin ’s death  — and  this developed fu rth e r after 
Stalin had gone.
Here it is in teresting  to note the Chinese analysis of S talin  m ade 
in 19(i3. S ta lin ’s strong points are listed as: having fought Tsarism  
and  propagated  m arxism ; having led the in te rna l and  ex ternal 
fight of the Soviet U nion  after L en in ’s death; of having upheld  
the line of industria lisation  and  collectivisation; of having  defended 
m arxism  against opportun ism  and  developed it; of hav ing  led the 
Soviet U nion to victory in the war; as having a correct foreign 
policy ‘on the w hole” and  (NB) of having stood in the forefront of 
the tide of history, gu id ing  the struggle.
His weaknesses are stated as: having sometimes fallen in to  m eta­
physics and  subjectivism , of having on occasions been divorced 
from  reality and the masses; of having confused different types of 
contradictions in  socialist society; of failing  to understand  class 
struggle in  socialist society correctly, and  m aking mistakes in  
hand ling  counter-revolutionaries; of failing to  u p ho ld  dem ocratic 
centralism ; of having m ade mistakes in  relations w ith o ther parties 
and  given some bad counsel in  the in te rna tiona l m ovem ent.27
W ith  the possible exception of uphold ing  dem ocratic centralism  
(and even this may be claim ed now the party  appara tus bu ilt by 
L iu  and  T en g  has been smashed and replaced by M ao’s), it  will 
be seen tha t Mao is claim ed to have all S ta lin ’s good points, while 
his specific fu rth er co n trib u tio n  has been in  the fields w here Stalin 
was weak. On Practice and  On Contradiction  dispose of the meta-
2" "O n the Question of Stalin ", P eking R eview  No. 38, Septem ber 20, 1963.
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physics and subjectivism, the mass line ami mass movements dispose 
ol the divorce from  reality and the masses, and On the ('.owed 
H andling  o f  Contradictions A m ong  the People  disposes ol the con­
fusion ol different types ol contradictions, the incorrect handling  
of counter-revolutionaries and  class struggle in socialist society, 
l'.specially when taken together w ith the C u ltu ra l R evolution which 
is claim ed to  be a universal th ird  stage (after seizing power and 
establishing socialism) of revolution “carried out under the D ictator­
ship of the P ro le taria t to consolidate it — the need for a seizure ol 
power lim ited  to certain  spheres and certain  regions, not in the 
whole of society".2*
It is not necessary to w rite down the great achievem ents in thought 
and action of Mao Tse-tung, or to ignore the fact th a t he has been 
a tow ering figure on the world scene for over th irty  five years, or to 
deny the great im portance of p rom inen t leaders, to find in the 
above claims and  the adu la tion  so sedulously fostered, a “cult of 
the ind iv idual"  both  ridiculous and m enacing and for w hich off­
setting factors are not even sought by M ao and his followers, still 
less found.
A Criticism of the Chinese View of W orld Revolutionary Strategy
A lthough it has aspects which should  be taken in to  account,
I believe th a t overall the Chinese p icture  of the world revolutionary 
process is faulty  for the following m ain  reasons:
1 It is a p icture of the world so oversim plified as to be false. 
W hile correctly em phasising the trem endous im portance of the 
national liberation  movements, it is w rong in virtually  w riting  oil 
the revolu tionary  poten tia l of the w orking class of the West, and 
the new contradictions arising in  m odern capitalism  w hich can lead 
to a revolutionary  resurgence are not recognised, still less under­
stood. T h e  insistence of one sole m ethod  of struggle — arm ed 
struggle — does no t take account of or explain  the varied forms 
of anti-im perialist advance.
2 T ak in g  some concrete issues of w orld politics, the Chinese 
often seem to me to be wrong. For exam ple, on V ietnam  the evid­
ence th a t they have ham pered the delivery of supplies from  the 
Soviet U nion; in the M iddle Fast th e ir opposition to a political 
settlem ent between Arabs and Israelis, and the ir support for those 
extrem e A rab nationalist calls for the destruction  of Israel; their 
fanning of the India-Pakistan conflict, and  their preparedness to 
deal w ith W est G erm any, the U nited  States and o ther countries 
while denouncing  others who do so.
More generally, the problem  of “peaceful co-existence’’ is ap ­
proached by C hina, as it is by the Soviet U nion, from  the p o in t of
-s T h e  C ultural R evo lu tion  in China, p. 48.
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view of world strategic considerations as seen th rough  the ir own 
national eyes, mistakes often being m ade on this account. For 
exam ple the V ietnam ese were hostile to the CPSU at the tim e 
when it suggested they should “in the interests of peace” give up
I lie struggle against the US. O n the o ther hand , the Chinese were 
opposed to the V ietnam ese using political as well as m ilitary  means 
in the struggle against the US, apparen tly  u rg ing  the Vietnamese 
to “fight to the en d ’’ even if this m eant na tional suicide.
O n the question of the danger from  and im portance of avoiding 
nuclear war, the Chinese certainly err greatly, in  my view, by u n d er­
estim ation and  rid iculous “paper tiger’’ talk  (the w hile p u ttin g  
the ob tain ing  of the bom b as a num ber one objective). T h e  Soviet 
U nion correctly p o in tin g  to the un to ld  calam ity nuclear w ar would 
be, sometimes h in ts at the im m inence of it (during  the Czech inva­
sion for exam ple) to  cu rta il opposition  in  the nam e of the primacy 
of the larger issue.
3 By their deep-seated urge for hegemony, an d  the insistence 
on 100% acceptance of the ir line, the Chinese have a lienated  and 
repelled m any others. T h e  Com m unist P arty  of Jap an  was very 
close to C hina for m any years, includ ing  after the Japanese break 
w ith the CPSU, b u t it now denounces equally  the “great na tion  
chauvinism ’’ of both.
C uba was, in  political o rien ta tio n  in  the struggle in  L a tin  America 
(as well as in  a n u m b er of in te rn a l policies), closer to C hina than  
to the Soviet U nion, b u t still had  their in te rn a l affairs in terfered  
in  despite specific requests and  dem ands. A dep u ta tio n  of L atin  
Am erican com m unists from  a num ber of countries, m any of whom 
were favorably disposed to  Chinese policies, visited C hina in  late 
1964. T hey  were hectored  and  harangued by M ao Tse-tung because 
they would not accept Chinese leadership 100%.20 W e had  sim ilar 
experiences in  this country, as d id  m any others.
Some Theoretical Questions Involved
In  add ition  to the question  of m oral a r d  m ateria l incentives in  
socialist society m en tioned  earlier, a num ber of general theoretical 
problem s for socialists emerge from  consideration of the course of 
the Chinese R evolu tion  and  the Sino-Soviet conflict.
1 As touched on earlier, the different backgrounds of nations 
and  revolutions show enorm ous m u ltip lic ity  and  divergence, as 
do the ways to b u ild  socialism and  the n a tu re  of w hat is in  fact
20 T here  is some indication  of a greater flexibility in  present Chinese polity, 
w ith the emphasis on the  ab ility  of their adherents in o ther countries to exercise 
real political influence. See the  E dito rial in C om m unist, No. 5, reprin ted  in 
English in Soviet News A pril 29, 1969.
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bu ilt. A nd this m u ltip lic ity  and  divergence even increases fu rther 
as m ore socialist countries emerge, the existing ones evolve, and 
the character of various parts of the non-socialist w orld also changes. 
T h e  developm ent of previous social systems showed a sim ilar great 
variety. Franz Fanon spoke of the th ird  world countries not 
regard ing  themselves, in  the ir revolutions, as becom ing a part of 
the existing socialist world, b u t of using the fact th a t such a world 
existed  vis-a-vis capitalism , to  advance in  the ir own, perhaps very 
distinctive ways. H e spoke in  particu la r of the need for the peasants 
to be b rou g h t to advance themselves, regard ing  the town working 
class and  petty  and national bourgeoisie as com ing to stand in  the 
way of this because of their relatively privileged position and  a tti­
tudes.30
W ith o u t iden tify ing  M ao’s views w ith  Fanon's, J have already 
ind icated  tha t, uno rthodox  though they may be, the people’s com ­
m unes may have some viability  as a new way to tackle w hat was 
tackled in  q u ite  a different way in  the Soviet U nion. In  another 
aspect, the G erm an m arxist econom ist Kuczynski spoke of a new — 
the agricu ltu ra l — way to industria lisa tion .31
Some people get agitated w hen such things are po in ted  out, saying 
there are fundam entals, com m on features, universals w hich m ust be 
upheld  a t all costs, lest everything go to pot. B ut if experience is 
taken seriously the harvest of such universals, at least in  any usable 
form, is fairly  confined — a change in  political power, public 
ow nership in  place of private (both large scale and m uch of ind iv­
idual m eans of p roduction), mass involvem ent on a great scale in 
the revo lu tion  itself and  after (though in  some cases no t for so very 
long), an d  some form  of revolutionary  organisation. W ith  the 
enorm ous variety in  all of these w ith in  themselves, and  the continual 
fu rth e r com plicating of the conditions in  which revolutionary 
struggles proceed, repetition  of such “well-known tru th s” tells us 
precious little  abou t o u r own struggle.
Insistence by the leaders of CPC or the  CPSU and by those who 
follow them  on the one true pa th  (theirs) and  the one true in te r­
p re ta tion  of m arxism  o r m arxism -leninism  (theirs), ham pers ra ther 
th an  reveals an d  helps.32 W e must  a ttem p t o u r own analysis on the 
basis of o u r study and understand ing  of m arxist and  o ther writings 
a t the tim e, and  on the basis of our practical experiences of the 
struggle. In  p a rticu la r we should  e laborate  the principles of the 
socialist society we stand for. W e should  do  so still m ore boldly, still 
m ore thoroughly  th an  we have done h itherto .
so T h e  W retched of the Earth, Penguin.
31 See Australian L e ft Review , No. 4, 1966.
32 T h is problem  is no t confined to the CPC and the  CPSU.
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2 T h e  role of the hum an  will in  society, in  history: the re la tio n ­
ship between the objective and  the subjective. T h e  question here 
is not ‘can the subject exist w ithou t the ob jec t’, o r “w hich is p rim ­
ary’’, bu t of the in ter-relations between the two and  the degree to 
which the subjective elem ent, the hum an will, can open up new 
possibilities in social developm ent. I th ink  this degree has trad itio n ­
ally been underestim ated  in  m arxist theory, and  this has had, though 
not in  all cases in  practice (Lenin, Mao, Castro, H o Chi M inh), 
determ inistic and thus in h ib itin g  and dogm atic influences. But 
w hat can be said m ore than  this, if anything? At least we ought to 
ponder and  study the problem . I th ink  one difficulty (in  elaborating  
a theory on the question , th a t is) is tha t the problem  changes greatly 
from  tim e to tim e, and  requires a separate concrete analysis on 
each occasion. B ut there do seem to be “historic ju n c tu res” — 
revolutionary  situations of course are foremost here, b u t are not 
the only ones —  where the possibilities, the hum an  options, m ultip ly , 
and  a great effort of will can produce sta rtling  changes. S tuart 
Schram, whose biography of M ao Tse-tung33 should be read by all, 
regards M ao’s view th a t “the subjective creates the objective ”, as one 
of his chief characteristics.
It may be th a t M ao, a lthough  an opponen t of the old Chinese 
cu lture in  the m ain, is influenced to a degree by the mystical trad i­
tion  of all Eastern philosophy —  tha t is the search for tru th  
“w ith in ”, ra th e r th an  “w ith o u t”. C ertainly M ao’s account of 
“contrad ic tion” in  places follows very closely the ancien t Chinese 
view, and there is the failu re to distinguish it from  the W estern, 
H egelian an d  M arxist, view. T h is  is no t necessarily to condem n. 
Eastern philosophy has in  the m ain been trea ted  for too long in 
western society w ith  ignorance or contem pt.
3 R elated to this question  is th a t of the base and  superstructure 
(the terms being used here because they are trad itional, no t neces­
sarily definitive). T h e  Chinese say tha t despite state ow nership 
of the means of p roduction , the degree of m ateria l incentive, the 
differences of incom e, the existence of m arkets, the caste or class 
pow er exercised, and  the lack of ideological developm ent m ean 
th a t the Soviet U nion  has gone back to capitalism .
Soviet au thorities increasingly say tha t despite state and  collective 
ow nership the People’s R epub lic  of C hina does no t have as its m ain 
aim  the well-being and  all ro u n d  developm ent of the citi/en , is 
subord inating  the developm ent of p roduction  to its ow n hegemonic 
aims, is using v o lun ta rist leaps ra th e r th an  p lanned  developm ent, 
is using levelling an d  com pulsion instead of incentives, and  there is 
no partic ipa tion  by the masses in  the ru n n in g  of the economy, and
33 Political Leaders of the  T w en tie th  C entury series. Penguin, 1967.
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thus th a t it  is no t now, or is ceasing to  be a socialist country. I t is 
said:
It will be recalled th a t M arx and Engels never reduced the  concept of the 
economic system m erely to tjie form of property . Drawing a tten tion  to the  many- 
sided and  diverse a ttribu tes and m anifestations of production  relations, thev 
pointed ou t th a t state p roperty  contained only the "possibility of resolving" 
social contradictions in the economic sphere. (M arx and Engels, Works, Vol. 20, 
p. 290, Russian-Language edition) and th a t “ nationalisation of property" in 
different social conditions m ight no t produce the  same results and m ight have 
different social consequences. T he decisive role would be played by the  social 
n a tu re  of the  state, which exercised a trem endous influence on economic re la ­
tions/! •
I t  is in teresting  to com pare this view point w ith various Soviet 
statem ents abou t Yugoslavia at different times.35
W hile I discount the claims of bo th  as being taken far too far, one 
wishes each w ould look at th e ir own system as a whole in  the light 
of the strictures they make on others, and  the p o in t is, in  the theore­
tical sense, well taken. T h a t is, w hile collective ow nership is the 
necessary foundation  the actual n a tu re  and  all ro u n d  assessment 
of the social system cannot a t all be adequately  em braced in  this. 
T h a t is, ‘socialism ” is an abstraction w hich has to be clothed in 
flesh an d  blood. A nd m any of us, un fortunate ly , do no t like the 
flesh and  blood in  w hich it has h ith e rto  been clothed in  most cases
— and n e ither do m any others. Especially do questions of the form  
of state, self-m anagem ent, the role of the party, in te llectual and 
o ther freedom s —  th a t is m ainly questions of socialist democracy — 
arise as n e ither adequately  treated  theoretically  nor developed 
practically. As far as the Soviet U n ion  an d  C hina are concerned 
neither accords w ith  w hat I w ould describe as “socialist dem ocracy” ; 
bu t I w ould  also say th a t both could  develop in  th a t d irection — 
th a t is, there is no t one only possible sta rting  p o in t for this.
Probably  the m ost im p o rtan t p o in t connected w ith the question 
of the base and  superstructure in  C hina and  the Soviet U nion at 
the present tim e is th a t of war. H itherto , alm ost all m arxists and 
socialists have held  that, given pub lic  ow nership of the means 
of p rodu c tio n  as the basis, a contradictory  phenom enon of the po li­
tical superstructure, such as w ar was impossible. Clearly, this is no 
longer tenable, an d  one of the most d istu rb ing  features of all in 
the present situation  is that, along the lines of the preceding argu­
m ent, b o th  C hina and  the Soviet U n ion  are p reparing  the ir people 
ideologically for w ar by giving prom inence to  views th a t the o ther 
is “non-socialist”, “a id ing  im peria lism ” etc. T h e  populations of
34 E dito rial in  C om m unist No. 4, 1969, published  in  English in  Soviet News 
A pril 15, 1969.
35 e.g. Suslov, R eport to the  C entral C om m ittee CPSU, February  14, 1964.
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ljotli countries have been b rough t u p  on the simple m arxism  which 
says that w ar betw een socialist countries is impossible. B ut wars 
between capitalist countries, or between cap italist and socialist 
countries (starting always w ith the capitalist countries) are acknow ­
ledged as com m on phenom ena.
■1 R elated to these questions again, are those o£ class and  class 
struggle in  socialist society. In  a previous article30 I a ttem pted  to 
exam ine this p roblem  by po in ting  out th a t the identification  of 
class in capitalist society by reference to relations of ow nership alone 
was far too general, an d  tha t this m ight be extended to recognition 
of “necessary re la tions” understood in  a w ider sense, and  tha t this 
w ould have some bearing  on socialist society also. I th in k  th a t the 
problem  under socialism needs to be exam ined concretely, bu t socio­
logical analysis has been lacking.
U nder socialism, in  every country, we have seen the developm ent 
of big struggles after the victory of the revolution , w hen the un ity  
engendered by the actual struggle to overthrow  the o ld  system, and 
the mass enthusiasm  on w hich it is based, tends to  disintegrate.
W hat needs to be done is to find different ways of conducting  po li­
tical life from  th a t w hich has existed h itherto , where those w ho differ 
are labelled as “class enem ies”, and  the o ld  class passions an d  strug­
gles are re-aroused in  w hat are qu ite  different circumstances. W hat 
is needed, speaking in  general, is an o rien ta tion  towards fu ll develop­
m ent of socialist democracy and  acceptance of some form  of 
political pluralism . Few, if any, of those declared to be enemies, 
w hether B ukharin , L iu  Shao-chi or Dubcek, can seriously be con­
sidered as “capitalist agents”, and it only discredits socialism to 
declare th a t they are.
Tenta tive  Conclusions
1 T h e  in te rn a l crisis in  C hina has been basically resolved for some 
tim e to come, bu t big divisions still rem ain.
2 T h e  line on in te rn a l questions now being p u t in to  operation 
has prospects of some success, b u t the ex ten t of this is doubtfu l.
3 T h e  line adop ted  by C hina on in te rn a tio n a l questions is u n ­
likely to have the degree of im pact expected, th ough  it  will have 
some.
4 All these questions, in  th e ir  concrete outcom e, hinge to  a 
great degree on the course of developm ent of the Sino-Soviet con­
flict. M easures of invasion, or greater m ilitary  action by one side 
or the o ther w ould have to be condem ned, w ould  have incalculable 
consequences and  w ould face the socialist m ovem ent in ternationally  
and  in  every country  w ith  the need to rebu ild  from  the g round  up.
36 Eric Aarons, Class and R u lin g  Class, Com m unist Party  Publication, 1969.
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DISCUSSION:
DEM OCRACY — 
ESSENCE OF SOCIALISM
T H E  A R T IC L E  by Franz Marek -  
"T h e  S tructure of the Stalin Mythos" 
appearing  in  the  June-Ju ly  issue of 
the A I R  cannot be ignored by any 
M arxist. Its great value lies in the 
fact, th a t it provokes thought and 
re appraisal of the m ain  issue which 
divides niarxists today, internationally  
and w ith in  m any countries including 
our own. N or does it lose stature 
because of the  fact that the w riter 
includes him self in the  arm y of marx- 
ists who for some decades, accepted 
d istortions for facts.
T h e  need to  defend the new Socialist 
R epublic from attack, the  rise of fas- 
(ism, the titan ic  sacrifices and combat 
du rin g  the  second W orld W ar, the revo­
lutionary upsurge following it, all com­
bined to d ivert the  developm ent of 
socialist theory and practice to the 
defence of one country, the USSR. 
Rigid censorship and the  resulting 
lack of inform ation  strengthened the 
acceptance of the  “M ythos”. T h e  expos­
ure of the  Stalin T erro r from w ithin 
the  Soviet U nion, broke the  spell and 
from then  011 Stalin's in terpreta tions of 
m arxism -Icninism  have been questioned 
and challenged.
M ore questions, analysis, research 
and criticism  will continue u n til m arx- 
ists everywhere re tu rn  to the essence 
of socialist ideology — an ever-expand­
ing democracy — the developm ent of 
the  individual, and respect for him  as 
a m em ber of society.
It is no t sufficient today th a t these 
questions and criticisms be answered by
some dogm atic statem ent about “ bour­
geois influence-" o r " th e  penetration  
of im perialist saboteurs", and in m ain 
cases the concocted “enemy of the 
people". W hy is it that today, almost 
j2  years since the October Revolution, 
a rigid censorship (a fact which I con­
sider to be well established) prevents 
the Soviet people from reading the 
opinions even of niarxists from other 
countries? Has this article of Franz 
Marek been published there?
Have I (for !>G years an industrial 
worker, with a brief in te rru p tio n  of 3 
years unem ploym ent, and now in 
receipt of ou r generous old age pen ­
sion) now become an agent of the 
capitalists because I have read it? In 
seeking the answci to Soviet censorship 
I can only conclude that a small 
group of decision makers fear their 
own people and place w hat they con­
sider to be the interests of the State 
above socialist principles.
W e recall th a t Lenin described p ro ­
letarian  d ictatorship  as a thousand 
times m ore dem ocratic th an  bourgeois 
d ictatorship . Why? Because he was p r i­
m arily concerned w ith developing d e ­
mocracy and because he had to negate 
suspicion and revolt against the very 
word “dictatorship".
Following the October Revolution 
Russian niarxists were faced w ith the 
colossal task of feeding a starving, 
illite ra te  people, th rough  periods of 
counter-revolution and war, and in ­
creasing production  became the  p rim ­
ary an d  essential task. But today in 
capitalist Australia few people would 
deny th a t we have solved the technical 
problem  of production  sufficient to
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provide every citizen w ith a com fort­
able life.
T h e  problem  of equ itab le  d is trib u ­
tion  remains, and this is closely linked 
with rising dem ands for dem ocratic 
control, participation  in m anagem ent 
expressed in worker strike action, stu d ­
en t dem onstrations of a great variety, 
acts of defiance against bureaucratic  
authority , in the slogans for W orker 
Power, Student Power, Black Power. 
Surely this question of democracy is 
the  starting  point along the  road to 
socialism — and the goal.
N e il  G o w . 
S T A L IN ’S H E IR S
“T H E R E  IS intense suspicion and 
scepticism of the  Soviet U nion” — a 
key judgm ent in  a com prehensive su r­
vey of students, Negroes, young rad i­
cals, the New Left in  Com m unist Party 
USA’s Political Affairs, M arch-April,
1969.
T h e  central problem  for all com­
m unists, the first p rincip le  and slogan, 
is in ternational com m unist unity . In te r­
national unity  will rem ain  an empty 
dream  un til the  present CPSU leader­
ship can win th a t great (though not 
well-based) confidence, the  prim ary  
certitude comm unists and o th er p ro ­
gressives once reposed in  the  Stalin 
government.
W here is the  confidence in Australia 
am ong the youth, academics, h u m an ­
ists? Among th e  m illion  Aussie work­
ers in the recent strikes and  dem on­
strations? T h e  overwhelm ing m ajority  
in the splendid Left Action Conference 
expressed, in  effect, actual m istrust. Dis­
appointed  w ith Soviet leaders, vast 
num bers of activists have tu rn ed  to 
the false gods of Mao, T rotsky, Debray, 
Marcuse.
Internationalism  dem ands fu n d a­
m ental changes in several spheres of 
Soviet home and foreign policy, as fol­
lows:
Lim ited  Sovereignty: T rad itionally  
the theory and practice of im perialism , 
dom ination  of big powers over the 
smaller; th e  latter acknowledge the 
au thority  of the  form er to determ ine 
policy on basic issues. A ustralia is 
becoming a good (or bad) exam ple. 
T hrough  economic penetration , bases, 
etc., our country  is declining towards 
semi-colonial status, a “clien t sta te”.
John Foster Dulles, denied the  righ t 
of any non-socialist country  to rem ain  
neutral, e.g. N ehru ’s neutralism  was 
“ im m oral”. R elated to  this question, 
bu t in a  splendidly different way, the 
USSR C onstitu tion  (Article 17) grants 
the constituent Soviet Republics the 
ligh t “ freely to secede”, i.e. to become 
independent of USSR.
Lim ited sovereignty doesn’t belong 
to socialism; the  concept is repugnant. 
T he term  is a m isnom er, an undialec- 
tical contradiction; com pare w ith "good 
fascism”, "revolutionary  reform ism ”, 
"cacophonous m elody”.
Elitism'. Refers to intellectuals who 
now subscribe in  various ways to the 
earlier notion  of “m anagerial revolu­
tion ”, CPSU’s leaders become today’s 
most p rom inen t elite; they are a n a r­
chist-type "heroes” w ho lead the 
“herd”. T h e ir  chief e rro r is lack of 
tru st in  th e  creative power of fullest 
socialist democracy, and  therefore the 
harsh censorship, paternalism  and re ­
pression. Soviet citizens are tender- 
m inded ch ild ren  who m ust be p ro ­
tected. T h is  is dangerous nonsense.
The Soviet people have fought, 
w ithin living memory, three great revo­
lutions. If they are ignoran t and g u l­
lible the  fau lt is entirely  th a t of Stalin 
and his successors w ho have b lo tted  
ou t Lenin's vision of enlightened soc­
ialist society "w here every kitchen 
m aid learns to ru n  th e  governm ent.”
W e laugh at M ao’s m iracle-working 
thoughts, bu t in certain  aspects of 
foreign affairs and some ideological
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problem s Soviet citizens are just as 
m isinform ed as the  Chinese. In  this 
regard Brezhnev is a "hero" like Mao; 
Soviet and Chinese people know onlv 
w hat they arc perm itted  to know.
Misinformed! Ask the Soviet troops 
what k ind of welcome they were told 
to expect when en tering  Prague and 
the  "welcome" they did receive from 
the  hostile populace.
Misinformed! T ake religion today. 
Even RC reactionaries, the  trad itio n ­
alists, acknowledge the  m ounting  drift 
away from religious belief, not just 
because of th e  Pill or celibacy but 
fundam entally  due to the advancing 
power of philosophical m aterialism  plus 
social criticism  and actual rebellion 
against the  old order (see, e.g. editorial 
SM H, 8/4/69).
Hut the  latest Soviet text, F unda­
mentals o f Dialectical Materialism  p8, 
proceeds serenely: "Clericalism is gain­
ing influence steadily as Im perialism 's 
political and ideological weapon" (!)
H um an Face: T h e  Czechs d idn 't for a 
m om ent deny the prodigious social a d ­
vances in  most of everyday Soviet l i f e -  
guaranteed em ploym ent, culture, sport, 
dedication to peace, aid for Vietnam , 
etc. — hum anism  and democracy m an ­
ifested in a thousand ways. N othing 
like it in  capitalism ; w hat can be more 
hum an  than  expropria tion  of the  cap­
italists? T h e  reference was only to 
Stalinism, absence of the  hum an  face 
"a t th e  top".
T h e  20th CPSU (1956) Congress 
m ade its sha tte ring  im pact. How could 
such evils and crimes exist in  the 
Party of Lenin? B ut in tim e the reve­
lations caiue to b< accepted, in  increas­
ing degree and in non-com m unist 
circles too, as an  honest effort to undo 
the horrific past. Khruschev later (1958) 
claimed th a t there  wasn’t a single 
Soviet citizen in prison for political 
beliefs. B ut gloom is again descend­
ing.
T h e  live Soviet writers best known in 
the W est—Yevtushenko, Yoznesenskv. 
Pasternak, Solzhenitsyn and, now. even 
the "hard-liner" Sholokhov — are u n ­
der ban or interdict of some kind.
T h e  p a tte rn  of im perialist p ropa­
ganda against m arxism  has decidedlv 
changed in the past decade. From end­
lessly "refu ting" M arx's Capital and 
L enin ' s Imperialism  the emphasis has 
shifted largely to ethics, meaning 
marxism is "naturally" anti democratic 
and repressive.
T h e  pet argum ent is that in his 
early writings (the 1844 M anuscripts) 
M arx projected a wonderful fu ture  for 
m an, the w inning of his true  hum an 
essence, and so on; bu t he denied these 
in later theoretical and program m atic 
works. . .
T h e  point: It is hard  to counter 
these charges when im perialist p u b ­
licists are so often provided with re ­
ports of inhum an Soviet gaol condi­
tions, or a Brezhnev policeman laying 
down the law to Czech workers (see 
quo tation  from R ude Pravo in The  
Australian, 18/6/69), or the latest 
abom ination  of sentencing dissenters to 
detention  in lunatic asylums. It was 
"easy" for communists in  the Stalin 
period — the charges were sum m arily 
rejected as false, inventions. . . T h at 
won t work any more.
CPA, CPSU Democracy compared: 
On the Czech events the  Com munist 
Party  of A ustralia has provided for 
free open discussion; it has been an 
en lightening and exhilara ting  exper­
ience. W ith  the  CPSU, censorship and 
gaoling. We expect, we have the right 
to expect, 52 years after October, ten 
times greater democracy and freedom 
than  in  capitalism .
Dem ocratic forms (m ajority rule, 
etc.) are essentially the  same in all 
social form ations, from the slave-own­
ing aristocracy of an tiqu ity  to the p re ­
sent — it makes foi m axim um  efficiency
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lo advance the economic and political 
interests of the p a rticu lar class.
Hut historically there is one constant. 
T o  acquire knowledge there  is no 
possible substitute for exchange of 
opinions, the free play of conflicting 
ideas, for criticism, and not a gracious 
acceptance of criticism , b u t providing, 
arranging and organising it. H ere the 
CPSU leaders h a te  failed. T hey  won't 
listen to o ther voices, onlv to the 
echoes of their own.
"O ur (Soviet) ideology is s ta g n a n t '— 
thus Academician Peter Kapitsa, a d ­
dressing the presidium  of the CSSR 
Academy of Sciences (28/2/6!). See A l.H  
No. 4). Urging Soviet philosophers and 
others to enter directly  in to  the  ideo­
logical struggle in the  West, in cap ita l­
ism. he said:
"O ur ideologists will lose the p riv i­
lege they have in our country  where 
the censor preserves them  (!—LHC.) 
witli care from contrary views (!!— 
LHC) . In the  im pending struggle this 
will not be so. T h ere  all will be judged 
by open criteria."
T h e  indictm ent is absolutely tlamn- 
ingl
I.. H a r r y  G o u i .d .
P O L IT IC A L  M Y TH  
— O R  M IR T H ?
T H E  LEFT ACTION Conference 
called upon the A ustralian masses to 
discuss workers' control. Australian 
realities and objective conditions a p ­
pear to have been glossed over w ith the 
sp irit of rom ance, em otions m ost d a n ­
gerous to all strata  w ith in  the  working 
class.
Adventurism leads to the  serious m is­
take of underestim ating  the  class 
enemy. T his exploiter of the people 
will use all means he controls to smash 
organised challenge to his economic 
and political power.
W orkers' control therefore can only 
be established bv th e  fundam ental law 
of the class struggle, by w inning social­
ism. T h e  m odern day conditions of 
the A ustralian working class and its 
relationship to the class struggle have 
not changed in fundam ental princip le 
from the  so-called old m ethods of p re ­
vious days.
On the contrary, th e  ru ling  class, not 
by new m ethods or tactics, bu t using 
the old tried  and tested successful 
means of the  State, its resources and 
apparatus, have been able to control 
and tighten  the grip on the Australian 
people. In such circumstances the class 
struggle has sharpened.
T h e  standard  of living on one hand 
appears h igher and the  people accept 
the direct participation  in the  d irty  
Vietnam W ar. However there  has been 
no advance in  the  standard  of living, 
the sharpness of the  class struggle has 
increased th e  exploitation  of the  Aus­
tralian people by state  m onopoly cap­
italism.
Standards of living and exploitation 
can only be m easured in correct marx- 
ist principle by com parison of the  value 
of labor and m axim um  profits. It is 
true  th a t luxury  item s such as cars, 
refrigerators, television, etc. are avail­
able. It is also true  housing and land is 
available, bu t at what price in regards 
to labor?
T h e  working wife, the  two job h u s­
band. T h e  incieased labor hours in 
relation to the purchase of com m odi­
ties. T he decline of Social Services and 
Security. Increasing taxation , inflation, 
the record national h ire  purchase debt 
of SOS per head of the population . 
These are A ustralian conditions. These 
are the objective conditions of an a d ­
vanced capitalist economy.
An economy which is controlled by 
a ruthless class of exploiters, of n a tio n ­
al and foreign capitalists, who have 
the full support ot a reactionary gov-
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em inen t. H ardly a situation  for such 
adventurism  as W orkers’ Control.
W orkers' control is a rom antic catch 
call slogan; it will appeal to many. T o 
th e  m ajority  who have worked in var­
ious movements, R EALITIES are the 
principle for the correct m ethods to 
advance th e  conditions of the A ustra­
lian people.
An adventure  in workers' control 
could very well follow this example. 
T h e  crew of a ship, preferably a pas­
senger liner, have taken over the  vessel 
and declared this ship is now going to 
be ru n  solely for the workers’ benefit. 
T h is w ould include all those associated 
with the ru n n in g  and m aintain ing  of 
the  vessel. T h ere  is no t enough time 
or space to list all th e  organisations 
necessary to  successfully ru n  a ship.
However the  profits from the venture 
arc to pay wages, bu ild  flats, give social 
security which society does not. In 
other words a small pocket of socialist 
workers, dream ing of UTOPIA.
But back to our venture—cargo, fuel, 
stores, tugs, etc., etc., all just happen 
to appear. Oh, yes! there’s the ex­
am ple of the  Governm ent T ransport 
W orkers, of no t collecting fares. T o 
keep up w ith them , our vessel S.S. 
W ORKERS' C O N TR O L  will conduct 
world cruises, and no t collect fares.
W here is the  State apparatus while 
all this is going on? T h e  Government 
condones it, the  arm ed forces stand by, 
the police disappear, the  ru ling  class 
do not even apply to their court, so no 
more penalties. Is there  any need to 
go further?
W orkers’ control, in my opinion, is 
seriously being confused w ith a  very 
old tactic of staying below in  a  m ine 
o r rem ain ing  in a factory du ring  a 
strike. T h e  French workers used this 
tactic in  th e ir recent struggles. T he 
lesson from th is experience is th a t m any 
o ther factors m ust be established be ­
fore there  can be a political takeover 
of the establishm ent.
For princip le in accordance with the 
m arxist-leninist thesis, the working 
class can establish workers' control by 
e radicating  the exploiters and their 
supporters, then  establishing a socialist 
state. T h is can only be achieved by 
the working class under the leadership 
of a m arxist-leninist party, im plem ent­
ing correct policies. B uilding the partv. 
developing an organisation to win the 
support of all strata  of the class, for 
the final victory over capitalism.
T h is challenge is the property  of the 
vanguard, th a t being the  Com munist 
Party. T h e  responsibility is the  p rin ­
ciple of the  d ictatorship of the prole­
taria t. T h e  dangers and setbacks for 
the victory to a socialist Australia are 
the responsibility of the vanguard to 
meet.
Conclusions on experience which one 
m ust draw  are neither new nor old, nor 
are there new phenom ena in this era. 
Of course we have entered the tech­
nological revolution, which will have 
subsequent effects on the social, eco­
nomic, political life of the  people.
Adventurism  is always a danger to 
the working class, and is erroneous in 
the light of m arxist-leninist principles. 
T h e  responsibility to the Australian 
working class is to bu ild  the Com munist 
Party, challenge the society and p re ­
pare  for the final victory. T h is is the 
challenge of our era and it cannot be 
answered by M YTH or M IR T H .
T o m  Su p p l e
Vice President Sydney Branch 
W aterside W orkers Federation.
O N CE AG A IN  ON 
C IV IL IA N  M IL IT A R IS T S
T H E  L E T T E R  by "professorial fellow'' 
T . B. M illar in A L R  Aug.-Sept. 1969 
criticising Dr. J . D. Playford's article
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"Civilian M ilitarists" will not fool 
anyone who knows M illar's views from 
public  lectures and sem inars, nor anv- 
one at the A ustralian N ational U niver­
sity who has followed the  activities of 
the "Strategic Studies Institu te".
l)r. M illar is an ex-D untroon lec­
turer. T h at is his affair. W hy attem pt 
to cover it over? M ore im portan t, Dr. 
M illar is a regular visitor to the 
D epartm ent of Defence. He has been 
seen there  011 a num ber of occasions 
taking notes from the very lips of high 
officials of th a t D epartm ent. W hether 
or not this inform ation is “off the 
record" or “non-classified” is beside 
the point. T h e  outlook and close liaison 
of M illar and defence departm en t as 
shown in published work is justly 
described as “alliance parfa it" .
If M illar says his group  have “no 
in terest” in “counter-insurgency w ar­
fare" as he claims, he  is m isleading 
your readers. In  fact a series of semi­
nars were held  on this topic and 
guerilla warfare a t the  ANU w ith the 
active support of his group. V ietnam  in 
particular was discussed, w ith papers 
by leading “th rea t experts".
M illar claims th a t the  opinions and 
publications of his In stitu te  and  its 
m embers are objective and academic. 
T his is not so H is own work is 
always premised on the  " th re a t” of 
C hina’s m illions and of the  Soviet 
navy’s "aggressive” presence in  the 
Indian  Ocean. His reaction to a recent 
scholarly paper on th e  P ine Gap base 
by an ANU academic bordered on the 
hysterical, w ith the usual claims of "left 
wing" bias, etc., etc. M eantim e, in 
articles in the  Canberra T im es  M illar 
attacks the Americans for “letting 
down" the Saigon regime, and always 
makes a po in t th a t special a rrange­
m ents m ust be m ade for the  personal 
protection of the war crim inal, Ky.
T h e  fact is that the setting up  of 
the Strategic Studies Institu te  was 
strongly opposed by m any ANU aca­
demics, notably by those who are m em ­
bers of C anberra’s Q uaker comm unity. 
No dem ocratic Faculty o r Board deci­
sion was m ade. T h e  In stitu te  of S tra­
tegic Studies was im posed from the 
top, after private  negotiations with 
the Ford Foundation.
Amongst its publications, only the 
work of A rth u r B urns on  games theory 
as applied to in te rnational relations 
could, in  m y view, be  classified as 
objective”. T h a t is no t necessarily an 
end in itself. Clash of opin ion and a 
non-objective case can also serve a 
useful purpose b u t M illar cannot hide 
in a thicket of “objectivity”.
T h e  idea th a t any academic can freely 
use the lib rary  and publications facili­
ties of the Strategic Studies In stitu te  is 
most doubtfu l. A lready articles sub­
m itted for publication  are being heavily 
“edited” and delayed o n  the  grounds 
of “left-wing political b ias”.
Professor Boulding of the USA, vis­
iting the ANU, suggested th e  setting 
up of an In stitu te  of Peace Research. 
His advice was ignored in  favour of a 
system based on M illar’s “special re la ­
tionships” w ith the Defence D ep art­
m ent. W e have no th in g  com parable 
with the  Swedish In stitu te  of Conflict 
Resolution and sim ilar Am erican bod­
ies.
B. J . M cF a r l a n e .
W H E R E  H AVE ALL 
T H E  W O M E N  GONE?
AFTER READIN G A ustralian L e ft 
Review  3/1969 I am rem inded  of one 
of those objectionable quotations about 
Australia being a land  of “scentless 
flowers and songless b ird .” W e could 
add to th a t “and no wom en live", if 
we based o u r judgm ent on  left-wing 
publications in  general. T h e  names of 
three women are m entioned briefly — 
Prim e M inister Mrs. M eir (Israel), 
M arjorie K night (Aberdeen University) 
and Dame Zara H olt, now Mrs. Bate
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(A u stra lia ). At least one woman ra ted  
a m ention, so perhaps we are im prov­
ing.
In these clays of a resurgence of p u b ­
lications abou t women, from our m od­
est Girl Fridays in R evolt (Australia) 
to The B etter H alf, w ith  subtitle  The  
/■.mancipation of the  American  H'oman. 
by Andrew  Sinclair (published in E ng­
land, year I960), surely we could spare 
a  paragraph  to describe som ething of 
the way of life 01 a ttitu d e  of m ind of 
A ustralian women of the Left, past or 
present.
For those m en who still quote 
smugly th a t woman's place is in the 
hom e, it m ight be of interest to point 
o u t th a t some m odern  Am erican wom ­
en took them  at their word and re tu rn ­
ed to the  hom e, w ith some very in ­
teresting results. On page 355 in  the 
chapter headed "T h e  New Victorians " 
(historical no t geographical) we find 
the following: “V ictorian traditions 
still ru le  the  p roper place of women 
in business and in  the hom e. T h e  ex­
ception po in ts tip  the  rule."
Vet women do own now two-thirds of 
the w ealth in  p rivate  hands in the 
country. T hey  have no t earned it; 
they have m arried  i t  and have been 
left widows. In  1960, there  were eight 
m illion widows com pared to two m il­
lion widowers. The new widows were 
as rich  and  independent and powerful 
as the  only free women in colonial 
days, the first Am erican widows. T heir 
num bers were augm ented by a horde 
of divorcees, whose alim ony gave them  
all the  freedom  of the  widow before 
tht' death  of th e ir  husbands. Indeed, 
as the  death-rate  declined, divorce arose 
as the  solution of an unhappy  mar- 
riagc.
For those who th ink  th a t all that 
has no bearing  upon  conditions in 
A ustralia, it is w orth po in ting  out 
th a t 'vom en in the  hom e are dependent 
on the  wage or salary earnings of the 
men> w hether the  wife has to slog, as
she sometimes does, harder than  the 
husband  wage-earner or w hether she 
lives the  life of a pam pered pet on the 
profits earned  by her businessman h us­
band. T h a t  is the p a tte rn  everywhere 
in capitalist countries.
T h e  p o in t of very special interest is 
1 he fact th a t husbands seem not to live 
too long under these conditions. One 
A ustralian Fu lbrigh t scholar, visiting 
and employed in USA found that in 
one school all the men teachers had at 
least two jobs. A few of them  had 
three. In almost all cases the wives had 
decided th a t their place really was in 
the  hom e and some of them  were u n ­
derem ployed dom estically or had  "e x ­
panded  their care of their children and 
their homes to take in  the slack of the 
superfluous hours."
In the  decade before 1960, the A m eri­
can popu lation  growth was four times 
th a t of G reat B ritain , th ree  times that 
of Italv, one and a half times th a t of 
Japan and nearly th a t of India. For 
1 lie upkeep of all th a t with ap p ro p ri­
ate  status symbols, the American male 
had to work 011 a scale which would 
have given apoplexy to the m ildest of 
our trade  un ion leaders in Australia.
All this may appear less than  in tr i­
cately theoretical and no t specially like­
ly in Australia, b u t like B ernadette 
Devlin in the B ritish House of Com ­
m ons, it is a speech from the heart.
I he plea behind it is a fiery one of 
solidarity  am ong both sexes and for a 
deeper understand ing  of each other's 
strivings and difficulties.
T h e  enslavement of women can have 
its repercussions on the m en. T alking 
of slavery, Marcus Aurelius once wrote: 
"One cannot touch p itch and rem ain 
undefiled. Slavery eventually engulfs 
th e  m aster as well as the  slave." T h at 
m ay no t be an exact quotation , but 
lire urge for freedom, justice and the 
righ t to develop our faculties to their 
fullest ex ten t is som ething common to
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both m en anti women — even 111 Aus­
tralia, where our Equal Pay cam paign 
was a polite squeak.
M rs. E . B . W ilson
A REPLY T O  C R IT IC S
JACK H U TSO N  anil A nn Curthoys 
both contest certain  views I ho ld  — 
or ra th e r th a t they believe I hold — 
in the last A I R  (4-1969).
1. A leaflet icns d istribu ted  advocat­
ing non-collection of fares as a strike 
form in a m ajor Sydney bus depot 
du ring  the strikes over C larrie O ’Shea 
and the penal clauses. It certainly 
was not laughed ou t of court as Jack 
w ould suggest.
2. T h e  idea of “occupation’’ as a 
form of strike is being raised by 
m ilitants in a num ber of struggles, 
especially in Brisbane.
3. I don 't accept th a t there  is some 
unique “A ustralian road to socialism” 
(what is it? a "peaceful” road?) and 
therefore can hardly  be expected to 
accept a specifically "A ustralian” form 
of workers’ control . . .  I am how ­
ever qu ite  willing to hear w hat this 
“A ustralian” workers’ control is and 
discuss it on its m erits. It is Jack who 
is vague and unspecific on this point. 
If that it "dogm atism ”, I p lead  guilty.
4. I do not believe or “assum e” that 
all trade union officials arc b u reau ­
crats. On the  contrary, there  is a very 
small bu t very significant m inority  who 
arc not and who are g rapp ling  with 
the whole question — not sweeping it 
under the carpet . . .  As for avoiding 
the  union apparatuses like the  plague 
— well, even the  p lague can be o ver­
come and it is often necessary for the 
doctor to work ac close q uarte rs with 
the patient. B ut all precautions m ust 
be taken not to get the  disease . . .
Finally, th e  W orkers’ C ontrol Forum  
pointed  to a num ber of q u ite  distinct
positions 011 workers' control and self­
m anagem ent. I th ink  it is fair enough 
to say th a t a whole grouping, p a rticu ­
larly am ong union officials said that 
workers' control was no t an issue to 
be fought ou t now (they w ant to re le ­
gate it, like socialism itself, to holiday 
occasions) or, alternatively, th a t the 
unions have always been fighting for 
workers' control and so can continue 
in the same old way.
T he p o in t is, of course, th a t workers' 
control and self-managem ent, bo th  as 
a strategy and tactic, are very relevant 
issues today because they link up  
with the lack of power the workers 
have and begin u real struggle, outside 
the framew’ork of accepted un ion  de­
mands and tactics against the d ic ta to r­
ship of the  boss and bu reaucrat and 
the State.
Ann C urthoys docs my argum ent in 
International 7 an injustice when she 
simplifies to one of “advocating elec­
tion of a Labor governm ent” so th a t 
the workers who are going to support 
Labor will go th rough  the experience 
of a Labor governm ent and then tu rn  
to the Left. It is surprising  to be 
accused of "sanctioning th e  parliam en­
tary system” when I went to some 
lengths to stress the need to concen­
trate  the m ain  fire in  elections on 
exposing the  sham of parliam entarian- 
isnr and a t the same tim e, and m ore 
im portan t, on developing a m odel of 
socialism which, based on self-manage­
m ent, w ould have m ore democracy 
than  our present system.
How does she propose to answer 
the question of ALP workers who ask 
if wTe support election of a Labor 
Government? Is it sufficient to simply 
go ahead and denounce Labor re ­
formism, to say th a t one is as bad  as 
the other? T h a t  smacks of a disastrous 
"social-fascism” theory th a t can only 
alienate and  no t convince. Certainly, 
the task is to bu ild  the  revolutionary 
socialist pa rty  w ith a mass audience,
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Ann C urthoys does not really begin 
to tackle the question of how to do so, 
o ther th an  sim ply stating it. As for 
the lack of a coherent theory en ­
compassing self-managem ent, the tech­
nological revolution, etc., perhaps it's 
th a t she just doesn’t understand it?
D e n is  F r e n f .y .
A N O T H E R  REPLY
ANN CURTHO YS in A L R  No. 4 1969 
seems to assume th a t L aurie Aarons' 
paper at the Left Action Conference 
is a program . Aarons, Laver, Freney, 
Could, H effernan, O ’Neill, Carmichael 
and Clancy all spoke, relatively briefly,
011 the topic: Strategies for Social 
Change. I t  w ould be too m uch to ex­
pect a program  from anyone in the 
circumstances and certainly unreason­
able to expect it from one or two bu t 
not all. All offered program m atic 
points, some m ore than  others, bu t 
none had the o pportun ity  to offer more 
th an  trends and possibilities, though 
often they d id  so qu ite  clearly.
It m ay be possible to  assume that 
w ith co-operation and self m anagem ent 
as a basis for a new balance of central 
p lann ing  and  local initiative there 
would be m ore central planning, bu t 
most people w ould surely find little  d if­
ficulty in  seeing th a t it m eans less.
T h e  problem  of m aking the changes 
th a t would lead to “relations in which 
the control of a person can never be 
taken from h im ” is no t solved by sim ­
ply stating w hat is considered to be 
inadequate  in  a paper by L aurie A ar­
ons (unless one offers viable a lte rn a ­
tives). Nor is it m uch use proclaim ing 
as non-issues those issues that truly 
exercise the  m inds and actions of m any 
people. If p roportional representation 
were presented as a final solution to 
m an ’s problem s it w ould be ridiculous,
bu t electoral reform is a real issue in 
Soutli A ustralia and N orthern  Ireland 
and it would be a democratic advance 
to end gerrym anders.
T h e  defeat of C olton  (which means 
the election of W hitlam  — there  is no 
o th er alternative) would not be a great 
advance e ither, yet u n til G orton is re ­
jected by the m ajority  there is little 
hope for profound social advance tin 
less one assumes that this can be done 
by a m inority  who would then, presum ­
ably, impose self-management. Saying 
th a t W hitlam  is the only alternative to 
G orton does not preclude the necessity 
to support left candidates (some in 
the ALP as well as outside), bu t neither 
should such support create the illusion 
th a t a left governm ent is possible now. 
One may legitim ately refuse to support 
any candidate for a whole num ber of 
reasons b u t as an alternative strategy 
it s about as useful as voting informal. 
T h e  problem  is to develop socialist 
consciousness. A labor victory can, 
though it may not, contribute. A G or­
ton victory, on the o ther hand, will 
certainly strengthen conservative cons­
ciousness.
As for the notion th a t only direct 
control has m eaning one m ust ask how, 
in a complex society, this is to be 
achieved, and what happens on the 
way to th a t achievement? We cannot 
re tu rn  to the village, and even m odern 
versions of communes m ust face the 
problem  of delegating powers, unless 
their participants refuse to benefit 
from any m achinery or utility  outside 
the capability  of their control.
It m ight be more useful to strive to 
make the form and content of elections 
dem ocratic, as pa rt of the process to ­
wards self-management; bu t if one 
wants to abandon all forms of elections 
one m ust offer real alternatives.
J im  St e v e n s
John THE SINO-SOVIET 
Sendy CONFLICT
T he  origins and m eaning of the current disputes between  
China and the Soviet Union are discussed by a Vice-Presi- 
dent of the C om m unist Party.
SUN YAT-SEN, in  a statem ent published in  Izvestia two days after 
his death in  M arch 1925, expressed the hope tha t the day would 
soon come when the USSR w ould welcome a friend an d  ally in a 
m ighty, free C hina, and  tha t in  the great struggle for the liberation 
of the oppressed people of the w orld bo th  these allies w ould go 
forw ard to victory h and  in  han d .1
T his dream  of Sun Yat-sen’s appeared to  be consum m ated 24 
years la ter w ith  the tru ly  w orld-shattering victory of the Chinese 
revolution in  1949. I t  wTas propagated  by loud, and  convincing, 
announcem ents of the “unbreakable solidarity” betw een the USSR 
and C hina and  epitom ised in the top of the h it parade song 
“Moscow-Peking” played and  sung ad nauseam  th ro u g h o u t China 
in  the early 50’s. N ik ita  K rushchov at a b an q u e t in  Peking on 
Septem ber 30, 1959 concluded his speech thus:
Comrades, ou r peoples have emerged on a wide and clear road  and are full 
of boundless energy. T h ere  are no tasks that cannot be accomplished by a 
thousand m illion people who have shaken off the  bonds of capitalist slavery. 
We are advancing to o u r cherished goal full of boundless confidence in  the 
correctness of our just cause, and rallied closely together. T h is un ity , lit by the 
inextinguishable ligh t of M arxism -Leninism, is our great achievem ent which we 
shall preserve as the apple of our eye.2
A far cry indeed to  today:
W ith burn ing  h a tred  for the  enemy, hundreds of m illions of arm ym en and 
civilians in  different parts of C hina have been holding rallies and dem onstrations 
during  the past few days . . . T hey  indignantly  denounced the  K rem lin’s new 
tsars for their heinous crimes . . . T h e  Chinese people, arm ed w ith Mao Tse- 
tung T h ough t and tem pered in the G reat P role tarian  C u ltu ra l R evolution arc 
determ ined and have the strength  to  defend the sacred territo ry  of the great 
m otherland and hand  the aggressors the blows they deserve.3
1 See E. H. Carr, Socialism in One Country, Vol. 3, Part II, M cM illan, p. 717.
2 C ited in Jo h n  Gittings, Survey of the Sino-Soviet D ispute, O xford University 
Press, 1968, p. 333.
3 Peking Review  No. 34, August 22, 1969, pp. 8-9.
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On M arch 11 this year the Chinese People's Daily declared that 
“the Soviet revisionist renegade clique thus owes a debt in blood 
lo the Chinese people” . In May the Soviet jou rn a l Ogonyok  refer- 
red to the Soviet “determ ination  to defend every little  shred of 
o u r native la n d ” and  to the Soviet peoples righ t to  “holy vengeance 
for every d ro p  of blood shed by the sons of the M otherland '.
Such are bu t a tiny sample of the incredible statem ents em anat­
ing from  bo th  sides in w hat has developed over the years from a 
b itte r verbal wrangle to arm ed border clashes. T h e  world watches 
agog as war p reparations are m ade and  pre-em ptive strikes are 
discussed. T h e  w orld also puzzles as to how  it all came about and 
as to what  it is all about. It is simplistic nonsense to assert (as 
some do) th a t one side is righ t and  the o ther wrong, i t  is almost 
irrelevant to  speculate as to who “started  i t”. It is fantastic to 
im agine the consequences for the w orld of such a war which would 
be unw innable  and  “endless". It boggles the im agination to con­
sider these events from  the standpo in t of socialist principles for 
there seems little  of socialist principle involved.
The  Background
T h e  answers lie, undoubtedly, in the history ol C hina and Russia, 
in the particu la r histories of the two revolutionary  movements, their 
C om m unist Parties and  their place in  the world com m unist move­
m ent and  in  the relative dom inance of the CPSU in w orld com­
m unist affairs over a long period. T h e  idea that the conflict com­
m enced in  the period of 1958 has to be abandoned in the light of 
the facts.
E xam ination  of the history of the Chinese revolution  reveals 
tha t it largely was fought and won against the advice and  instruction 
of foreign com m unists (Com intern and  Stalin). It suffered reverses 
and  frequently  catastrophic defeats when it followed such foreign 
advice, an d  won victories w hen it w orked ou t its own strategy and 
tactics. Soviet advice th roughou t the history of the relations 
seems actuated  as m uch by desires to pro tect its far eastern borders 
and  d ip lom atic  necessities as by desire to fu rther the Chinese 
revolution  — perhaps understandable  b u t hardly a p ro letarian  
in te rna tiona list approach. For those w ho argue tha t such Soviet 
interests should  have been the prim ary  consideration and  that 
the Soviet a ttitu d e  was thus justified, the proof of the pudding  
lay in  the eating  as almost invariably  w hen the Chinese under 
Mao T se-tung w ent against Soviet advice they won victory, weakened 
im perialism  and  seemed to strengthen the com m unist movement.
Soviet (and C om intern) policy in  the 1920’s saw Chinese revo­
lu tion  as essentially national in  character and led by the nationalist 
Kuo M in-tang. T h e  young C om m unist Party  was to work w ith in
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the K M T as individuals to exert p ro le tarian  influence. Indeed 
such a polit \ seemed ideal, lor Sun Yat-sen had w arm  relations 
w ith the Soviet U nion, likewise his successor G hiang Kai-shek. 
Soviet advisers (e.g. Borodin) had considerable influence on the 
K M T. G hiang was appo in ted  an honorary m em ber of the presidium  
at the tith Gongress of the Com m unist In te rn a tio n a l in  192(3. In 
the same year he wrote:
Only after the overthrow  ol imperialism  tan  China obtain  freedom . . .  In the 
present world revolution, there  is the Third In ternational, which can be called 
the general stall of the revolution . . .  If we want our revolution to succeed, 
we must unite  with Russia to overthrow  imperialism  . . .  If Russia aids the 
Chinese revolution, does th a t mean she wants to oblige C hina to apply Com ­
munism!’ No. she wants us to carry out the national revolution. If the Com ­
m unists join the Ktio M in-tang, does this mean that they w ant to apply Com ­
munism!’ No. they do not w ant to do th a t either . . .•
Strong words and also revealing words. W ho could blam e the 
Russians for placing some considerable reliance on Ghiang? Yet 
this was penned at a lim e when G hiang had  already commenced 
arresting com m unists and  rem oving them  from  leading positions 
in the K M T  organisation.
China was not a un ified  country. In the early 20's there were 
llnee m ain influences, the K M T  in the South, and the w arlords W u 
Pei-fu in  Peking and  C hang Tso-lin in M anchuria. T h e  Soviet 
U nion established w arm  relations w ith the K M T  in the south yet 
pursued d ip lom atic interests w ith  Peking and  M anchuria. One ol 
Sun Yat-sen’s and  G hiang Kai-shek’s dearest wishes was for the 
revolution  to be ex tended  from  the south by the undertak ing  of 
the N orthern  E xpedition  aim ing to defeat the feudal m ilitarists to 
the north . Yet this was no t originally supported  by the Soviet 
U nion  who strove to re ta in  good relations w ith all the m ain 
Chinese influences on its eastern borders. T h e  Chinese com m unists 
had  to be pressurised periodically to m ain ta in  co llaboration  w ith 
the K M T  ancl this rem ained  Soviet policy for a tim e even after 
G hiang Kai-shek had  massacred the workers' m ovem ent in  Shanghai 
in  A pril 1927.
M ilitary and peasant uprisings followed in the wake of the 
failure of the policy of collaboration w ith the K M T . T h e  CPC 
general-secretary Chen T u-hsin  was sacked and denounced as a 
righ t opportun ist (he had largely carried ou t Moscow s instructions) 
ancl Chu C hiu-pai became party  leader so com m encing the first 
left line in  the Chinese Party, in  D ecem ber 1927 the C anton u p ­
rising was bru ta lly  suppressed after being influenced  by Stalin 
against the better judgem ent of m en on the spot. Li Li-san became 
the guiding sp irit in  the Party and  fu rth er uprisings ancl frontal 
attacks on big cities ended in  disaster.
* Cited in Stuart Schram, M ao Tse-tung, Penguin p. 92.
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In 1930 the M oscow-trained .student C hen  Shao-v u (W ang Ming) 
re tu rned  to C hina and along with dose colleagues was installed in 
in fluen tia l positions in the Chinese Party. W ang M ing had spent 
five years in the Soviet U nion, where he had gone at the age of eight­
een, studying the revolutionary m ovem ent. He joined the Chinese 
C om m unist Party in Moscow two years later, and was 23 years ol 
age on re tu rn  to C hina. T h u s began the second, equally disastrous, 
left line of adventurism  and  rigidity, ol ill-conceived uprisings, 
m ilitary  confrontations with the superior forces, the slogan “attack 
on all fron ts" whic h led to the vic tory of C hiang Kai-shek's campaign 
of encirclem ent and annih ila tion  in respec t to the m ain base areas 
of the revolution.-'
Following these defeats came the vic tory of Mao Tse-tung in the 
councils of the Chinese Party. T h is  occurred in 193") at the famous 
T suny i m eeting in  Keichow Province a t the com m encem ent of the 
Long M arch. From  tha t time the Chinese Party shook off the 
Soviet influence, it developed u n inh ib ited  its own peculiarly Chinese 
strategies and  tactics and despite incredible hardship  and obstacles 
proceeded from  victory to victory cu lm inating  in the defeat of 
C hiang Kai-shek in 1919.
R elations between the Chinese and Soviet com m unists in the 
years 1935-1949 appear to have been sparse, desultory and remote.
T h e  problem s of relations with the  Soviet U nion . . . involved alongside rivalrv 
a genuine feeling of solidarity between the Com m unists of the  two countries. 
At the same tim e Stalin had two distinct bu t related goals, both of which were 
totally unacceptable to Mao Tse-tung. T h e  first was to avoid pushing the revolu­
tion  in C hina too hard  if this was likely to endanger Moscow's diplom atic position. 
T h e  second was to make sure th a t the  Com m unist movement in C hina rem ained 
under Soviet guidance and control. Although the form in which these issues 
presented themselves varied substantially over the  years, the two basic tensions 
persisted du rin g  the entire  period from 1935 to 1
Stalin was no t keen about M ao's prosecution of the civil war 
against C hiang Kai-shek following the defeat of Japan . It is 
undoub ted ly  this a ttitu d e  to w hich the Chinese refer when referring 
to S talin ’s mistakes in  the m iddle 40's. Yugoslav sources m ain tain  
tha t Stalin told Kardelj how he had advised the Chinese communists
5 Incidentally  W'ang M ing has recently em erged from obscurity by writing a 
pam phlet “C hina, C u ltu ra l R evolution or C ounter Revolutionary Coup?", a 
particu larly  vitriolic and subjective attack on Mao Tse-tung which has been 
circulated widely th roughout the world by the  Novosti Press Agency. W ang 
M ing sums u p  his “analysis” by stating  th a t Mao "has become not only an 
enem y of the  Com m unist Party of C hina b u t also the common enemy of the 
in te rnational com m unist movem ent. He has become not only the enemy of 
th e  Chinese people, b u t the common enemy of the en tire  progressive and peace- 
loving h u m an ity”. Presum ably "any th ing  goes" in the struggle against such a 
man!
•  Schram, Mao Tse-tung, pp. 192-193.
42
\ l  S I R M l \ \  1.K1 I RF.VIF.U October-Xovember 1969
to join the C hiang governm ent and  dissolve the ir army. (See Schram 
p. 238). Such a ttitudes on S talin ’s part, it is alleged, reflected 
concern to placate, and  not upset, the U nited  States and  so avoid 
jeopardising Soviet security in the Far East so soon after the war.
The Nino-Soviet Treaty ol Friendship, Alliance an d  M utual 
Assistance was signed in February 1950 after prolonged negotiations 
conducted b \ M ao Tse-tung in Moscow. M ao’s three m onths 
absence from China leaves the impression of some hard  bargaining. 
Certainly Soviet credits to C hina of 60 m illion  U.S. dollars annually  
for five years to be repaid  by 1963 could not be considered immense 
aid. Soviet presence in  D arien and  Port A rth u r was to continue 
until 1952 —  yet in fact lasted un til after S ta lin ’s death  —  possibly 
due to the physical proxim ity  of the Korean war. I t was no t u n til 
a fter Stalin died th a t assistance and  relations blossomed.
I lie starting-point in the disintegration of these new tlose ties between Moscow 
and Peking was unquestionably krushchov's secret speech at the T w en tie th  Party 
Congress denouncing Stalin's crimes. T his does no t m ean th a t the Chinese 
objected as violently to  Krushchov's action as they have recently claimed. On 
the contrary, the Chinese press a t the tim e indicated strong approval of certain 
aspects of "d estab iliza tio n '. Nevertheless, the T w entieth  Party Congress m arked 
the  beginning of an evolution in Soviet policy, the  u ltim ate  consequences of 
which were to prove unacceptable to Mao, even if he d id  no t clearly foresee 
them  at the tim eJ
In 1953 following S ta lin ’s death  some rank  and  file Chinese 
communists asked the question: “Now tha t S talin  is dead  w ill M ao 
Tse-tung have to go and  work in  Moscow.-*” T h is  was laughingly 
and patiently  rejected by ideological cadres. Yet after witnessing 
the policies of the 20th Congress and noting  w hat they considered 
to be the “adven tu rist” and  “revisionist” proclivities of Krushchov 
and  the Soviet leadership, it is not inconceivable and  indeed is 
almost certain  th a t M ao Tse-tung decided th a t the new revolu­
tionary H Q  should be transferred  from Moscow to Peking and  
th a t the m antle of S talin  should fall upon himself. H ence began 
the battle for hegem ony in the C om m unist and  revolutionary  
movem ent (and indeed for w orld hegemony) w'hich has developed 
to the stage it has reached today.
M ore Recent Controversies
N aturally  national in terest and  hegem onistic aims have rem ained 
obscured on both  sides. For over ten years the row has developed 
fiercely on a wide range of issues involving alm ost every sphere of 
policy and interest: the assessment of Stalin; a form idable range ol 
ideological questions involving peaceful co-existence an d  the pos­
sibility of peaceful transition  to socialism in  some countries; 
a ttitudes to the U nited  States; questions relating  to C h in a ’s in ternal
” Schram, p.285.
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policies such as the com m unes and  the G reat Leap Forward; the 
w ithdraw al of Soviet experts from  C hina; the S ino-lndian border 
clash; nuclear weapons; T aiw an; Czechoslovakia; the V ietnam  war 
an d  m any o ther im portan t m atters. T h e  general course of the 
d ispute and  the argum ents is well know n and it is not the purpose 
here to  exam ine them  in detail. Yet some com m ents on a few art- 
necessary.
It is in teresting  tha t assessments of Stalin are closer today than 
at any tim e since 1956. T here  is little  doub t th a t official Soviet 
views today approxim ate the Chinese w hile they are less fo rth ­
righ tly  expressed. T h e  rehab ilita tion  of Stalin proceeds in the 
Soviet U nion, hesitantly  and in  m uted  tones.
T h e  w ithdraw al of the Soviet experts w ith the ir b lueprin ts 
provides one of the Soviet moves w hich greatly exacerbated the 
conflict an d  makes reconciliation a most long range affair. T he 
w riter, in  Moscow in 1964, was shown volum inous docum ents which 
proved only the weakness of the Soviet case and po in ted  up  the 
whole exercise as being designed to teach the Chinese a lesson.
Possibly the d ispute over nuclear weapons provides a m ore basic 
revelation of the real issues in  the Sino-Soviet conflict. T h is d ispute 
d id  not receive any public  a iring  u n til some four tears after its 
occurrence.
As far back as Ju n e  20, 1959, when there  was not yet the  slightest sign of a 
treaty  on stopping nuclear tests, the Soviet G overnm ent unila terally  tore up  the 
agreem ent on new technology for national defence, concluded between China 
and the Soviet U nion on Octobcr 15, 1957, and  refused to provide C hina w ith a 
sam ple of an  atom ic bom b and technical data  concerning its m anufacture. T his 
was done as a presentation  gift at the tim e the  Soviet leader went to the  United 
States for talks witli Eisenhower in Septem ber . .
T h is  accusation has not been refu ted  by the Soviet U nion  and 
the way in  which the Soviet G overnm ent replied to it clearly 
indicates the correctness of the m ain  charges while the reasons 
for the change of policy are, perhaps, ano ther question. In  Sep­
tem ber 1963 a Soviet statem ent stressed th a t the Chinese economic 
situation  w ould  have to be strained to the utm ost to produce even 
“a few atom  bom bs”. It com plained th a t the Chinese had  made 
public “classified docum ents and in fo rm ation  re la ting  to the cle- 
iences of the countries of the socialist com m unity” and  had 
presented the facts in "a d istorted lig h t”. T h e  statem ent w ent on 
to stress the necessity of p reventing the spread of nuclear weapons 
in the interests of peace and  in  the interests of C hina and  argued 
th a t it w ould  be w rong to fight against the arm ing of W est G erm any 
w ith nuclear weapons and against th e ir spreading in  the “W est”
8 Peking R eview , August 16, 1963.
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generally while a t the same tim e supplying C hina w ith  them. It 
claim ed that C hina w ould be better off devoting its efforts to 
developing the national economy and  the well-being of the Chinese 
people than exhausting  itself to produce the bom b. A fu rth er 
Soviet S tatem ent em phasised tha t C hina had no need of the bom b 
because the Soviet U nion  had nuclear power enough “ to wipe from  
the face of the earth  any state . . . that m ight encroach on the 
revolutionary gains of the socialist countries.”9
However sym pathetic one m ight be towards the Soviet argum ent, 
and  there is logic in  it, one m ust easily recognise the paternalistic, 
in terfering  natu re  of the reply on which aspects the Chinese were 
quick to seize. A nationalistic  governm ent w ith  hegem onistic am ­
bitions would hardly take kindly to being told “W e’ll look after 
you” ! Viewed in  such a context the Soviet argum ent in  reality 
seeks to place all socialist countries under Soviet patronage ancl 
influence —  in one sense a realistic approach in the politico- 
m ilitary sphere yet hardly  conducive of relations of equality  or 
equal rights, m ore particu larly  when the history of the Soviet 
U nion itself has been tarn ished ra th e r badly by national in terest 
and  hegemony.
T h e  problem  of T a iw an  has assumed greater im portance as the 
d ispute has unfolded.
T h e  Chinese have in  fact claim ed (in their G overnm ent Statem ent of Septem ber 1, 
1903) that Krushchov came to  Peking after his C am p Davicl talks w ith Eisen­
hower in 1959 in a b id  to persuade them  (the Chinese) to accept a  "T w o Chinas" 
s ituation  oil the  ground th a t “T aiw an was an incendiary factor in the in te r­
national situation". If Krushchov did make such an a ttem pt, then  it seems 
likely lie was inspired to do so by his talks w ith Eisenhower. T h e  Chinese could 
be excused for assuming th a t T aiw an was a bargaining counter in  the  Soviet/C S. 
detente. T h e  Soviets, in th e ir statem ent of Septem ber 21, 1963, claim ed K rush­
chov simply spoke of “ peaceful ways” to solve the  T aiw an issue. T hey  added, 
however, that: “ No do u b t rem ains now that one of the  reasons for the attack 
In the Chinese leaders on the  policy of the world com m unist m ovem ent was the 
lessening of in te rnational tension which took place in 1959 when there  was a 
definite relaxation in  the cold war between the Soviet U nion and the U nited 
States, especially after C om rade Krushchov's visit to the  L .S.A..1®
Indeed if such was not Soviet policy in 1959 it seems likely tha t 
it is now. T h ere  is increasing evidence of Soviet negotiations w ith 
T a iw an  in the context of the grow ing Sino-Soviet conflict. A clear 
statem ent of Soviet a ttitudes to ancl relations w ith  T aiw an  is 
called for.
Why?
How can it come abou t th a t the two m ain  socialist countries 
appear to be on the verge of war? T h e  accusations h u rled  by each
John  Gittings, Survey of the Sino-Soviet Dispute, pp . 102-109.
lo Gregory Clark, In  Fear o f China, Lansdowne Press, 1967, p. 116.
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one at the* o ther have great sim ilarity — new tsars, Maoist clique, 
re tu rn  to capitalism , m ilitary-bureaucratic d ictatorship, collusion 
with U.S. im perialism , aggressor, social im perialist, etc., etc. - 
heaps of wildness, exaggeration, spite and self-righteousness with 
elem ents of tru th , yet w ith little  of real m arxist analysis apparen t. 
In fact the whole sorry picture makes a mockery of socialist p rin ­
ciples as they are practised in the two countries and seriously calls 
in to  question the protagonists degree of adherence to revolutionary 
socialism. It highlights the immense pressure of nationalism  and 
self-interest w hich determ ines, in particu lar, external policy.
The tru e  cause of the Sino.Soviet conflict lias become increasingly clear; it is the 
struggle for leadership — for leadership in the  "socialist cam p", in the Com 
m iniist world m ovement, and in the world as a w ho le ."
M ehnert's observation, m ade five years ago, is undoubted ly  the 
crux of the m atter. T h e  Soviet U nion fears China as a rival. 
Since the thirties Chinese Com m unists have never been p lian t in 
the ir relations w ith the Soviet U nion and  have become increasingly 
less'so. T hey  owed little  to the Soviet U nion in  the first place, 
in  any direct sense, in  the w inning of the ir revolution except for 
the very presence of th a t country in the world scene. T hey  grew up 
to  very defin ite  independence in a ttitude , a feature never favoured 
by Soviet leaderships since Lenin. For in  this connection there 
is no C om m unist Party  leadership anyw here pursu ing  independent 
policies who are viewed kindly by the Soviet leadership.
W ith  the advent of China 011 the world scene after 1949 and 
th e ir claim  of C hina representing the m odel of socialist revolution 
for a vast p a rt of the world the hegemony of the Soviet U nion 
came u n d er direct challenge.
If C hina had  provided the m odel 011 which fu tu re  revolutions am ong the peoples 
of Asia (and perhaps later of Africa) should be based, this was also a claim that 
C hina should lead and guide these revolutions towards their goal: the claim 
th a t Mao had  added new tru th s to Marxism, m eaning the experience and practice 
of the Chinese revolution, was also a claim th a t C hina could provide th a t in te r­
preta tion  of the orthodox doctrines of Com m unism  most applicable in her 
legion. These argum ents am ounted to a restatem ent in  m odern terms of two 
of the fundam ental postulates of the old Chinese view of the  world: th a t China 
was the  centre of civilisation, the m odel w hich less advanced states and peoples 
should copy if they were to  be accepted w ith in  the pale, and th a t the ru ler of 
C hina was the expounder of orthodox doctrine; that, after all and always, Chinese 
in terpreta tions were the righ t ones; tru th  and rig h t th ink ing  m ust come from 
C hina and conform  with Chinese teaching.1-
FitzG erald’s in teresting and pene tra ting  assessment is given m uch 
more w eight w ith the m ore recent Chinese claims th a t M ao Tse- 
tu n g ’s T h o u g h t is M arxism -Leninism  in  the contem porary world
"  Klaus M chncrt, Peking and Moscow, M entor, 1064, pp. 485-486.
12 C. P. FitzG erald, The Chinese View of T h e ir  Place in I he W orld, Oxford 
University Press, 1964, pp . 48-49.
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ancl that the Chinese m odel and  m ethods are applicable in all 
countries. Small w onder tha t the Soviet leadership, whose socialist 
outlook is contam inated  w ith a national in terest reflected in  a 
hegemonistic position and  aims, should be concerned. T h u s  the 
collision course developed.
T h e  popu lar feeling in C hina against the Soviet U nion is well 
known, w hipped up  by the leadership’s frenzied cam paign against 
the Soviet “revisionists” and “social im perialists”. It is a na tio n a l­
istic fervour seldom witnessed h itherto . For C h ina the Soviet U nion 
has become the N um ber One enemy and danger. W hat of the 
position in  the Soviet U nion?
After visiting the Soviet U nion in 1967 A lexander W erth  wrote:
In  theory, the  U nited  States is Russia's Enemy N um ber One. But only in 
theory. T h e  nuclear “ balance of terro r", if noth ing else, makes a Soviet-American 
war very unlikely; m oreover there  has never been a war betw een Russia and 
America, and there is no area in the world today where Am erican and Russian 
interests clash in any violent way. If the Americans felt th a t it was their duty 
to the "Free W orld" to “destroy com m unism ”, they would — and should — 
have started long ago on destroying Russia (rather th an  little  Vietnam) ; but 
as lie  Gaulle said, there were at least a dozen different “comm unism s", and 
the  Russian variety has become one of the most innocuous, w ith the concept 
of the  "na tion  state" strongly predom inating  over th a t of “revolutionary m is­
sion" in the world.
No, the U nited States is not Enemy N um ber One. Enemy N um ber One — at 
least in Russian popu lar im agination  is C hina . . .is
W erth  goes on to re la te  his observation of p o p u la r R ussian fears
. . . the real q uarre l w ith C hina is not over ideology that it is in reality a 
quarre l between two nation-states; th a t the Chinese, already 700 or 800 m illion 
strong, will soon have a billion  people, and that their population  cauldron may 
well explode some day, and th a t there is som ething particu larly  sinister in the  
frequent incidents on the  Chinese-Soviet border, and in  the territo ria l claims 
m ade on various Russian territories in C entral Asia and the Far East, allegedly 
stolen from C hina by the Russian Tsars, (p. 269).
T h a t such w idespread fears exist has been noted by A ustralian  
Com m unists visiting the Soviet U nion. (Such fears have a d isturb ing  
sim ilarity to the “yellow hordes to the n o rth ” idea w hich has been 
skilfully used by the A ustralian  ru ling  class over long years in 
order to foist a policy on the A ustralian n a tion  of “i t ’s better to 
fight them  over there before they come h ere”.) T h is  is fu rther 
illustrated, for exam ple, by an article p rin ted  in  Pravda  on August 
16, following the clash on the Sinkiang frontier. T h e  writers, 
discussing the rocky ou tcrop  of the Ju n g arian  Gates, state that 
through these very gates three  centuries ago came foreign invaders in  an 
avalanche onto the Kazakn steppe. T h e  peoples’ m em ory has re ta ined  the pain  
and wrath, the h a tred  and courage of those far-off years. T h e  present rulers of 
C hina are sending their soldiers along the same p a th  as the bloody campaigns 
of the J un g irian  conquerors.
13 A lexander W erth , Russia — H opes and Fears, Penguin, 1969, p. 266.
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W hat possibilities are presented lo r the im perialists to choose 
priorities in  dealing w ith its two m ajor enemies is easily im agined. 
T h is conflict plays right in to  the hands of such governm ents as 
those of the U.S. and  Australia. A conflict of such m agnitude, 
com plexity and fierceness between the Soviet U nion and China 
relieves m uch of the pressure upon im perialism  and weakens the 
revolutionary  struggle around  the world. T h e  Soviet handling  of 
the com plex situation with China tends to back up the im perialist 
argum ents of C hina's aggressiveness and c asts doub t on the collective 
security proposals for South East Asia.
Is C hina aggressive? T h a t dubious and  even ridiculous territo ria l 
claims have been advanced in  various ways is obvious. T h a t border 
clashes have been provoked by C hina is probable. T h a t bellicose- 
sounding statem ents have em anated from  C hina is all too true. 
Yet has m odern  C hina a record of aggression? T h is  cannot, in  
fairness, be said. In 1965 Sir R obert Scott the form er British 
Com m issioner G eneral in  SE Asia and  form er perm anent secretary 
to the B ritish  Defence M inistry, in  delivering the Dyason M em orial 
lecture in  Sydney, po in ted  ou t th a t historically the Chinese had 
never been given to striking the first blow  and tha t the Chinese 
under com m unism  would respond only when they felt their 
security threatened. N um erous com m entators and  students of 
C hina strongly share this view as does this w riter. However the 
Chinese C om m unists do take the view of keeping the pressure 
on the ir enemies, of “ tw isting the tiger's ta il"; a tactic used against 
C hiang  forces and  the U nited  States and obviously now against 
the Soviet U nion. Such “pressure", presum ably, will be kept up 
at points of d isputed  territory. Yet this is qu ite  a different thing 
to invasion or even pre-em ptive strikes. T h e  Chinese com m unists’ 
m ilitary  record definitely has not been one of adventurism  and 
ill-conceived blows against superior enemies.
Socialists cannot support m ilitary measures by either side to 
decide this issue. W hat has to be in troduced  in to  this debacle is 
patience, negotiations and socialist principles. A ustralians, of 
course, w ill be able to influence the course of events hardly  at all. 
So tha t for A ustralian  socialists the em phasis inevitably becomes 
the struggle to re-introduce real socialist and  m arxist approaches 
and  analysis w ithou t fear or favour, scattering the m yths and 
illusions b u ilt up  over years and looking the problem s squarely 
in the face.
Shortly before his death  Lenin strongly w arned of the dangers 
of great na tion  chauvinism  and its effects upon  the peoples and 
revolutions of the East and these are the problem s w hich have 
em erged so clearly today. T h a t they could emerge so strongly 
necessitates exam ination  of the state of socialism in the world.
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A review of the book Asian Dram a: An in q u iry  in to  the 
Poverty of N ations, by the famous Swedish economist, Gun-  
nar Myrdal. Published by Penguin, 3 vols., 2284 pp., $11.25.
FO R  BULK A LO N E this one-m illion word study, is a d au n tin g  p ro ­
position. B ut its si/e — whose im pact is m inim ised to  some ex ten t 
by the masterly p rin tin g  and production  —  is really the least of 
the difficulties it poses.
M uch greater is the difficulty  of the task it sets itself, which 
is no th ing  less than  an exam ination  in  all its connections of the 
social, political and  econom ic condition of the region which 
Professor M yrdal calls South Asia. U nder this head he studies the 
vast, com plex and  ancien t society of India, where he w orked for 
a num ber of years and  which is really the pivotal p o in t of the 
study, and  also Pakistan and  Ceylon. T h e  South-east Asian 
countries also receive some a tten tion , b u t only in  a relatively 
m arginal way.
M yrdal consciously approaches the study in  the trad ition  
of the classics of political economy — the echo in  the title  of Adam 
Sm ith ’s An In qu iry  in to  the N atu re  and Causes of the W ealth  of 
N ations is far from  accidental. Indeed, he says in  his preface:
" I t  is not altogether a p re ten tious m etaphor when I describe my endeavor to 
apply an institu tiona l approach in  this study as an  a ttem pt to analyse the 
developm ent problem s of South Asia in the m anner th a t Adam Smith studied 
England's developm ent problem s two hundred  years ago. Sm ith, of course, 
never dealt w ith problem s as purely ‘economic’, and the same can be said in 
general of the whole classical school . . .” (p. x.).
M yrdal develops his “in stitu tiona l app roach ’’ in  a sustained 
polem ic w ith prevailing  “purely econom ic” approaches to the 
problem  of developm ent in  South Asia, especially as practised by 
W estern economists, b u t also by m any specialists in  the South 
Asian countries themselves.
His attack on “W estern bias” in  the study of South Asia is 
pressed w ith relentless vigor. A t one level, he attacks the political, 
d ip lom atic and  strategic influences which bear upon  these attitudes
—  the whole com plex of cold w ar phenom ena, as they have in ­
fluenced economic studies. At ano ther and  deeper level, he attacks 
the tendency to carry over in to  the study of South Asia social and 
m otivational assum ptions arising from  a W estern environm ent.
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His discussion ol the concepts of “ unem ploym ent” and “ under­
em ploym ent'’ as used by W estern econom ists in  re la tion  to South 
Asia is particu larly  in teresting  in this connection. He finds these 
conceptions inapp rop ria te  to  the historically evolved South Asian 
reality, p referring  instead the concept of “ under-u tilisation” of 
labor.
However, Professor M yrdal explicitly  disclaims any “pure 
econom ic” approach for him self — he is in fact at great pains 
to p o in t ou t th a t all economic judgm ents are valuational judgm ents. 
Perhaps the core statem ent of his argum ent is the following:
C onditions in  the  rich W estern countries today are such that, broadly speaking, 
the  social m atrix  is permissive of economic developm ent o r when not, becomes 
readily adjusted  so as not to place m uch in the  way of obstacles in its path . 
T h is is why an  analysis in ‘economic’ terms, abstracting from th a t social m atrix , 
can producc valid and useful results.
B ut th a t judgm ent cannot be accurately applied  to South Asian conditions. 
Not only is the  social and institu tional struc tu re  different from the one that 
has evolved in  W estern countries, bu t, m ore im p ortan t, the  problem  of develop­
m ent in  South Asia is one calling for induced changes in th a t social and in s titu ­
tional structure , as it h inders economic developm ent and as it does not change 
spontaneously, or, to any very large extent, in response to policies restricted to 
the ‘econom ic’ sphere, (p. 26).
T h e  d ep th  of the differences betw een the developed W estern 
countries and  the w orld of South Asia is a leitm otif of the work. 
In  an  ex tended  com parison of the in itia l conditions for economic 
grow th as betw een the present-day rich  W estern countries and  the 
countries of South Asia today, M yrdal finds on alm ost every count 
th a t the com parison is unfavorable to the South Asian countries. 
In  p articu lar, he emphasises the sloiuness of the developm ent of 
the grow th po ten tia l in the pre-industrial West, ancl compares it 
w ith  the im perative need of the contem porary  South Asian countries 
for accelerated rates of developm ent. M yrdal concludes this dis­
cussion w ith  these words:
In  a sense, the  m ost fundam ental difference in  in itial conditions between the 
South Asian countries today and the  W estern countries in  any period of their 
p re-industrial phase is the difference in  the pace of history. A telescoping of 
change has become the  only alternative not only to continued stagnation but 
to regression. In  the final analysis, this situation  is a result of the  h igh levels 
of economic developm ent now achieved by the  developed countries and the 
accelerating speed w ith which they continue to develop . . .
It is as if the  “coefficient of changeability,” sta rting  at a low p o in t in  the M iddle 
Ages, rose and  then  continued to rise at an ever faster rate . And so the ideas 
of change, adap tab ility , and  m obility were gradually  accepted as a way of life, 
u n til W esterners became accustomed to the k ind  of “ perm anent industria l revolu­
tio n ” in which they live today, (pp. 700-701).
In  the South A sian countries, on the o ther hand,
the long stagnation . . . has solidified in stitu tions and a ttitudes, and hardened 
resistance to change in  all strata of the population .
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Myrdal defines the “institu tional approach", as follows:
We conceive of the situation  in each South Asian country — as in any other 
country — as a social system. T h e  system consists of a great num ber of conditions 
that are causally in terrela ted , in that a change in one will cause changes in 
the others. We classify the  conditions in six broad categories 1) o u tp u t and 
incomes 2) conditions of production  3) levels of living 4) a ttitudes towards 
life and work 5) in stitu tions 6) policies.
T his structure of categories represents the conditions in a country viewed 
from the 'economic' angle, w hich corresponds to the  focus of th e  present study. 
T h e  conditions in the  first three categories represent broadly what is usually 
referred to as the  "economic factors," while categories 4 and 5 represent the 
non-economic ones; category 6 is a m ixture and is usually considered to belong 
to the "economic factors" when policies aim at inducing changes in conditions 
1-3. bu t not otherwise, (pp. 1859-1860) .
T h e  m ain th rust of the “institu tional app roach” is in  fact a plea 
for a m uch greater appreciation  of conditions 4 and  5, as they 
exist concretely in  each South Asian country, in  confron ting  the 
problem s of underdevelopm ent, developm ent ancl p lan n in g  for 
developm ent. Each of the “conditions’’ listed above is the subject 
of a book-length essay in  Asian Dram a. H ere we can only com m ent 
on his sum m ation of conditions 4 and 5. O f condition 4 (attitudes 
towards life and work) he notes particu larly  as obstacles 
low levels ol work discipline, punctuality  and  orderliness; superstitious 
beliefs and irra tional outlook; lack of alertness, adap tab ility , am bition, and 
general readiness for change and experim ent; contem pt for m anual work; sub ­
missiveness to au tho rity  and exploitation; low ap titu d e  for cooperation; low 
standards of personal hygiene and so on. T o  these a ttitudes should  be added 
unreadiness for deliberate and sustained b irth  control . . .
As to condition  5 (institutions), he notes 
a land tenure system detrim en tal to agricultural advance; undeveloped in stitu ­
tions for enterprise, em ploym ent, trade and credit; deficiencies of national con­
solation; im perfections in  th e  au thority  of governm ent agencies; instability  and 
low effectiveness in national politics; low standards of efficiency and integrity 
in public  adm inistration; ineffective organs for provincial and local self-govern­
m ent; and a weak in frastruc tu re  of voluntary organisations — the institu tional 
conditions which constitu te these national com m unities as "soft States in our 
terminology. At the root of all these in stitu tional debilities is a low degree of 
popular participation  and a rigid, inegalitarian social stratification, (pp. 1862- 
1863).
T h e  core recom m endation m ade by M yrdal for em ergence from  
this social m iasm a is w hat he describes as “radical State policies” 
designed to b rin g  in to  life the “m odernisation  crite ria”, w hich he 
takes to underlie  all efforts a t developm ent in  South Asia. These 
criteria  he describes as a ra tionalist (rather than  a sentim ental) 
approach to econom ic problem s, the developm ent of the economy on 
a p lanned basis; a rise in  labor productivity  and the level of living; 
social and economic equality ; an  im provem ent in  social institu tions 
and  standards; na tio n a l consolidation and  natio n a l independence; 
democracy in  political life and in  the sphere of pub lic  relations; 
social discipline com bined w ith dem ocratic p lanning , (p. 57, et seq.)
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It i-> necessary to apologise lor the length ol the quotations 
presented above. But they still present nothing bu t the barest ol 
skeletons ol the argum ent ol this massive theoretical enterprise in 
the m ethodology ol economic studies, upon w h id i Prolessor M yrdal 
expended a lull 10 years ol his lile. M yrdal's “ institu tional ap- 
])roach'' takes him , as ta n  be seen, righ t to the threshold ot a 
m arxist, revolutionary  socialist approach. Hut it is a threshold he 
does not cross.
X oi only is the idea ol the revolutionary  overthrow  ol all 
existing structures as a possible denouem ent to the South Asian 
d ram a absent from  the work, bu t the mass of the popu la tion  are 
seen th roughou t as an object ot governm ent, w hich may be either 
good or bad, ra th e r than  as a possible force for social progress in 
th e ir own righ t. T h e  perspective of a change of the en tire  class 
structure  therefore scarcely arises, however keenly aware Professor 
M yrdal is of the m am m oth difficulties posed by this structure for 
progressive social developm ent.
I t  is a m atter for the greatest regret th a t a w ork of such im ­
portance barely examines a t all the experience of the Asian 
com m unist-led regimes of C hina, N orth  Korea and  N orth  Vietnam . 
T rue , they are geographically periphera l to the scope of the 
work. T ru e , there are substantial differences in the historically 
evolved national com m unities of East Asia and South Asia, which, 
in  the case of C hina, N orth  Korea and N o rth  V ietnam , undoubtedly  
favored the grow th of revolutionary  socialist movements ou t of 
the m ovem ents for national independence. R ut even the most 
superficial study of the pre-revolutionary situations in  these three 
regions points not only to differences, b u t to sim ilarities, and great 
sim ilarities.
W ith  all its shortcom ings in  practice in  the d ifferent national 
environm ents, socialist co-operation in  ag ricu lture  m ust surely be 
saicl to offer at least as prom ising a perspective in  South Asia as 
the p lanned  developm ent of capitalism  in  agricu lture  recom m ended 
by Professor M yrdal. Likewise, the experience of C hina, N orth  
K orea an d  N o rth  V ietnam  is rich in experim ents in  the p lanned  
developm ent alongside m odern industry , of the trad itiona l craft 
industries — a course which figures very high on the list of 
recom m endations w ith w hich Professor M yrdal concludes his study 
of the prob lem  of industrialisation . Above all, their success — 
w hich rem ains un ique  in  the history of Asia — stim ulating  that 
“p o p u la r p a rtic ip a tio n ” in  the social process, whose lack Professor 
M yrdal sees as the “ro o t” of the in stitu tio n a l problem  in the South 
Asian region, surely deserved com m ent.
Professor Myrclal’s identification  w ith progressive, non-com m unist
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elem ents ol the South Asian elites is passionate and  com plete. He 
says at one point:
Despite the increased interest in  South Asian problem s in  o th er parts of the 
world, the leading figures in this d ram a are the people of South Asia, especially 
their educated class . . .  (p. 34).
T h is  is not to suggest tha t he does not feel the m ost genuine 
sympathy for the suffering of the masses of a country such as India. 
He does — the en tire  work is lam bent w ith  such sym pathy. But 
the idea of a politically  decisive section of the educated class 
m oving over to  revolutionary  socialist positions and  securing 
massive p o p u la r support (as happened  in  the present-day socialist 
East Asian countries) he scarcely entertains.
Perhaps the political optic  of the w'ork is m ost surely indicated  
by the fact th a t its au th o r index contains at least eight colum n 
inches of references to the w ritings and statem ents of Jaw aharlal 
N ehru, and no reference at all to M ao Tse-tung. B ut is there such 
a “Chinese w all" (if one may be forgiven the expression) between 
the societies of South and  East Asia? Is it really a fact tha t the 
developm ent problem s of the two regions, due to historically 
evolved factors, are d ifferent in  kind? Is it  really not possible th a t 
w hat w'e are witnessing today is merely a lag in  time.
T h e  reverses so far suffered in  1969 by the forces of reaction in  
In d ia  — representatives p a r excellence of those “in stitu tio n a l im ­
pedim ents’’ to change whose negative influence is so thoroughly 
exposed by Professor M yrdal —  do at least give slender grounds 
for hope th a t a “g lobal” socialist change is no t forever ru led  ou t 
for this vast country, w hatever the difficulties such a change may 
face. T h e  very forms of political democracy on w hich Professor 
M yrdal pins considerable hope could conceivably help  to  ensure 
a less pa in fu l socialist transition , in  the conditions of Ind ia , than  
has occurred elsewhere in  Asia Where such forms were less developed, 
or d id  not exist at all.
G unnar M yrdal’s Asian Drama  towers over previous attem pts at 
its subject. I t is a massive con tribu tion  to scholarship, an d  a strong 
an tido te  to glib, W estern-biased approaches of e ither the Left or 
the R ight to the problem s of social developm ent in  the long- 
stagnant societies of Asia. I t is notew orthy th a t it  has been 
received ra ther coolly in  the W est, bu t w ith considerable enthusiasm  
in  the region to which it is devoted.
G u n n ar M yrdal writes at one p o in t th a t the outcom e of the 
Asian dram a is “not necessarily tragedy”. W hether one shares its 
basic political view point com pletely or not, there can be no doub t 
th a t his work, th rough  the light it throws on  the reality  of the 
problem s of developm ent in  the region, w ill w ork pow erfully in  
favor of averting a tragic outcom e.
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Warren 
Osmond
WORKERS’ 
CONTROL- 
STUDENT POWER
This  article, by a past president of Monaslt Labor Club now  
studying in Adelaide is based on a paper given to the Syd­
ney Workers’ Control Conference. T h e  author argues that 
the two demands are not simple parallels.
IN  T H IS  A R T IC L E  I w ant to com pare the analogy which is 
widely draw n betw een student pow er and workers’ control, and 
suggest th a t the analogy is frequently  exaggerated, particularly  by 
students. Secondly, 1 wish to defend th e  concept of workers’ 
control as som ething w hich is no t necessarily reform ist, as p a rt of 
a revolu tionary  socialist strategy, and  as som ething w hich provides 
a new fram ew ork for political and  industria l agitation.
A t bottom , the two slogans, s tuden t power and  workers’ con­
trol, have the same criticisms of m odern society (capitalism , if 
you l ik e ) . ( T his set of criticisms is associated m ore w ith the 
New Left, here and  overseas, ra th e r th an  w ith  the orthodox 
com m unist m ovem ent this century, in  the  advanced societies of 
the  W est. T h e  criticism  says th a t m en are isolated from  real 
contro l over the issues and decisions w hich affect th e ir daily 
lives, the “quality  of life” as experienced under capitalism ; 
they even lack any sense of confidence in  the ir ability  and  
com petence to discuss m atters outside the ir jobs, families, and 
leisure-tim e activity. Decision-making, in  this view, is centralised 
and  concentrated  in  the hands of irresponsible elites, w hich are 
unaccoun tab le  to those “u n d er” them , who are vitally affected by 
the very large scope of the decisions m ade. In  short, the  critique 
underly ing  both  student pow er and  w orkers’ control says tha t 
society today is undemocratic; th a t it is either largely ou t of 
control, or th a t contro l is vested in  the  hands of m en of privilege, 
and  no t exercised in  the interests of the mass of the  p eo p le j
In  A ustralia , the  m ajor difference betw een s tuden t pow er and  
w orkers’ control, in  practice, is th a t (since the early 60’s) students 
have been able to  develop a viable, though  inheren tly  unstable, 
political m ovem ent  led prim arily  by revo lu tionary  students, which 
had  adopted  a student power program ; this m ovem ent has begun 
to work p ro fo u n d  changes in  the n a tu re  and  structure  of education 
in  this country. W orkers’ control, on the o ther hand , is notf'a'n
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in tegral p a rt or basis of a real political o r industria l m ovem ent 
of A ustralian  workers —  it is at this stage only a theoretical 
concept. (T his does no t m ean th a t m any w orkers’ struggles 
cannot be em bodied w ith in  the  concept of w orkers’ control, ju st 
th a t no unionists have openly placed th e ir struggles, so far, in 
this light.)
T h is difference has an  im p o rtan t danger w ith in  it: th a t the  
success of the s tuden t pow er m ovem ent will be unreasonably 
expected of any w orkers’ control m ovem ent th a t m igh t develop.
I use the words “unreasonably expected” because some very real 
factors necessarily lim it workers’ control, a t the sam e tim e as 
m aking student pow er necessarily a m ore practical proposal. 
T h a t is, the  app lica tion  of the slogan, o r strategy, of w orkers’ 
control, its use as a gu ide for struggle, w ill always be m ore 
com plicated and easily confused than  th e  concept of student 
power. T h e re  are th ree reasons, I suggest, for this being true.
First, the type of criticism  of society, m entioned  above, meets 
a better response am ongst students, teachers and  educators, than  
am ongst any o ther g roup ing  or class in society. R adical students 
have been able to get m uch support from  m ore “m odera te” staff 
and  students because of this, whereas they have no t been able, 
often, to ob ta in  the same agreem ent on issues like im perialism  
and the V ietnam  war. T h is is because it is in  the education 
system th a t basic beliefs abou t society (such as the  no tion  tha t 
society is dem ocratic  o r  otherwise) are taught, learned, subjected  
to criticism, etc. T h is  is to say, it is in  the education  system, 
most thoroughly and  openly, th a t the “c u ltu re” (attitudes, values, 
inform ation) of society is passed from  generation  to generation.
A second reason for s tuden t pow er getting  off the  g ro u n d  is th a t 
the  ideals of liberal an d  hum anistic  education  are in  themselves 
dem ocratic and  radical, especially in  A ustralia. W hen  people say 
th a t the aims of education  are  to  produce critical, th inking, 
independent citizens, they are saying som ething w hich is a basic 
dem ocratic assum ption, and  in  conflict w ith  the  actual reality  of 
A ustralian  condition , thus giving rise to  dissatisfaction and  a 
basis for po litical action.
T h ird ly , the ideas w hich we associate w ith  “studen t pow er” — 
self-government, grass roots democracy, com m unities, partic ipatory  
democracy —  are intrinsically  easier to apply  to educational 
institu tions, th an  to ordinary  work-places in  our society. N ot 
only do students, teachers (or some of them ) th in k  it a better 
idea for students to  have a say in  the ir own education , b u t 
it is m uch easier in  practice to  apply th is th an  to apply it  to a 
w ork-situation.
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A classroom contrasts w ith a wharl', an oil rig, a transport depot, 
a public service office, an assembly line, to take various examples, 
in th a t these jobs entail functions an d  processes tha t are m uch 
less independen t and self-contained. T h is is just a reflection of 
the fact —  now a cliche — th a t m odern  society is very complex. 
Most jobs, th a t is, are specialised, and  merely segments, portions, 
of m uch larger operations, and  processes, and industries. T his 
generalisation  does no t apply so m uch to any classroom, or school, 
o r university or college.
A nother factor breaks down the analogy — or the simple ana- 
logy —  betw een student pow er and  w orkers’ control, and th a t is 
the  “scientific and technological revo lu tion ’’ underw ay. T h e  most 
visible agent (and symbol) of this “revo lu tion” is the com puter. 
A lready m any jobs w ith in  banks, and  clerical positions in  the 
public  and  p rivate  bureaucracies, have been greatly reduced or 
even done away w ith by com puterisation. W hich  jobs we will be 
left w ith  in, say, twenty years time, and  how m uch working-time 
will be needed for them, cannot yet be predicted.
It is true, then, th a t two very im p o rtan t factors break down 
the easy transfer of the success of s tuden t pow er to the  realm  
of w orking experience in our society: the  com plexity of society, 
and  the rap id ly  changing structu re  of the work-force. I t is 
dso tru e  to  say tha t these factors are  pow erful influences on many 
of the people  who w ould like to accept the idea of workers’ control, 
but sense th a t it ju st isn’t practical.
W h at does this type ol difficulty m ean for practical political 
and  in d u stria l struggle around  issues? It m eans tha t whereas 
students have been clearly able to present a set of demands  (or a 
program ) based on the idea of studen t power, and  w hich has 
served as a radicalising  program  for m any students in  universities, 
(it has served to enlarge the L e f t) ; workers, and the ir leaders, on 
the o ther hand , will always be in a certa in  am ount of deep water 
try ing to get a com prehensive and  unam biguous set of dem ands 
from  the idea of workers’ control. In  the case of students, they 
have been dem anding  things like control of courses studied, 
m ethods of learn ing  ancl teaching, m ethods of testing and  assess­
m ent, control of student ancl university governing bodies, control 
of discipline, and  so on.
W ith  w orkers’ control, though, the problem  is m ore complex 
ancl no t so clear-cut. T h is fact is acknow ledged in  a num ber of 
frequen t criticism s of the idea of w orkers’ control, considered as 
som ething new, as a new way of o rien ting  and  giving direction 
to industria l activity, ra th e r than  as som ething w hich is a new 
nam e for the old p a tte rn  of trade un io n  activity:
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1 That even il \o u  could achieve “w orkers’ co n tro l’’ on the 
job, over things like union  organisation rights, rights of entry, 
safety, hours of work, etc., you w ould still not be affecting workers 
(and the ir families) in basic areas of their lives. T h e ir  lives could 
still be struggles for survival under very difficult conditions.
2 T hat w orkers’ control dem ands would ignore the trad itional 
issues of the Left in  the unions — living standards, wages, condi­
tions, the penal powers, etc.
3 T h a t dem ands for workers' control can be “bought oft" b\ 
the bosses and  by parliam entarians, w ith things like “co-manage­
m ent" (of a triv ial k in d ) , profit sharing schemes, no-strike 
agreements, and  the like.
T h e  conclusion of all these argum ents could be th a t workers’ 
control, if it is any th ing  new at all, is a new deception for the 
workers’ m ovem ent, and  th a t it is a reform ist and no t a revolu­
tionary dem and. T h e  argum ents of this article, however, and  
the argum ent of those who genuinely believe the trade union  
m ovem ent is in a crisis and  needs new strategies, new forms of 
action, is tha t w orkers’ control can be a fram ew ork for activity 
which breaks ou t of the existing defensiveness of the trade un ion  
movement, and its p reoccupation  w ith wages an d  conditions 
(“econom ism ”) , and  th a t the new d irection can be (though need 
not necessarily be) a socialist and  revolutionary  one.
T o  m ake this clearer it is necessary to break dow n "w orkers’ 
con tro l’’ as a vague idea in to  three things: 1. A criticism of 
society (as ou tlined  ea rlie r); 2. A carefully p repared  set of 
dem ands; 8. A set of organisational principles.
T he th ird , the organisational principles, links w orkers’ control 
w ith the ideas of partic ipatory  democracy of the s tuden t m ove­
m en t’s rhetoric, and also w ith  the trad ition  in  A ustra lian  unionism  
of shop-committees. It also involves considerations of tactics like 
the validity of the strike weapon, and so on.
W hat distinguishes a reform ist approach to politics, and  a 
revolutionary one, ultim ately , is tha t the rad ica l o r revolutionary 
considers problem s like injustice and  poverty as p a rt of society 
as a whole, and  says th a t the w hole basis, or s truc tu re  of society 
needs changing, because the society is organised in  such a way 
tha t poverty, injustice, etc., are necessary an d  logical outcomes 
of the system, and  no t just accidental features. Reform ism , by 
contrast, says th a t injustice, and  so on, can be rem oved from  the 
existing system w ithou t fundam ental change. It follows from this 
that a revolutionary , in  practical politics, p u ttin g  forw ard proposals 
for reform  of society (because it would be foolish to p u t forw ard 
the dem and for socialism and  revolution when no-one wants or 
understands i t ) , can only distinguish him self by v irtue  of the
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reasons he gives (publicly) lor advocating one particu lar reform , 
01 dem and. Frequently  he will be placed in a position of agree­
m ent w ith, o r close agreem ent w ith, people w ith a qu ite  different 
view ol w hat’s w rong w ith society. In  this situation , then, you 
can only m ain ta in  any demands, w hether they are workers' control 
dem ands or traditionally  phrased dem ands, by giving different 
reasons lo r supporting  them, a different critique ol society.
In add ition , lo r clarity, a critical separation m ust be m ade 
between two sets ol workers' contro l dem ands —  those which 
are lim ited  to the job situation  itself and  those w hich m ore widely 
affect the worker's life and family T h e  first type of dem and 
was m en tioned  earlier, and includes m any of the dem ands which 
w ould figure in any log of claims prepared  by a m ore m ilitan t 
union, inc lud ing  election of forem en, and  so on. T h e  second 
type of dem and includes w ider social and  political issues, which 
m ust be raised by the workers’ organisations, otherw ise th e  real 
decisions affecting people in  society — to do w ith health , educa­
tion, housing, and how m uch work an d  w hat type of work you 
have to do, will rem ain untouched. U ltim ately, this means the 
abolishing of the usual trade union  d istinc tion  between industrial 
and political activity, which has served to prevent workers’ organi­
sations tackling the m ajor areas of vested pow er and  privilege 
in society.
T o  give a m ore concrete exam ple —  in an industry  like the 
vehicle b u ild in g  industry, workers are vitally involved in m aking 
(01 ra th e r supporting  the m aking) of m onopoly decisions about 
the types of cars being produced in  A ustralia, how safe they are, 
how "built-in  obsolescence" is m ain ta ined , how m any brands are 
being p roduced  of cars th a t are essentially the same, and  so on. 
As well as countless workers’ contro l dem ands for control ol 
conditions and  tim e spent on the job, and  w'ages, etc., a revolu­
tionary  w orkers’ control program  w ould have to concurrently 
raise the dem and th a t workers no longer comply in the m aking 
of unsafe, built-in  obsolescent, overpriced vehicles, and th a t they 
use th e ir industria l power to bring  abo u t "reform ” of this type. 
U ltim ately, however, reforms m ade w ith  this perspective, and 
com bining w ith  principles and  clear, statem ents about one's 
reasons for m aking these proposals, will become a mass m ovem ent 
aim ing a t the  abolition  of m onopoly, an d  the  control of society 
for the interests of a few', and  against the interests of the m ajority 
of the people. A socialist m ovem ent aim ed at the  overthrow  of 
capitalism , th a t is. T h e  people  m ust control the basic decision 
m aking processes in  A ustralia, and  the top  public servants, m ono­
polists an d  politicians who m ain ta in  pow er by m anipu la tion  and 
control of people, m ust be rem oved from  power.
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Stella NEW CONDITIONS 
Nord NEW DEMANDS
Some of tin' material in this article was presented to the 
Sydney Workers’ Control Conference but here the author, 
who has worked in industry and is currently an office w ork­
er. specifies the changing position of wom en as a permanent  
section of the ivork force and poses some questions for trade 
unions and others of the left.
T H E R E  WAS A T IM E , not so long ago, w hen most com m unists and 
socialists believed th a t a high rate ol em ploym ent of women could 
only happen  u n d er a socialist system, and th a t equality  had  been 
achieved th rough  equal pay, guaranteed em ploym ent for those who 
w'ant to w'ork, opportun ities to learn a trade or h igher education, 
and through the provision of pre-school and  after-school child 
care, paid m atern ity  leave and  a certain  level of com m unity services.
Now, however, the position has changed in  many capitalist coun­
tries where there has been a dram atic increase in the num ber of 
women workers and particu larly  in  the num ber of m arried  women 
workers. T h is  change in  the work force applies particu larly  to 
Australia.
W om en now represent m ore than  one-th ird  of the total work 
force. In  May 1966, according to the C om m onw ealth  Census, 
almost 40% of all women 15 years and over were w'orking. If allow ­
ance is m ade for full tim e students, m ore th an  50% of A ustralian 
women aged 15-59 years are w orking or tra in in g  for work. Of this 
work force, nearly a ha lf (48%) are m arried. T h is  is the most d ram a­
tic change. T h e  M elbourne Institu te  of Public Affairs states tha t 
in the twenty years 1947-1967, the num ber of m arried  women 
working has risen from  100,000 to over 700,000.
Postwar industria lisa tion  and  the developm ent of highly m echan­
ised and  au tom atic  p roduction  processes has greatly expanded the 
range of jobs for women, particu larly  in  the m anufactu ring  sections 
of industry. At the same time technological change dem ands that 
young people, form erly the ready supply of unskilled and semi­
skilled low paid  w'orkers, stay longer at school. 1  o fulfil labor 
requirem ents industry  has prom oted a m igration  program , bu t 
as this has probably  reached a peak, the only possible avenue left 
is to encourage increasing sections of m arried  wom en to jo in  the 
work force.
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W hat is the significance of all this for the forces seeking radical 
( hangc and socialism? Does this influx of women in to  the work 
force weaken the trade union m ovem ent, or can it be a source ol 
strength  for the unions and all the forces w orking for social change? 
T h e  circum stances of working class women, when I-enin spoke ol 
them  as the greatest reserve of the w orking class, were those ol 
drudgery, few had the right to vote, and those actually in the 
work force were sm all in num ber. In the present industria l societs 
sheer physical strength  is less im p o rtan t although “women's work" 
is qu ite  often m enial, repetitive and unskilled. W om en ate not, 
however, called on to be drudges. L abor saving devices have cut 
down 011 heavy household chores, the vote has long been universal 
so th a t w om en’s votes have considerable influence in  determ ining 
the results of parliam entary  elections. As a th ird  of the work force 
em ployed in  most spheres of industry  and  commerce, in govern­
m ent and  private enterprise service industries, and in  professional 
occupations, they are an  essential com ponent of A ustralia’s economy 
and  can no m ore be done w ithout than  the rest of the work force.
It is possible for women to respond to the needs of the labor 
m arket not only because m odern techniques of hom e care and 
m arketing are available to them, bu t because of the trends of 
earlier m arriage, sm aller families (again in  part due to scientific 
developm ents), and earlier com pletion of child  bearing. W hile 
some problem s have been solved, m ore will have to be faced and 
solved if a greater p roportion  of women are to be m ain tained  in 
the work force. W om en w ith large fam ilies find it very difficult 
to carry the bu rden  of two jobs. M any others w ith young children, 
w here they are no t forced by econom ic factors into w orking to 
provide housing an d  other necessities, rem ain  at home because 
of the shortage of proper pre-school facilities, and  the lack of 
part-tim e w orking opportun ities to enable them  to com bine satis­
factorily, the roles of worker, m other, wife.
U ntil recently the age g roup  over 45 years seemed too old for 
employers to consider, bu t now there is grow ing realisation that 
such women will often work for a considerable num ber of years 
and the fact th a t they will not have the ir work in te rru p ted  by preg­
nancies or sick children , is seen as an advantage. B ut these women 
have to be encouraged out of their homes. O ften their homes were 
bought before land  prices were in flated ; they have their fu rn itu re  
and th e ir ch ildren  are off th e ir hands. T h e ir  trad ition  was to 
work only u n til  m arriage. If they worked at all, after m arriage, 
it was on a tem porary basis as d u ring  W orld  W ar II. I t is on 
women in  this section tha t m any school com m ittees, w om en’s organ­
isations and  charities depend  for fund  raising and  o ther activities. 
These organisations are now being seriously affected as few replace­
m ents appear to take the place of a generation  of women who will
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be the last ol the ir kind — those who m ade home duties their 
life’s work.
A growing num ber ol m ainly younger women now see their em ­
ploym ent as a perm anen t condition, perhaps a necessity, often a 
burden  bu t perm anent nevertheless. U nlike the first wave of post­
w ar Women workers who sought em ploym ent, tem porarily, to 
provide for a particu la r family need, they realise th a t two incomes 
are necessary to provide a home, a standard  of living, and  savings 
for those periods when they have babies. C hild-bearing is a tem por­
ary in te rrup tion  an d  work is resumed if and when suitable arrange­
m ents are m ade for the care of the children.
It is accepted then tha t most women go to work because they 
need the money, as m en do. Rents or hom e repaym ents are seldom 
less than half the State basic wages or the Federal m in im um  wage 
(all under $40). R efrigerators, washing machines, T .V . and the 
m otor car are now considered essentials in  many families. I t  is 
less than an answer to appeal to women in 1970 to m ake do w ith 
one wage, an ice chest, a wash board, a crystal rad io  and a push 
bike. And just as those innovations of ano ther period d id  not bour- 
geoisify the w orking class neither do today’s essentials make the 
w orking class, magically, m iddle class. T h e  car, an enorm ous 
d ra in  on family income, is a very real need where public  transport 
is inadequate and w here in lla ted  land prices have forced workers 
to live far away from  their work place. A nd presum ably, the only 
way to get the benefit of the super-m arket specials is to have a car 
to carry the stuff home.
W idespread higher education  for children and  young adults are 
new expenses w hich are requ ired  to be met in the technological 
age. In one sense the wage of the w orking m other replaces the 
wage contribu tions ol ch ildren  who, not so long ago, were expected 
to contribu te  to earnings once they reached 14 years of age. Just 
as the earnings of fathers and children did  not m ean affluence, so 
in today’s conditions, even the two income family tends to just 
get by.
As one th ird  of the decisive force for radical change and social­
ism, and w ith the same po ten tia l for industria l and  political action 
against m onopoly capitalism  as have o ther workers, wom en workers 
are now m uch m ore than  reserves of the w orking class. However 
the realization of this po ten tia l will depend on all forces of the left, 
and particu larly  the left in  the trade unions w ith its m ilitan t 
industria l and political experience. Only 4 of every 10 women 
workers belong to trade unions so the first im p o rtan t stage for 
the ir working class education  is to plan attractive and  convincing 
“jo in  your u n io n ” cam paigns.
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Becoming ;i wage earner does not autom atically  make a women 
convinced of the need to jo in  a trade union, or even to become 
aware of her explo itation  by the m onopoly owners of production. 
T h is awareness has to be engendered by the political and class 
conscious lorces in the trade unions. T h e  involvem ent of women 
workers in actions lor their needs is the best environm ent for their 
class conscious developm ent. Education th rough struggle is far 
m ore convincing than  all the best w ritten  propaganda and speeches. 
Many women workers do not even know w hat a un ion  is for, where 
to go to jo in , their award rights, how a un ion  functions, and so on. 
Some women believe that basic wage increases every year are 
gran ted  by the courts ?nd the governm ent, and the unions carry 
ou t the orders of the courts. O ther wom en conclude that if unions 
are not do ing  anyth ing  about the ir particu la r problem s, there’s 
110 po in t in paying union fees. O ther wom en who are members 
of trade unions whose leaderships are ideologically opposed to 
m ilitan t action, or are indifferent to the ir needs, see these trade 
unions as p a rt of the Establishm ent and  some are afraid  of jo in ing 
a union  in case the boss finds out and  victim isation follows. M any 
women, unorganised and left alone to fight their own battles 
against the boss, have accepted the an ti-un ion  propaganda of the 
m onopolies and the daily press.
T h e  question is who is going to w in the support of working 
women? I he employers who blam e h igh prices on wage increases 
and equal pay, and who say tha t com m unists and  o ther m ilitants 
in the unions are there to  stir up  trouble  and  provoke useless 
strikes, or the left which can only w in the support of w orking 
women lor progressive policies if they vigorously cam paign for their 
needs, and assist them  assert their rights in industry, trade unions 
and  society? In this regard, the politically  advanced women in  all 
sections of the left (workers and  students) can give valuable assistance 
to w orking women by convincing the organisations they belong to 
(trade un ion , women and  studen t organisations) to take up  these 
issues of concern to w orking women.
W here some unions w ith m ilitan t leaderships have encouraged 
women to take action to get some dem and, experiences show tha t 
women will respond —  enthusiastically. T h ere  is the exam ple of 
m embers of the L iquor T rades U nion  w ho in  1967 w ent on strike 
for equal pay. T h e  strong support of m any m en workers gave 
the women m uch encouragem ent. In  some cases the m ilitancy of 
m any wom en encouraged some less-m ilitant m ale workers to sup­
port the strike. T h is action won equal pay long before any a rb itra ­
tion court hearings.
T h is  year when the same U nion held  a stop work m eeting to 
protest against the actions of some big retailers who had  employed
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non-union labor to do the work of men and  wom en restau ran t 
workers on strike against the penal powers, over 500 (mostly women) 
packed the Sydney lower T ow n Hall. T h e ir  action b rough t quick 
agreem ent by the retailers to the u n io n ’s dem ands.
O ther good exam ples may be l'ound in the w ork of the T eachers’ 
Federation w ith its orig inal and up-to-date dem ocratic organisa­
tional forms and  publicity  which has encouraged so m any teachers 
(especially women) to jo in  in  a successful cam paign for equal pay 
and  now for better w orking conditions and  h igher educational 
standards. T h e  Sheet M etal W orkers’ U nion and  others have also 
set out to encourage th e ir  women members to take m ilitan t action 
for equal pay and b etter w'orking conditions.
Most m ilitan t actions involving women workers have taken place 
d u ring  w orking hours, on and off the work-places. Experiences show 
tha t women workers do no t readily respond to m eetings called 
after work. Fam ily responsibilities after w ork p ro h ib it m any women 
from  going ou t again, besides the physical stra in  of w orking all 
day and  doing househould  duties after work leaves little  tim e or 
energy for meetings. I t  should  be obvious then  th a t the involvem ent 
of w orking women in un io n  campaigns has to be p lanned  at job  
level, and for job  level action.
T h e  dem ands a round  w hich women workers can be organised 
arise out of the conditions in  which they find themselves. M any 
w orking m others w ith  pre-school and  school age ch ildren  find it 
almost impossible to  arrange suitable pre-school an d  after-school 
care for the ir children. W here suitable places are available, they 
are often too expensive for w orking class families, and  especially 
if there is m ore th an  one child  to be cared for. T h is problem  has 
been almost ignored by governm ents and employers, except for 
periodical m ention  at em ployers’ conferences. I t is a m atter of 
concern tha t as yet very few trade unions regard this problem  
of the w orking m other seriously either.
In an article “ ‘G etting  W ith ’ the W orking W om en” (T r ib u n e , 
A ugust 13, 1969), Alice H ughes (State Secretary U nion  of A ustralian 
W om en) points ou t th a t m any countries in  E urope, N o rth  America 
and  L atin  Am erica are far m ore advanced in  the ir provision of 
child  care facilities th an  is A ustralia, and one W'ould th in k  tha t 
we were living in  a backw ard p a rt of the w orld instead of a country, 
th a t by w orld standards, is one of the most affluent. She also 
states tha t in 1966, of all children in  A ustralia betw een the age 
of 3-5 years, only one in  twelve (a total less th an  60,000) attended  
pre-school centres, and  even the m ajority  of these are short-hour 
centres and of very little  assistance to w orking m others. T h e  m o n th ­
ly bu lle tin  of a local C om m unist Party  B ranch stated th a t th irteen
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thousand under-fivcs in the N orth  Sydney area have to com pete 
lor 200 k indergarten  places. T h e  lack of child-care facilities is not 
tlie only issue. Paid m aternity  leave, com passionate leave to look 
after the ir sick children, shopping time, are rare exceptions in 
awards an d  agreem ents covering the em ploym ent of working 
m others.
W hen it comes to wages women workers make up the biggest 
section of the lower paid workers. Most are paid  only 75% ol the 
m ale wage, and large num bers of them  are em ployed in unskilled 
and semi-skilled jobs. Even if they d id  get equal pay, women in 
these jobs would still come w ithin the category of low paid  workers. 
M any women workers are barred  from  skilled occupations ancl, 
therefore, h igher pay m ainly because opportun ities for education 
and  tra in in g  have been lim ited and because of ou tdated  social and 
econom ic prejudices ancl fears, m any trade unions have not taken 
steps to  assist women to assert the ir rig h t to appren ticesh ip  training.
M igrant women are am ong those who w'ork in  the lowest of all 
low paid  jobs, ancl often u n d er conditions tha t would not be to ler­
ated  by most A ustralian  workers. A h igh  p roportion  of these women 
do no t understand  English, and trade un ion  leaflets and publicity 
do not help  them. Few unions have m igran t organisers, ancl very 
lew unions have m aterial translated  in to  o ther languages. For the 
m igrant w om an worker, especially w ith  a large family, w orking full 
time, travelling long distances to work and  back, ancl w ith language 
difficulties, life can be very burdensom e. Ways m ust be found to 
assist these inexperienced ancl unorganised  women.
T h e  recent equal pay judgm ent ancl its very lim ited  application  
of equal pay to so few women shows the need for w idespread ancl 
consistent m ilitan t action if women are ever going to achieve equal 
pay. S horter w orking hours, a living wage, pre-school and  after 
school needs, paid  m atern ity  leave, re-tra in ing  program s, tax  allow­
ances for household assistance, apprenticeships, suitable em ploy­
m ent for w’om en graduates, equal pay and  equal o pportun ity  in 
em ploym ent — all these are urgen t issues for women workers, and 
are the ones th a t the unions should be taking u p  on the ir behalf. 
D uring  the course of organising w om en in  support of these, the 
ideas of w orkers’ contro l should be advanced.
It is on these questions tha t the left, especially in  the trade unions, 
should  come forw ard in  defence of the rights of w orking women. 
Any organisation, w hether trade un ion , w om en’s o r political, which 
claims to function in the interests of the w orking class, unless it 
orientates its work to include activities in  support of the needs 
of w orking women —  especially young wom en —  will become div­
orced from  the great social and  econom ic problem s of our times.
6-1
Roger CARR, STALIN 
Coates AND TROTSKY
T he  first part of this essay appeared in A L R  N o. 4,1969.
T here  are several significant political causes dealt w ith  by Carr: the 
Bolshevik m onopoly of power, the un ity  of party  an d  state, state 
and  party  cen tralisation , the curta ilm ent of free inner-Party  debate, 
the problem  of state an d  party  bureaucracy and  the use of force in 
solving the national problem s of the R ussian Em pire. I t is only 
possible to deal w ith each of these briefly. T h e  Bolshevik m onopoly 
of pow er d id  no t happen  autom atically. A t the tim e of the O ctober 
coup  against the provisional governm ent several Bolshevik commis­
sars and  the pow erful railways un io n  insisted on the form ation  of 
a coalition governm ent. B ut this collapsed in  M arch 1918 when 
the left social-revolutionary g roup  in  the governm ent opposed the 
Brest-Litovsk treaty. T h e  non-Bolshevik parties were never sup­
pressed as such, b u t after 1921 the ir activities were invariably 
declared counter-revolutionary and  they were unab le  to operate 
openly. As a result all m eaningful political debate tended  to  be 
increasingly confined to  the Bolshevik party; and  w hen political 
tensions rose as in  1921 and  1923 the party  came to  the verge of 
a split.24
T h e  character of the revolutionary  regim e w ith  a Bolshevik 
m onopoly of political pow er led to an increasingly great overlap 
between party  and  state. I t  became m ore and  m ore difficult to 
distinguish betw een party  and  state: to all in ten ts  an d  purposes 
they became one.
In  this set-up the party  came to  dom inate  the state and  in  any 
dispute the party  was the final arbiter. D isputes in  and  between 
state bodies were carried  over in to  the party  an d  became the 
possible basis of factional struggles in  the party. In  C arr’s words, 
“I t was becom ing m ore an d  m ore difficult to  d istinguish  between 
disloyalty to the party  and  treason to  the state.”25 In  b o th  spheres
—  party and state —  greater centralisation became the m ain  feature. 
T h e  Bolsheviks had  always had  a trad ition  of secrecy and  discipline 
and  the special position  of the party, and, perhaps, the  political 
experience of the R ussian workers, hardened  the process after 1917. 
T h e  centre of the  party  shifted  from  the central com m ittee to  the 
politburo . At the  ten th  congress in  1921 the cen tral com m ittee 
acquired the power to  expel m em bers of the central com m ittee by a
24 Carr, T h e  Bolshevik R evo lu tion , vol i, pp. 184-7.
25 Ibid., p . 212.
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two-thirds m ajority. A fter the congress the central com m ittee met 
less often; the three incum ben t secretaries were all replaced. At 
the eleventh congress in  M arch 1922 a new secretariat was elected, 
this tim e w ith  a general secretary —  S talin .28 T h e  centralisation 
in  the party  was m atched by a sim ilar process in  the state. H ere 
the concentration occurred earlier th an  in  the party. Sovnarkom 
an d  the executive com m ittee of the Congress of Soviets governed 
by v irtue  of an au tho rity  derived from  the All-Russian Congress of 
Soviets, bu t very rap id ly  Sovnarkom  assum ed the sovereign position 
in  the state. A t the same tim e a concen tration  of au thority  at the 
centre a t the  expense of local soviets and  congresses of soviets occur­
red. T h e  net effect of this cen tralisation  was m ore and  m ore to 
restrict pow er struggles to a few people, m ainly the po litburo , and 
m ade i t  difficult to  appeal to a w ider audience if the small circle 
decided against it.
Associated w ith these features of the political system there was 
a grow ing tendency to circum scribe real debate and  proscribe 
}>olitical opposition  from  any quarter. T h is  d id  no t occur at once. 
Initially, in  the  im m ediate post-revolutionary period, there was a 
|>eriod of unfe ttered  discussion and  controversy. T h e  rise of strong 
opposition, particu larly  the left com m unists, and  the civil war 
crisis, produced  dem ands for the strictest centralism  and  the severest 
discipline, b u t in  1920 and 1921 fu rth e r opposition came from  th t  
“decem brists” and  the “workers’ opposition”. T h e  resu lt was Uit 
decision on  u n ity  a t the  ten th  congress w hich banned  factions and 
groupings. D issem ination of the  ideas of the “workers’ opposition” 
was declared to  be incom patib le w ith  the m em bership  of the Russian 
C om m unist Party. H enceforth  the criticism  of individuals o r even 
of groups w ould be tolerated, b u t the opposition  m ust no t organise. 
In  1921 and  1922 disciplinary action  becam e m ore common.
In  A ugust 1921 L en in  ju s t failed to  Jrave Shlyapnikov expelled 
from  the party  for his oppositional activities. Shlyapnikov was a 
long-time Bolshevik, a w orker by origin, first commissar of labor 
in the Soviet governm ent and  a leader of the “w orkers’ opposition”. 
Early in  Jan u a ry  1922 a discussion c lub  form ed in  Moscow was 
dissolved on the in itia tive of the cen tral control commission which 
had been set u p  in  Septem ber 1920, orig inally  as a sort of om buds­
m an, only to  tu rn  in to  a body to  enforce the au tho rity  of the party. 
A mass purge of the m em bership was undertaken . M ost striking 
of all, perhaps, was the connection w hich was quickly established 
betw een the  control commission of the party  and  the G PU  (the 
political police). C arr notes th a t the p a rty  had established a 
m onopoly of pow er in  the state; now  the state had  begun to control 
the party .27 A t the tw elfth  party  congress in  1923 these develop-
26 Ibid., pp . 183-213. 27 Ibid.
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m e n u  came u n d er attack; several speakers criticised the growing 
bureaucratism , p articu larly  the  account and d is tribu tion  section of 
the central com m ittee, w hich kept account of the p a rty ’s m anpow er 
and  supervised its d istribu tion .
T h e  problem  of bureaucratism  in  the party  and  the state came 
to centre around  R ab k rin  —  the W orkers’ and  Peasants’ Inspection 
—- whose commissar was Stalin. T h is  departm en t in  1920 had  
superseded an earlier one of state control. In  L en in ’s view it was 
to  lead the fight against bureaucratism  and  co rru p tio n  in  Soviet 
institu tions th ro u g h  workers and peasants elected for short periods 
by the same constituents w ho elected the delegates to Soviets. I t 
was to  serve as a form  of d irect democracy. L en in  con tinued  to 
defend R abkrin  against grow ing accusation of in terfering , inef­
ficiency, incom petence and  bureaucratism , u n til the last few m onths 
of his active w orking life. Am ong his last articles, however, were 
two which called for a drastic  reform  of R ab k rin  to overcome its 
g laring  inadequacies.28
Finally, an o th e r po litical cause of the differences w hich led to 
the struggle at the end  of 1923 was the use of force to  deal w ith 
the national question. A gain th is was an issue on w hich Lenm  
had  backed Stalin, as the responsible m an, only to become alarm ea 
and, while he lay sick, to call for S talin’s rem oval from  office. Sub­
sequently to the revolu tion  and  the civil w ar G eorgia had  been a 
British-sponsored repub lic  under a M enshevik governm ent; early in
1921 the R ed  Arm y h ad  invaded Georgia and  a Soviet G overnm ent 
had  been established. L enin  had  been p repared  to  consider a 
coalition governm ent, b u t the chief M ensheviks h ad  fled to  Paris. 
Because of the extrem ely variegated ethnic character of the whole 
of T ranscaucasia, the Bolsheviks sought to  establish a single federal 
republic  on the R ussian m odel. T h is policy was resisted by the 
G eorgian Bolshevik leaders, b u t they were overruled  by O rjonihidze; 
the Georgian party  leaders were rem oved and  ordered  to  Moscow. 
Eventually at the end of 1922 the invalid-Lenin dicta ted  a m em or­
andum  on the issue w hich censured O rjonihidze, Dzerzhinsky (who 
had  investigated only to  exonerate the central leadership  from  any 
misdeeds) and  Stalin. L enin  urged T ro tsky  to  speak u p  on the 
question at the tw elfth  Congress.29 T h e  fact th a t T ro tsky  did not 
respond to L en in ’s u rg ing  b u t left B ukharin  to  take u p  the cudgels 
for the G eorgians emphasises the im portance of the personal elem ent 
in  the causal sequence leading to  the factional struggle.
L enin realised the im portance of this elem ent of personal con­
flict. In  his “L etter to  the  Congress’’ —  a m em orandum  in  which
28 Ibid., pp. 225-228.
29 Ibid., pp. 339-350, 393-398. T h e  Interregnum , pp. 260-6, pp . 273-4, 280-3.
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he expressed from  his sickbed his fears abou t a personal clasli am ong 
the leaders in  his absence — he clearly delineated S talin  and  Trotsky 
as the  m ain  protagonists. As p a rt of his proposals to prevent a 
sp lit he called for Stalin 's dem otion from  the office of general 
secretary an d  added th a t a lthough  it may be a trifle, from  the 
p o in t of view of the relations of S talin  and  T rotsky it was not a 
trifle, “or it  is such a trifle as may acquire a decisive significance.”110 
In  the event L en in ’s advice was no t followed. At one po in t in  his 
discussion of the characters of the  p rinc ipa l figures C arr sums u p  
his views on the role of personality in  Soviet history in  the nineteen- 
twenties; they form  “a m ino r p a rt of the story . . . T h e  struggle 
between policies and  the struggle for pow er between individual 
leaders were bo th  real. B ut they proceeded independently  and  on 
different p lanes.”31 T h e  crucial aspect was T ro tsky ’s personal isola­
tion in  the po litburo . H e h ad  only become a Bolshevik in  Ju ly  1917 
and  he owed his position  to his own ab ilities and to  L en in ’s recogni­
tion of his un ique  capacities as a revolu tionary  and  th inker of 
brilliance. W ith  L enin  w ithdraw n from  active partic ipa tion  in  the 
leadership, T ro tsky  was throw n back on his own resources. M any 
“o ld  Bolsheviks” regarded him  w ith suspicion because of his non- 
Bolshevik past; some feared his em ergence as a B onaparte; of all 
the Bolshevik leaders he seemed the m ost likely to  fill this role. 
There were long-standing differences betw een T rotsky and Zinoviev, 
apparen tly  the most likely candidate for the succession. In  these 
circum stances a trium virate  of Zinoviev, K am enev and  Stalin form ed 
inside the po litbu ro , T ro tsky  at first accepted the situation, and  he 
d id  n o th ing  at the tw elfth congress to force the issues w hich had 
w orried Lenin . B u t to  a considerable ex ten t T ro tsky’s freedom  of 
action was circum scribed by the resilience of the trium virate  in  
iollow ing L en in ’s in junctions. S talin ’s g reat political skill in  m eet­
ing L en in ’s criticisms played the m ajor p a rt in  avoiding an  open 
breach. However, given T ro tsky’s personality, the breach h ad  to 
come. T h e  im m ediate cause was the w orsening of the scissors 
crisis. O n O ctober 8 1923, T rotsky addressed a le tte r to the central 
com m ittee in  w hich he indicted  the po litb u ro  policy on two counts: 
a) the radically  incorrect and  unhealthy  regim e w ith in  the party; 
and  b) the dissatisfaction of the workers and  peasants w ith the 
grievous econom ic situation , w hich h ad  been b rough t about as the 
result no t only of objective difficulties b u t because of flagrant 
errors of econom ic policy. T his, and the p latform  of the 46, which 
followed a week later, p u t the fa t in  the  fire.32 From  O ctober 1923 
un til Jan u ary  1924 an  intense debate took place; it  ended w ith  the 
defeat of the opposition, a lthough the m ajo rity  had  m ade consider­
able concessions in  the process.
30 Ib id ., p . 263. 31 Carr, Socialism in One C ountry, vol. i, pp . 138-9.
32 Carr, T h e  In terregnum , pp . 105-6.
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Tw o m ajor points rem ain; bo th  raise the issue of “accident” or 
“chance” in  history. T h e  first is the effect of L en in ’s illness in
1922 and his grow ing incapacity u n til in  M arch 1923 he became 
m oribund  (he finally d ied  in  Jan u ary  1924); the second, Trotsky 's 
illness in  late O ctober 1923 w hich kept h im  from  a very active part 
in  the struggle. T h e  first is relevant to  the causes of the split; the 
second has m ore to do w ith  the outcome. L en in ’s illness is indeed 
a m ajor point. R eferring  to the contrary trends in  the party, C arr 
says: “So long as L en in  firmly held  the reins, the tw o forces could 
be reconciled and  ru n  in  double harness.”33 T o  a rem arkable  degree 
Lenin  expressed in  equal m easure the opposing tendencies; “w estern” 
and “eastern”, in te llec tual and  practical, dem ocratic and  centralis­
ing. He was equally  a t hom e in  the party  and  the state. H e had 
an ou tstand ing  political capacity for keeping fa ith  w ith  princip le 
while adap ting  to  necessities. T h ro u g h  all this he m ain ta ined  the 
confidence and  goodw ill of the Bolsheviks of all tendencies. H is 
im portance can perhaps best be gauged by the influence he had  on 
T ro tsky’s fortunes. L en in  and  T rotsky together were irresistible; 
T ro tsky  on his own, w hile often right, could no t establish his leader­
ship. Analogous situations give us no help  in  p red ic ting  a different 
outcom e if L enin  h ad  no t been incapacitated. All we can say is 
th a t this "acciden t” certain ly  had  a causal effect on the split.
I t  is necessary, finally, to  m ake some estim ate of C a rr’s success 
in  wTriting  history along the lines of his ideas on historical causation. 
A t one po in t C arr says, “given the com position of the party  and the 
tu rb u len t conditions in to  w hich it  was p lunged  w ith in  a few 
m onths of its revolu tionary  trium ph , its evolution was inevitable. 
In  the struggle la ten t in  the term  “dem ocratic centralism ’” —  the 
struggle betw een the flow of au tho rity  from  the periphery  to  the 
centre and the im position  of discipline by the centre on the peri­
phery, between dem ocracy and  efficiency —  the second was b ound  
to emerge as the p red o m in an t factor.”34 Elsewhere C arr excuses 
him self for the use of the “naugh ty” word b u t he does seem here 
to be arguing th a t the course of events was inevitable: they were 
bound  to happen , p redeterm ined  by the existence of certain  condi­
tions. G enerally he seems to argue th a t certa in  causes were so over­
w helm ing in  Soviet history between 1917 and  1924 th a t a split was 
inevitable and  the vo lun tary  aspects were of less significance th an  he 
suggests in  W hat is H istory?35 As has already been stated C arr’s 
endeavours to  set o u t causes are no t as neatly  executed as would 
perhaps be expected from  the emphasis he pu ts on the im portance 
of the h istorian  uncovering causes in  history. H is use of exp lana­
3S Carr, The Bolshevik R evo lu tion , vol. i, p. 192.
34 Carr, T he Bolshevik R evo lu tion , vol. i, pp . 191-2.
35 See pp. 2-3.
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tion  hypothesis is rarely evident; one case is the use of R obert 
M ichels’ ideas on the role of oligarchy in  expla in ing  the centralisa­
tion  of power: “All organised political parties — and  particularly  
parties represen ting  the masses, where the rank  and file is widely 
separated  from  the leaders by the in tellectual and technical qu a li­
fications requ ired  for leadership —  have tended, however dem o­
cratic the principles on which they rest, to  develop in the direction 
of a closed oligarchy of leaders.”36 B ut such attem pts at explicit 
hypotheses are rare.
I t  is m ade explicit at one p o in t th a t C arr does no t rate personality, 
in  the context of the re la tion  of in te rp re ta tio n  of causes, of m uch 
significance. H e acknowledges it plays a part, albeit m inor, bu t 
it is in  tu n e  w ith  his in te rp re ta tio n  w hich is tha t historical, social 
and  econom ic causes are the m ain  ones. T h is  is his cognitive and 
causal o rien ta tion  to reality. W hile it  is no t strongly explicit, it 
is p retty  p la in  from  the m arshalling  of facts and the fram ework 
in to  w hich they are placed. In  the h ierarchy of causes C arr attaches 
greatest significance to  the historical, the  social and  the economic. 
T h e  ra tio n a lity  opera ting  beh ind  this is th a t C arr sees the Bolshevik 
revolution  as p a rt of a w orld revolu tion  and  he is interested in  these 
causes because of the ir possible general significance.
H ow  far is he successful in  re la ting  the causes to each other and 
rank ing  the causes, in  o rder of im portance and h ittin g  on an 
“ultim ate  cause”? C arr certainly suggests a m ultip lic ity  of causes 
b u t it is no t m ade very clear how he assesses them . T h e  stress is 
on the historical, social and econom ic b u t it is ra th e r difficult to 
judge w hich of them  is regarded as m ost im portan t. T h e  essay 
the “Legacy of H istory” suggests th a t he m ight th ink  the historical 
causes are of greatest im portance: the historic backwardness of 
Russia, the western-eastern division, the  large historic-cultural gulf 
in  society, b u t one cannot be absolutely sure. H e does m ake a 
specific reference to  the “scissors crisis” —  an  economic cause — as 
the im m ediate cause, b u t the im m ediate cause is no t the “u ltim ate” 
cause.
C arr certain ly  sticks to  his in junction  no t to indulge in the might- 
have-beens of history. H e does keep pre tty  closely to w hat h ap ­
pened and  he rarely  attem pts w hat C ollingw ood insists is the essence 
of history —  trying to get at the th ough t lying beh ind  the events; 
at least he avoids any im aginative speculations in  contrast to Isaac 
Deutscher, w ho in  his biographies of S talin  and  T ro tsky  (more espe­
cially the la tte r) resorts to  this m ethod  successfully.37
36 Carr, T h e  Bolshevik R evolution , vol. i, p. 185.
37 Isaac Deutscher, Stalin a political biography (London, 1961), passim; Isaac 
D eutscher, T h e  Prophet Unarmed, 1921-1929 (London, 1959), passim.
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“Accidents” are no t trea ted  as of high im portance. C arr doesn’t 
try to make m uch of L en in ’s illness, which had  its causes; no r does 
he a ttach  m uch significance to  its causal sequence an d  how  it af­
fected the sequence w hich he considers of p rim ary  concern. T h is 
is in  line w ith  his ideas on accident. C arr is reasonably successful 
in  w riting  history in  the way he advocates b u t his failures emphasise 
the  difficulties of m ethod  in  history. I t  is som ewhat m ore difficult 
in  practice to  w rite history according to a m odel th an  m ight be 
expected from  an in itia l statem ent of the model.
In  fact, the h isto rian  w rites history as it  presents itself to  him . 
If the causes are clearly discernible they are usually m ade fairly 
explicit; otherwise the causes may lie h idden  w ith in  the history 
itself un til, perhaps, a b e tte r h istorian  is able to  clarify w hat has 
h ith erto  rem ained obscure. In  this respect history is no t m uch 
d ifferent from  any o ther b ranch  of knowledge, a lthough  the p ro b ­
lems of historical causation have the ir own ind iv idual nature .
P R E P A R A T IO N  OF C O M M U N IST  PA R T Y  PR O G R A M
Strategies for socialism are up  for discussion. T o  one degree or 
ano ther everyone on the left is concerned to develop a strategy for 
social change, to find the answers to the com plex problem s of 
revolution in  m odern society.
In  this respect a very im p o rtan t issue for the next Congress of 
the C om m unist Party , scheduled for Ju n e  1970, is the d rafting  of a 
new program . T h e  N ational Com m ittee w ill present a d ra ft for 
discussion from  its m eeting  in  December.
An outline of theses w hich serve as a basis for draw ing u p  such 
a program  was p roduced  in  May, and views of readers of A L R  on 
all the issues involved, w ill be welcome.
T h e  outline was pub lished  in  Tribune  of Septem ber 24, and  copies 
are available on app lica tion  to  the CPA.
All ideas will be carefully considered in  p rep arin g  the d raft of 
the program , which will then  be open for party  and  pub lic  discus­
sion and debate up  till and  d u rin g  the Congress.
Views should  be subm itted  in  w riting  to  L aurie  Aarons, N ational 
Secretary, C om m unist Party  of A ustralia, 168 Day St., Sydney 2000.
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THE WRITER IN 
AUSTRALIA: A collection of 
Literary Documents, 1856-1965, 
John Barnes Ed.
Oxford University Press,
336pp., $5.00 (paperback).
AL I H O U G H  T H IS  is by no m eans a 
cheap book it joins the growing col­
lection of invaluable publications in 
the field of A ustralian lite ra tu re  p ro ­
duced by O xford University Press. Two 
earlier volumes, Australian Literary  
Criticism  edited by G raham e Johnston 
and Tw entie th  Century Australian L i t ­
erary Criticism  edited by Clem ent 
Semmler began w hat is undoubtedly 
one of the  most im portan t publishing 
ventures a t present under way in  Aus­
tralia. T hese books, together w ith the 
m onograph series “A ustralian W riters 
and their W ork", also published by 
OUP, b ring  together m uch of the best 
th a t has been thought and said about 
Australian lite ra tu re  since its very b e ­
ginnings.
As the title  of this p a rticu lar an th o l­
ogy implies, M r. Barnes’ m ain  concern 
was to b rin g  together various essays all 
of which have some bearing or com ­
m ent on the role of the w riter who 
linds him self in a peculiarly  Australian 
environm ent. Frederick Sinnett, w rit­
ing in  1856 was in  the uniquely  fo rtu n ­
ate position of being able to comment 
on A ustralian lite ra tu re  alm ost before 
there  was any such lite ra tu re  to com ­
m ent upon. A nd yet this Fiction Fields 
of Australia, the  first piece in this 
anthology, m ade m any points which 
were to be re itera ted  th roughou t the 
ensuing century. T h e  sp irit of Sinnett’s 
belief, for instance, th a t “most Aus­
tralian  stories are too A ustralian" is 
alm ost directly  answered in the extract
from Vincent Buckley's Essays in 
Poetry, M ainly Australian  published 
in 1957, where Buckley sees Christopher 
Brennan as “the first genuinely unself­
conscious” A ustralian writer.
O ther essays included are of more 
specific application  and interest. A. (., 
Stephens’ book, Chris: Brennan , o rig i­
nally published in  1933 is here a t last 
restored to p rin t. It was the first book 
on B rennan to be published and has 
been followed by three  others together 
w ith innum erable articles, and yet still 
retains th a t vigorous and fresh outlook 
w hich typified almost all of Stephens' 
writing. H e obviously did no t m uch 
like B rennan’s verse, though  he is 
ra th e r cagey about saying so. H e in ­
terestingly places him  as a w riter “in 
the rank  of cosm opolitan com m entators 
such as Gosse, Saintsbury, Symons", 
and  perhaps even m ore interestingly 
(even if yet w ider of the  m ark) de ­
clares th a t B rennan 's m ajor fau lt was 
th a t he “wrote by eye m ore th an  by 
ear, and  (for reasons too m any to ex­
p lain  here) the best poetry in  all 
languages is w ritten  by ear for an 
ear.” Only A. G. Stephens among 
A ustralian writers w ould be audacious 
enough to try  and get away w ith an 
argum ent like th a t and  Mr. Barnes 
pays hom age to this audaciousness (and 
to the  astute intelligence which lay 
beh ind  it) by m aking Stephens the 
key figure in this anthology; and by 
including not just the Brennan  book, 
b u t a series of essays on Lawson, the 
Instroduction  to The B ulle tin  Story 
Book, some of the Furphy-Stephens 
correspondence and even Victor Daley’s 
m erry  satire on AGS and his disciples, 
"Narcissus and Some Tadpoles.” T he 
m ain  p o in t about Stephens is th a t not 
only does he write abou t m ajor writers 
b u t th a t he  is a m ajor w riter himself. 
W ould it be too m uch to hope that 
an offering such as Mr. Barnes gives 
us will spur some enterprising  p u b ­
lisher on  to give us a collected AGS? 
Such a book m ust be the  most needed 
volum e in the  whole field of Aust­
ra lian  lite ra tu re .
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Vet another virtue of this anthology 
is th a t the ed ito r has not restricted his 
choice to the obvious classics of-A ust ­
ralian literary discussion and debate. 
Even in the section covering the 
earliest years of our lite ra tu re  lie has 
been able to uncover the unexpected. 
An essay such as Thom as H eney’s re ­
view of an anthology of A ustralian 
\ erse edited by Douglas Sladen in 
1888 surprises by the force of its 
argum ent against literary  nationalism  
and by its constant insistence that 
Australian literatu re  m ust be seen in 
the  context of lite ra tu re  as a whole, 
and not just as a peculiarly  A ustralian 
phenom enon having peculiarly  A ust­
ra lian  standards. H enev wrote:
'T h ere  is beginning to grow up  
amongst certain  circles of critics and 
writers a sort of im plied  and tacit 
agreement th a t m uch ought to be for­
given a m an or wom an who writes 
upon A ustralian subjects from Aust­
ra lian  standpoints on the g round of 
their local appeal. R ubbish  is to be 
consecrated, provided it be precious, 
i.e., A ustralian; and slipshod w orkm an­
ship, threadbare subjects, rhythm ical or 
unrhythm ical verbosity, in a word, 
every disfigurem ent of style and every 
absurdity  of conception will be not 
pardoned only, b u t cherished, provided 
it bear the sacrosanct im pression of 
localism.” Bearing in  m in d  the  sort 
of misplaced adu lation  w hich has been 
the fate of so m any A ustralian  writers 
since Heney wrote, his words have an 
almost prophetic  ring.
Of course in  m any ways the task of 
an  anthologist is a thankless one, even 
if he is as conscientious as Mr. Barnes 
has undoubtedly tried  to be, even 
w riting comm entaries and in tro d u c­
tions to link the  various pieces he has 
chosen to p rin t. C ertainly it does seem 
to me to be a m ajor flaw in  this col­
lection th a t it neglects entirely  the 
N orm an Lindsay inspired  “vitalist” 
school of writers which flowered in  the 
1920’s, and whose literary  achievements
even if now ra th e r critically unfashion­
able, were nonetheless a m ajor con­
tribu tion  to the developm ent of our 
literature.
Barnes in  his in troduction  to the 
th ird  section of the book seems in 
fact to be in two m inds about the 
Lindsay school, which reached perhaps 
its height of influence th rough  the 
magazine Vision (1923-4). He admits 
that “ there can be no  doub t that it 
was a stim ulus to creativity at a barren  
tim e”, bu t alm ost hedges his bet by 
also insisting th a t "far from being 
avant-garde the m agazine was a re ­
flection of the  English n ineties”. Surely 
the only answer one can make to 
this is: so what? H enry H andel R ich­
ardson was also an old-fashioned 
w’riter b u t nobody neglects her achieve­
m ent or denies the  im portance of her 
position in the developm ent of A ust­
ralian  writing. If Mr. B arnes’ anthology 
had included at least N orm an L in d ­
say’s Creative E ffort and  some of the 
exuberance from Vision it w'ould have 
done m ore justice to th is era of our 
history.
It would be u n just though to close 
on a carping note for, as I have 
already suggested, this book is of 
immense value and interest. The  
Foundations of C ulture in Australia, 
and cri de coeur of th a t extraordinary  
m an “Inky” Stephensen is here, as is 
Rex Ingam ell’s C onditional Culture, 
both long since in  need of reprin ting . 
T he final section of th e  book, dealing 
w ith w riting  of the fifties and sixties 
is perhaps the  section where most 
people will feel th a t som ething else 
should have been included, and some­
th ing m ore left out; and if Mr. Barnes' 
selection here  is a m ore obviously sub ­
jective one th an  elsewhere in the book 
it is also a selection w hich reveals an 
acute awareness of the  sort of critical 
revaluation which A ustralian literatu re  
is now undergoing.
L e o n  C a n t r e l l
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POVERTY IN AUSTRALIA, 
G. G. Masterman. 
Angus and Robertson, 171pp., 
$2.25.
ADDRESSING the Sum m er School of 
the A ustralian Institu te  of Political 
Science in 1962, Bob Hawke of the 
A CTU described it as “a polite g a ther­
ing of polite  and com fortably-situated 
people ap p laud ing  p latitudes, u n c riti­
cal when confronted w ith nonsense 
and sublim ely unaw are of the economic 
and political realities which face this 
country.” T h is sort of reaction is not 
altogether absent after reading Poverty 
in Australia, a collection of the papers 
presented a t the  Institu te 's Summer 
School in  Jan u ary  1969.
T h e  opening address was given by 
W. C. W entw orth , the  Federal M inis­
ter for Social Services, and it com­
placently concluded on the  note that 
Australia p robably  has less poverty 
th an  any o ther country: “I t  is the com­
bination  of ou r social system and our 
social services, operating  upon our 
trem endous n a tu ra l resources and 
com parative freedom  from the shackles 
of the  past, w hich had  produced for 
us this fo rtu n ate  state of affairs.” 
W entw orth 's w ar on poverty is to be 
based on a policy of purely  fiscal or 
social security paym ents; concepts like 
“partic ip a tio n ” and  “com m unity” have 
not yet reached Canberra. As Jim  
Spigelman po in ted  ou t a t the  confer­
ence: "T h e  M inister's paper could 
easily have been w ritten  a t the tu rn  
of the  century. T h e  types of issues he 
discussed and the  program m es he sug­
gested were those th a t existed in 1900.”
T h e  best con tribu tion  came from a 
visiting L ondon School of Economics 
Fabian, Professor Donald Dennison, 
who rem inded  th e  delegates th a t in ­
dustrial progress does no t elim inate 
poverty and m ay exacerbate it, th a t the 
conventional social services work to the 
advantage of th e  “haves”, and th a t “we 
institu tionalise and perpetuate  in ­
equality  and make it respectable.' 
O ther papers, ail of which had some 
interesting things to say, were read 
by Professor R onald H enderson of the 
University of M elbourne. Miss Janet 
Paterson of the B rotherhood of St. 
Lawrence, and Professor R, G. Brown 
of Flinders University.
Not one of the speakers however, 
looked at the  causes of poverty. It 
was left to a couple of young radical 
studen ts to raix- points of fu n d a­
m ental im portance. In  particu lar, 
G arrie  H enderson, a second-year M el­
b ourne  University activist, berated  the 
conference for ignoring cu ltu ra l pov­
erty  and  he went on to argue that 
poverty should no t be seen as a 
paradox  in advanced capitalist 
societies. Im plicit in  most of the 
papers was the assum ption th a t poverty 
was some kind of aberration  which 
could be abolished w ithout any fu n d a­
m ental socio-economic structural 
changes. Yet as Henderson pointed 
out, poverty in all its dimensions is 
bu ilt in to  the  capitalist system and it 
will no t be elim inated u n til power in 
A ustralia  is massively redistributed. 
T h a t  his rem aiks were completely 
ignored is no t surprising  for none of 
the  papers had  looked a t the d is trib u ­
tion  of w ealth and income. (H ender­
son la te r wrote an  excellent article 
en titled  “An In troduction  to  an • 
Analysis of Poverty and Social Change" 
in N ational U, 12 May 1969.)
Any satisfactory analysis of the 
n a tu re  of poverty m ust recognise 
capitalism  as the basic source and 
socialism as the  u ltim ate  solution. Of 
course, m eliorative measures w ithin 
the capitalist fram ework are possible, 
b u t the  system V'ill never be able to 
elim inate  poverty, as H ym an Lum er 
has shown in  Poverty: Its Roots and  
its Future  (New York: In ternational 
Publishers, 1965) .
In  his conclusion to W ealth and 
Power in America  (New York: Praeger,
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1962), Gabriel Kolko stated that 
‘‘poverty will continue to be a basic 
aspect of the Am erican social and 
class structure so long as no fu n d a m en ­
tal changes are m ade in th e  d is trib u ­
tion of wealth and the autonom ous 
control of the corporate m achinery." 
T h is rem ark obviously holds also for 
capitalist countries o th er th an  the  
U nited  States.
J o h n  P i .a y f o r d .
RUSSIA: HOPES AND FEARS, 
by Alexander Werth. 
Penguin, 391pp., $1.35.
ALEXANDER W E R T H  has been 
w riting  books for a long time. A lot 
of them  have been abou t Russia, as he 
was born in  C /arist Russia in  1901, 
bu t he  em igrated to E ngland and b e ­
came a B ritish subject.
He spent the  years of the  Second 
W orld W ar in the  Soviet U nion and 
reported  the  heroic exploits of the 
Russian people and the  R ed Army. 
In  1964 he wrote Russia at War, a 
world best seller now published in  18 
languages. In  1965 he was again in 
Moscow as official guest of th e  Soviet 
Governm ent for the  20th anniversary 
victory celebrations and  M arshal Soko­
lovsky presented him  w ith a war 
medal. H e visited the  Soviet Union 
again in  1967 for m ateria l for a  new 
book which he was w riting  as a  sequel 
to Russia at War. It was to  be called 
Russia at Peace.
No one could accuse Alexander 
W erth of being “anti-Soviet". B u t as he 
says, ‘‘T his book h ad  been completed 
before the invasion of Czechoslovakia 
and was already a t the p rin te r  when 
th a t tragedy occurred.”
He decided to change the  nam e of 
his book. “Technically, even after 
the invasion of Czechoslovakia, Russia 
was still ‘a t peace’. No war h a d  been 
declared on Czechoslovakia. B ut the
very fact that, in  August 1968, Russian 
and Czech blood (however little) was 
flowing in the  streets of Prague m ade 
the title  ‘Russia at Peace’ singularly 
incongruous, if not dow nright offen­
sive.” So it was changed to Russia: 
Hopes and Fears.
He used as a them e an excerpt from 
a letter received from a young Russian 
in Septem ber 1968. "Since Prague, our 
last year's tim id  hopes of liberalisation 
in Russia have dw indled for the p re ­
sent while our fears of a re tu rn  to 
Stalinism (or worse) have increased 
im m easurably."
This is a book about Soviet achieve­
ments and about Soviet bureaucracy. 
It is absorbingly in teresting  in  the light 
of the problem s at present besetting 
the Com m unist m ovem ent as a guide 
to greater understand ing  of them . It 
is not the  analysis of a detached 
academic b u t one by a skilled and 
knowledgeable observer, a reporter who 
spends m ost of his tim e in the Soviet 
Union talking, and listening, to people 
— to scientists, economists, writers, 
workers, young people and old.
T he first chaptei form ing a back­
ground against which the whole book 
is w ritten  consists of a penetrating  
review of the CPSU C entral C om m it­
tee’s “Survey" o f the fiftieth  anniver­
sary of the  October Revolution, p u b ­
lished in  1967. T h is survey or thesis 
is available in Australia.
He refers to it as a sort of Brezhnev- 
Kosygin “ H istory” of the  last 50 years 
and a  perspective for the fu ture. 
Significant in  this he  sees a “calm 
and level headed" historical analysis 
of Trotskyism  w ithout departing  from 
the basic stand against it as p ro ­
pounded by Stalin; admission of the 
extrem e difficulties of collectivisation 
of agriculture bu t still justification for 
its b ru talities and the sacrifices for 
industrialisation; the  near destruction 
of the  Soviet U nion in  the war and
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admission of serious miscalculations in 
p reparation  for the Nazi attack; the 
people's heroic s 'n igg le  and continued 
sacrifices for post war reconstruction.
l ie  sees a m ore sober estim ation ol 
the difficulties ol transition  to com ­
m unism. Despite evidence of spectacu­
lar industria l growth, productivity and 
wages are com paratively low compared 
with the U.S. and difficulties rem ain in 
agriculture and in the d istribution 
Held.
I he "Survey" quotes figures of im ­
provem ent in the m aterial welfare of 
the Soviet people and the extension of 
democracy. On this latter poin t 
YVerth says, " In  reality  this passage 
significantly exaggerates the role of 
the Soviets as som ething ‘independen t’ 
of the Party  m achinery. T his <le 
m ocratisation’ o e the Soviet Union is 
somewhat overdone.”
T h e  section on the nationalities does 
not h in t a t the anomalies in Soviet 
society w ith most responsible posts 
occupied by Russians and a  con tinu­
ation of the  “Jewish p rob lem ”, though 
in a less acute form th an  under Stalin 
and Khrushchev.
Of the “Survey’s" a ttitu d e  to art 
and lite ra tu re  he says "All these verbal 
concessions to the  ‘new sp irit’ are hard  
to take seriously, and it seems obvious 
that in the  governm ent and Party 
h ierarchy there is still a terrifying 
hangover from  the  Stalin clays in m at­
ters of a rt and lite ra tu re .”
He sees, on the  face of it, “ the R us­
sians final and entirely  unam biguous 
acceptance of polycentrism. Each Com ­
m unist Party  m ust in  o ther words 
consider its own national interests first. 
T h is is a com plete departu re  from 
Stalinism .” T h en  he goes on, “Only is 
it qu ite  sincere? For if so why the 
great alarm  caused in the Krem lin by 
the liberalisation  of the  Com m unist 
Party  of Czechoslovakia in  1968.”
Nevertheless the “Survey” which may 
be regarded as the official Soviet line 
(and so the voice of Brezhnev and 
Kosygin), has, a*- we have seen, its 
weaknesses; bu t most W estern readers 
will still find m uch of it very fu n d a­
m ental and convincing, above all in 
the  anti-w ar stand taken bv th e  social­
ist cam p . .
W erth  exam ines in detail the  re li­
gious problem s and the  Soviet citizens' 
a ttitu d e  to sex and  the achievements 
of the Soviet W elfare state in health , 
housing, education and culture. He 
discusses the economic reform s, the 
problem s of Comecon and Soviet aid 
to developing countries.
H e deals w ith the disputes among 
historians, economists politicos and in 
the  fields of literatu re, between the 
"L iberals” and the “Stalinists.”
T h e  views of the Soviet peole are 
lively and illum inating . A Professor of 
biology from the Novosibirsk Science 
C entre on Lysenko:
"You people in the  West m ake a 
terrib le  song and dance about Paster­
nak and  all that; bu t for G od’s sake, 
lite ra tu re  is one thing, and one can 
have a h u n d red  different opinions 
about any book; b lit science — oh, 
those unspeakable cretins nearly ru ined 
Soviet science between 1948 and Pap- 
aska’s (Stalin's) death. Yes people in 
the streets wept when he died; to us 
scientists it W'as the  happiest day of 
our life.”
Soviet science has continued to ex­
tend its independence and is referred 
to as a “state w ith in  the  State.”
A history teacher who spent 15 years 
in a labour camp asked if he  had 
read Solzhenitsyn: “Yes and I also re ­
cently read  Evgenia G insburg’s book 
and Chukovskaya’s ‘Deserted House.’ 
Well let me tell you; the  Solzhenitsyn 
story is the  most accurate account I 
know of life in  a camp. T h a t’s precisely 
w hat m y camps were like.”
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A professor of pliilosophy: “Since 
Stalin's death, there  have been definite 
improvem ents. T h e  powers of the 
NKY1) have been drastically curtailed. 
Police inquisition, though it still ex­
ists is m ore discreet th an  it used to 
be. A m an like K hrushchev though  a 
fool in m any ways w’as m ore ‘dem ocra­
tically m inded ' th an  Stalin; and Kosy­
gin is better still. B ut there  has been 
110 proper re tu rn  to L eninist ‘Dem ocra­
tic Centralism ’. Secrecy still applies to 
m any fields of activity. I t  is strongest 
of all in the field of ideology."
After an interview  w ith 18 year old 
Sasha a reporte r on the Moscow even­
ing paper, who was too young to re ­
m em ber Stalin. W erth  says, ‘‘My gen­
eral impression was th a t he was not 
widely in terested in ideology, b u t was 
very proud of living relatively p rosper­
ously in  a well-run country th a t took 
such good care of all its citizens.”
T h e  book deals in  some deta il with 
the Soviet U nion’s relations w ith o ther 
countries and in particu la r w ith China. 
W erth  says there  are “at least a dozen 
d ifferent ‘Com m unism s’ and the R us­
sian variety has becom e one of the 
m ost innocuous, w ith the  concept of 
the  ‘nation sta te’ strongly predom in­
a ting  over th a t of ‘revolutionary  m is­
sion’ in the w orld.’
"T h ere  is good reason to suppose 
th a t (whatever ‘provocations’ there 
may have been from th e  Chinese side) 
the  Russians were glad to have an 
excuse to stop extensive and  intensive 
economic aid to C hina in  1960. In  o ther 
words, it became im p o rtan t for Russia 
no t to tu rn  China, in  a very short 
tim e, into a vast in d ustria l pow er.”
Russia: H opes and Fears is the ans­
wer, or a large p a r t of the  answer to 
m any of the w orld’s m ost ticklish p ro b ­
lems. W erth is a w riter who is easy 
to read. He is at p resent w riting  a 
book on the Soviet Czechoslovak con­
flict.
J im  Moss
FUTILITY AND OTHER 
ANIMALS, by Frank 
Moorhouse. Garth Powell 
Associates, 162pp., $3.80.
FRANK M O ORHO USE has collected 
twenty-four of his short stories into 
what h e  calls a “discontinuous n a rra ­
tive", w hich term  adequately describes 
the cohesion stopping short of unity  
the  book as a whole achieves. Even for 
those who have been previously ac­
quain ted  w ith  M oorhouse’s stories this 
ordering of his book will undoubtedly 
emphasise his dry, ra th e r spare style's 
strengths and  special appropriateness 
to his subject m atter. These subjects 
arc from Sydney’s nonconform ist, 
young and alienated society — more 
particularly , the  Sydney "P ush”’ and 
the A ndersonian “L ibertarian  Society" 
—but, th rough  a com bination of such 
groups’ structures and Moorhouse's 
skills, the stories transcend the self- 
congratulatory knowingness th a t makes 
coterie w riting  so often of this type 
of work.
In  a surprisingly lelevan t in tro ­
ductory note M oorhouse says the ch ar­
acters in  his “ in terlinked  stories” form 
a “ tribe — a m odern u rb an  tribe  — 
which does not fully recognise itself as 
a trib e”. I t  is ju st this last aspect of 
the book’s environm ent th a t M oor­
house's narra tive  captures so very ably. 
All stories are ill e ither a direct or 
im plied first person th a t denies chances 
for au tho ria l com m ent of a narrative 
or m oralistic n a tu re  while the p re ­
sentation of their allegedly u n stru c ­
tured  m ilieu  does allow the reader to 
see “ the tr ib e ” where individual ch ar­
acters m ay not.
Added to those, still largely struc­
tu ral and organisational skills, there is 
a preoccupation w ith  analysis and 
knowingness sometimes bordering  on a 
frank self awareness in  alm ost all the 
characters — th e  thirty-year-old hom o­
sexual whose trip  to his parents and
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their country town shows him  his true  
hom e is now the city, or the recently 
deserted husband  who cannot feel fully 
for others ' troubles b u t who knows it 
w ith a strange understanding.
Perhaps one ol the most successful 
of these stories, one th a t shows their 
analytical na tu re 's  artistic as well as 
sociological strength , is the  first in the 
book, "The K nife”. In this story the 
narrator, w ith a large degree of know­
ingness, plays w ith ideas of m asculinity 
th rough  his buying a knife to hang 
from his belt while living in a shack 
ou t of Sydney w ith his young mistress. 
T h e  story’s first line, spoken by the 
girl when the  knife is m issing — “T he 
knife was in the  duffle-coat — with the 
M ethedrine and  Herzog” —■ cleverly 
includes emblems of nonconform ity, 
and the  m asculinity symbols, w hile its 
context gives it a wry, satirical hum our 
th a t the story m aintains.
B ut if “T h e  K nife”, often wittily, 
embodies the uneasiness inheren t in 
looking (or iden tity  while rejecting 
bourgeois, conform ist standards (no 
cliche, this), o th er stories merely en ­
um erate the  special forms of scrutiny 
this may involve or, as in "W alking 
O u t”, suggest, against the tenor of the 
story I feel, the  na rra to r “drops o u t” 
for vague and lazy reasons — exactly 
those reasons his parents want to be ­
lieve.
B ut even the  weaker, and they are 
usually the shcrter, stories indicate 
M oorhouse’s, and his character’s, fas­
c ination w ith motives and w ith w hat I 
th ink  could be called the  intellectual 
or theoretical issues underlying the 
conscious adoption  of nonconform ist 
attitudes.
However the most successful stories 
are those th a t, as well as analysing or 
portray ing  motives, shift them  into 
uneasy or tense situations, test situa­
tions, and, consequently, ou t of the 
field of m erely fictional attitudin ising .
It is in these that F utility  and Other 
A nim als  becomes a tru ly  accomplished, 
ra th e r th an  prom ising, work and  M oor­
house’s understand ing  of th e  complex 
n a tu re  of difficult or trying situations 
is conveyed th rough  the  ease of good 
w rity ig  — an ease th a t m ost often rests 
in  the  generally b ind ing  quality  of the 
dialogue or the spare objectivity of 
descrijjtions ra the i than  any quotable 
passages.
Reviewers and readers alike are 
bound to say m uch about language 
and  a ttitudes in  this collection b u t the 
book is in fact distinguished by its 
very lack of any preoccupations w ith 
the sensationally contem porary — abor­
tion, the pill, drugs. In  their stead 
M oorhouse gives an urbane, well o rd ­
ered and frequently  dry hum orous view 
of his “ tr ib e ”’ and w hat makes i t  tick 
in  a no t particu larly  experim ental lan ­
guage and in  situations th a t o ther 
countries’ literatures have coped w ith 
for u p  to fifty years now.
C a r l  H a r r is o n -F o r d .
THE JEWISH PROBLEM IN 
POLAND, by Paul Novick. 
Morning Freiheit (US), 36pp. 
40 cents (Aust.)
H O W  could there be a  “Jewish p ro b ­
lem ” in  Poland? Less th an  30,000 Jews 
now live in the  country com pared with 
the  th ree  and  a ha lf m illion before 
the  war. Poland has h ad  m ore than  
20 years of socialism, w ith racist p ro ­
paganda outlawed. And the secretary 
of the  Polish U nited  W orkers’ Party 
W ladyslaw Gom ulka has a Jewish 
wife.
U ntil a few years ago, this would 
have been the a ttitu d e  of most 
socialists in  the W est to  a booklet of 
this kind. Recently, however, i t  has 
been sadly and re luctantly  conceded 
th a t the  raising  of the  question  of 
anti-sem itism  in socialist countries
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is not merely a ploy of the im perialist 
bourgeoisie to slander the com m unist 
movement.
Paul Novick, the au thor, is the most 
p rom inent C om m unist active in Jew ­
ish affairs in the U nited  States, and 
u n til the last convention was a m em ­
ber of the N ational Com m ittee of the 
CPUSA. He has visited Poland for 
lengthy periods on a num ber of oc­
casions and has w ritten  about the 
country in booklets and in the progres­
sive New York Yiddish language daily 
Morgen Freiheit.
Early in the booklet Novick adds to 
the list of facts of a positive na ture  
on the  position of Polish Jews. He 
po in ts to a num ber of exam ples of 
“a regime which showed real solicitude 
for its Jewish com m unal and cu ltu ral 
in stitu tions”. He shows how real con­
cern for the Jewish people disarm ed 
m any enemies of People’s Poland and 
won honor for socialism.
He cites the m any cu ltu ral in s titu ­
tions which the Polish governm ent 
helped the post-war Jewish com m unity 
to set up. H e describes the  effect of 
cu ltu ral exchanges betw een Polish and 
American Jews, and the way in  which 
Jews everywhere were touched by the 
hom age paid  by Polish C om m unists to 
such events as the W arsaw G hetto 
uprising  against the  nazis.
T h en  in M arch 1968, the  old scar 
on which so m uch skilled and devoted 
surgery had been perform ed, and which 
had  been pronounced by m any as 
healed, opened up. T h a t this h ap p en ­
ed, and the reasons for it form the 
m ain subject m a tte r  of Novick’s book.
D uring the long periods in which 
right-w ing forces ru led  Poland, vici­
ous use was m ade of an ti semitism. 
T h e  com bination of factors m aking for 
an ti semitism on a mass scale in Poland 
could scarcely have been m ore po ten t 
if it had  been arranged deliberately. 
T here  was ignorance and poverty, n a t­
ional oppression. T h e  worst traditions 
of Catholic anti-sem itism  had full 
scope.
T he Poles have long felt a sense 
of national frustration , a sense of hav­
ing been a pawn in the  in ternational 
big power game. T h en  came the a p ­
palling suffering of the Second W orld 
W ar, and a num ber of aspects of their 
socialist history which tended to ag­
gravate the strong nationalist feel­
ings.
T he Com m unists and progressive fo r­
ces of Poland faced such a task in 
build ing  the new society th a t m any 
have felt, and  still feel, th a t criticism 
of shortcomings or d irecting  a ttention  
to problem s is un just. Novick refers, 
for exam ple, to an anti-Jewish pog­
rom, in Kielce carried o u t by reaction­
ary forces as recently as 1946, in which 
42 people died.
But w hat emerges from  the booklet 
are facts which p u t the  question of 
anti semitism in Poland on qu ite  a 
d ifferent level from shortcom ings and 
omissions in the struggle against the 
past. T h e  real p o in t here  is the use 
of anti-sem itism  for political purposes 
by leaders and  factions in  the Polish 
governm ent and Polish U nited  W ork­
ers’ Party.
M arch 1968 was a tim e of sharpen­
ing difficulties in Poland, which 
m anifested themselves in several 
spheres, including the universities, the 
economy, and in the Party. It was 
evidently felt by m ore than  one fac­
tion th a t w ith am m unition  ru n n in g  
low, a shot or two of anti-semitism 
could still be effective.
Novick dem onstrates th a t w hat dev­
eloped was a considerable cam paign 
against ‘Zionism ’, particu larly  after 
the Arab-Israel conflict of Ju n e  1967. 
T here  were po in ted  press references 
to disloyal elem ents, the  percentage of 
Jews in the Party, and a singling out 
of Jewish Com m unists who had been
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associated w ith crimes of the Stalinist 
past.
Examples are given of distortions of 
the history of the Jews in Poland, such 
as the playing down of the heroic 
W arsaw G hetto  uprising  of 1943 — 
a struggle w'hich inspired all anti-fas­
cist fighters. Anniversary celebrations of 
the event began to receive cool trea t­
m ent by Polish leaders.
T h e  m ain  responsibility for the 
upsurge of an ti semitism according to 
Novick, is due to a Party  faction led 
by form er Inferior M inister General 
Mieczyslaw Moczar. Most of the exam ­
ples are from this grouping. But it also 
becomes clear th a t the supporters of 
Gom ulka were not guiltless.
General Moczar, for exam ple is q u o t­
ed from the W arsaw press as having 
said in a speech: “ . . . T h e  Israeli 
aggression against the Arab countries 
goes h an d  in  hand  w ith the anti- 
Polish cam paign which in ternational 
Zionism conducts th roughou t the world. 
T h is cam paign is prom oted through 
the m odern means of com m unication 
such as the press, the film, television 
and lite ra tu re , all of which are over­
whelmingly controlled by the Zionists. 
On our p a rt this cam paign will meet 
w ith protest and condem nation. In ­
ternational Zionism attem pts to w hite­
wash the Germ ans of the  crimes they 
com m itted against the  Jews and in 
a perfidious m anner it seeks to make 
the Poles equally  guilty  . . .”
Statem ents like these deserve some 
pondering. W hile they do not a p ­
proach the viciousness of some of the 
utterances of Moczar, some statem ents 
by G om ulka himself, and particularly  
by one of his p rom inent supporters, 
Andrzej W erblen, m ust be deeply dis­
tu rb ing  to all socialists. T hey are q u o t­
ed at some length, and the anti- 
semitic character of the  statem ents in 
the context of Polish politics are an al­
ysed.
It is said th a t opposition to Zionism, 
even denunciation  of Zionism, is not 
anti-seinitism . T h is statem ent in i t ­
self is true. But the  term  ‘Zionist’ can 
be used in a context in  which it as­
sumes a definite anti-sem itic m ean­
ing. Novick puts it as follows.
"The anti-Zionist line which p e r­
m eates so m uch of the Polish press 
appears to be an odd blend of Marx- 
ist-sounding phraseology and of the 
‘trad itio n a l’ anti-sem itic notions which 
are easily recognisable to anyone who 
was exposed to the  anti-sem itism  of 
the  pre-w ar Poland. T h e  old hobgob­
lin of the  wily and powerful In te rn a ­
tional Jew  always taking advantage of 
the decent and well-m eaning non-Jews 
is slightly altered: instead of ‘Jew ’ we 
now have ‘Z ionist’; instead of the ‘world 
Jewish conspiracy’ we now have the 
‘in te rnational Zionist conspiracy' ” ,
A curious twist to the  tragedy is 
provided by the fact th a t the  super- 
vigorous “anti-Z ionist” cam paign tends 
to feed political Zionism. W ith  the din 
of the  cam paign continually  in  their 
cars, it is n a tu ra l for some Jews to 
conclude th a t perhaps the only solu­
tion is to pack their bags for Israel. 
Even the  assim ilated Jew  who rejects 
Zionism has his la ten t soft spot for 
Israel sensitised. He takes m ore in te r­
est in  the  fortunes of the Israeli or 
Zionist leaders, and even identifies h im ­
self w ith them  while having no 
thoughts of going to Israel.
Novick in no way comes ou t as an 
anti-Polish crusader. He banks on the 
trad itions of the true  patrio ts and 
hum anists of this country about which 
he obviously feels so deeply, and espe­
cially does he bank on “ the trad ition  
of the Com m unist Party  of Poland 
w hich was fighting anti-sem itism  d u r­
ing th e  regim e of Pilsudski and the 
colonels ”.
D a v e  D a v ie s
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